
VOL 13  ISSUE 1        “Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet” Isa. 58:1         JAN – FEB 2001

©

©

I read recently of a speaker who
preached on the mercy of God until it
seemed there was nothing in God but
mercy.  I fear he misrepresented God.
Such misrepresentation is easy, and to
people who do not think deeply and who
do not want to take life seriously, it is
pleasant, but it is unspeakably dangerous.

If we are to win souls and save our
own, we must not distort the picture of
God’s character which we hold up to
view.  It is life eternal to know God and
Jesus Christ whom He has sent (Jn. 17:3),
but it must be the true and holy God, as He
is, and not some false god who conforms
to our poor, little, warped human desires
and opinions.

Some religious teachers misrepresent
God by making Him utterly savage and
cruel.  Thus men are embittered against
God until they feel there is no hope of His
mercy.

Others misrepresent God by making

Him appear as a sort of weak God, who
fawns upon sinners with mawkish
sympathy and looks upon worldlings and
triflers and lukewarm professors with
weak, sentimental, old-womanish pity.
Nothing can be further from the truth
concerning God.

We find God Himself bitterly rebuking
those who, living in sin, thought He did
not disapprove their ways.  He sets before
them a list of their sins (Psalm 50:17-20),
and then says, “These things hast thou
done, and I kept silence; thou thoughtest
that I was altogether such an one as
thyself; but I will reprove thee, and set
them in order before thine eyes.  Now
consider this, ye that forget God, lest I
tear you in pieces, and there be none to
deliver” (vs. 21, 22).

The truth lies between these extremes.
There is mercy in God, but it is mingled
with severity.  There is wrath in God, but
it is tempered with mercy.

The great soul-winners from Bible
times till now have recognized this.  They
have held an even balance between the
goodness and the severity of God because
the Bible does so, and the Bible, of all the
innumerable books written, is the only
one which gives us an authoritative
representation of God.

Continued on Page 6
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God Answers Prayer!
We want to thank all who have prayed for the youths in

Ohio who were dealing with persecution from the public school
system, as mentioned in the last issue of the Gospel Trumpet.

We also desire to return thanks to God for hearing and
answering prayer in a wonderful way.  School authorities have
since desisted in their demands upon the children and, further,
have agreed to honour their religious convictions in all respects
concerning their education.  This matter has set a precedent, as
the school district has committed themselves to this policy.

* * * * * * *

We are facing a new year, which has brought us closer to
the final Judgment and never ending eternity.  With this in sight,
our resolve is more strongly fixed than ever, to advance the
everlasting, uncompromising gospel in all its fullness to this
generation of eternity-bound souls.

God bless every one of you who has supported this work
with their prayers, encouragement and financial means
throughout this past year.  We covet your prayers for our
continued labours in the publishing of gospel literature.

* * * * * * *

The Gospel Trumpet Publishing Co. is now a registered
non-profit organization.  If any desire tax receipts for future
offerings sent, please feel free to request one

Upcoming Meetings

California
March 17 –  25

Germany
April 13 – 19

Sis. Diana Kissling
( (909) 945-9244

Bro. Siegfried Tovstiga
( (7136) 2 65 80

Ohio
June 2 – 10

Chihuahua, Mexico
August 19 – 26

Bro. Peter Hildebrandt
( 52-158-405-80

Bro. Ray Tinsman
(  (765) 468-7373

Evangeliums Posaune
Postfach 1217

74174 Bad Friedrichshall, Deutschland
e-mail: posaune@t-online.de

If you would like to obtain The Gospel Trumpet or other
literature in the German or Russian language contact:

* * * * * * *
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Thank you for sending to me the
Gospel Trumpet.  I enjoy receiving this
publication.  I especially liked the article
regarding “Persecution North American
Style.”  I plan to share this article with the
Sunday School class of teenagers that I
teach.  We will pray for the young man
and young lady.  I am interested in hearing
an update about this brother and sister.

Enclosed I am sending money to
defray the cost of sending the publication.
Again, I appreciate receiving the Gospel
Trumpet.    Jeanette Knowles

Illinois, USA

It is with deep thankfulness in my
soul to the Lord that I write this.  I am so
very thankful for salvation that has cleaned
up my life completely.  I am thankful for
a salvation that does a complete work, not
one that only does a little.

I no longer have to sin.  What a relief
that is.  Sin is a hard thing.  It is such a
burden to the soul and brings so much
unhappiness and bitter rewards with it.  I
find it very difficult to understand why so
many people say they are saved and then
say that they have to still sin.  It seems as
if they want to still continue in sin.  The
Bible is very clear that once you are
saved, you no longer sin.  “Little children,
let no man deceive you: he that doeth
righteousness is righteous, even as he is
righteous.  He that committeth sin is of the
devil; for the devil sinneth from the
beginning.  For this purpose the Son of
God was manifested, that he might destroy
the works of the devil.  Whosoever is born
of God doth not commit sin; for his seed
remaineth in him: and he cannot sin,
because he is born of God.  In this the
children of God are manifest, and the
children of the devil: whosoever doeth not
righteousness is not of God, neither he
that loveth not his brother.”  I Jn. 3:7-10.

This is only one of the very many
scriptures in the Bible that makes it so
plain that a Christian does not sin.  The
old life is gone and a new life begins.  That
is the true meaning of being born again.  I
don’t want to do the things that I used to
do.  It is a relief that I don’t have to.  If I
believed the doctrine of sin-you-must,

sin-you-can’t-help-it, I would be so sad
and disappointed, but thank God, I know
the truth and I am so thankful for it!

So many souls are trapped in this
false doctrine of the harlot that the Bible
speaks so strongly against.  Let us as
ambassadors of the truth, be faithful to
souls and show them that they can be free;
that they don’t have to sin and carry that
filthy, unclean burden of sin.  They can be
free from it all.  I am so thankful to be
clean and to no longer have the weights of
sin weighing heavily upon my soul!  What
a wonderful and happy life it is to be
completely sin free!

I am thankful for the true church of
God that sought out my soul and told me
this glorious truth, that I could be free.  I
am thankful for the saints and how they
were faithful to my soul.  It is such a
wonderful thing to be in the truth where
we can trust our souls to the messages
that we hear coming across the pulpit.  I
am so thankful that I don’t have to sift
through what I hear and try to pick out
whatever might be clean and true.

I want to be faithful to all those the
Lord allows me to come into contact with.
I want to be able to see the soul that is
heading rapidly towards eternity, not so
much the person that I am talking with,
but their soul.  I desire the Lord to give me
a greater burden and compassion for souls,
that it would truly be meat and drink to me
to see souls snatched out of the clutches of
the wicked enemy.  Please pray for me as
the Lord brings me to your mind.

Deeply thankful for a sin-free life,
Sis. Tamara Tinsman

Indiana, USA

Praise the Lord.  Just a quick note to
let you know how much I enjoy your
paper.  It is very moving to read articles
with biblical depth, as well as much truth.
Also, I need to let you know that I have
moved...God bless, and thank you for the
Gospel Trumpet.  May it blow ever so
mightily. Bro. Scott Stremmel

Ohio, USA

Greetings in the name of the Saviour
Jesus Christ.  All praise be to the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Ghost.  I’m thankful
to be saved, sanctified, and a member of
the Church of God.  It has been over three
years since the Lord saved me and I love
Him more than ever before.

Praise be to the Father, who is ever
present and who is the fulfilment of what

I greet you in the name of our Saviour
Jesus Christ.  I thank the Lord for all His
love and mercy that He bestows upon all
His children.  I also thank the Lord for
answering prayer.  I want to thank the
Lord with all my heart for the plan of
salvation, for the blood that was shed on
the cross, and for His suffering for me.

The Lord is gathering His people and
the heavens rejoice over it.  I too rejoice
that our family is growing.  Our local
congregation was very small.  Until now
there were only four of us.  For six years

we stood alone, but the Lord answered
our prayers and sent His labourers to us.
In August we had meetings here with the
children of God from Germany, Russia
and the Ukraine.  I’m very thankful to the
Lord for the fellowship we were able to
have.  The devil was raging, but despite of
that, souls were saved and six children of
God were baptised.  I’m thankful for the
rich food the Lord gave us through His
messengers.  We had very blessed
meetings.  People repented and left
everything behind, the Lord freed from
gross sins and healed the sick.  He is still
the same today as He was two thousand
years ago.  I praise the Lord that He
blessed me and opened my spiritual eyes.
He helps me to walk this narrow way.
Praise and honor be unto Him for
everything.  Amen.

Pray for our local congregation, my
family, Russia and the Ukraine.  Pray that
the Lord would send us a shepherd; the
field is great.

I want to thank all the brothers and
sisters that didn’t spare financial means,
health, or time to come to us.  May the
Lord continue to bless His people.  We
want to praise God and expect great
things from the Lord.

With love and thanksgiving,
Sis. Maria Bronnetskaja

Russia

I Enjoy this Publication

A Christian Does Not Sin

Gathering His People

Articles with Biblical Depth

Close Communion with Him
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it really means to live; whether it be living
through afflictions, through comfortable
times, through trying times or
misunderstandings.  I am glad that He is
always there.  The realization of Jesus
Christ going through this life before and
knowing exactly what foes there are to
face and the Word being a living reality is
amazing.  I’m thankful for the reality of
His being in the midst of His children who
are living for Him, and His interceding
for us.  Also the Holy Ghost and how He
quickens and helps us to remember dangers
that are out there and to give the power to
make it through situations with victory, is
a safety of this walk.  He is wonderful to
teach, reprove, and correct, to show the
things that are of no profit and lead in the
things that will bring eternal joy.

The guidance of the ministry and the
lives of other saints are truly one of the
most precious things the Lord has given.
I’m thankful to have your help to be able
to keep my eye single toward Jesus Christ.
I am grateful for all who will take their
stand for the kingdom of righteousness’
sake and to not care what the world may
say or do, but being ever ready at God’s
call.  I’m thankful for the wonderful
fellowship that we are able to have in the
Lord.  To be able to have the strength and
the love to not back down when trying
times come and to labor with one another
till we come closer in the Lord is a delight
to my soul.

I am learning every day more of what
the Lord is about and how simple many of
the things are that He shows and that if I
just listen for Him and be willing to walk
the way He shows, that He will never lead
in the wrong direction.

The Lord is wonderful to manifest
Himself to mankind.  I am only now
coming to more of the realization of all the
Lord has been doing to fit me for heaven.
I’m so glad to be able to be more free from
different things of this earth and to be able
to see heavenly things more clearly.  It is
wonderful to be able to hear the Lord
speak from heaven and to see the truth in
all things.  There is so much more to see
than what our natural eyes can see.  It is
as though I wake up more and more to
really see what life is about.  I don’t want
to miss one sound of His voice.

I truly hate the devil and everything I
know about him.  By the Lord’s grace, I
want to stay clear of every false way and
to not compromise the truth in any way.
There are so many people that need to be
able to see through the deceptions of this
world.  I hate the things the devil uses to
captivate the minds of mankind.  The
television, fame, religion, and so on, are
just some of them.  I want to have more of
a hatred for anything else the devil uses to
hurt people.  I mean to be careful in all the
way I walk before God and man.

I don’t want to fail to say how I’m
thankful for quick obedience, praying,
testifying, fasting, devotion, experience,
and all the things that are able to help us
draw closer to the Lord.  Pray for me that
I would be strong in the Lord and not let
anything hinder the close communion with
Him, and to gain more of His love, to not
do anything against His kingdom, and to
use all the strength the Lord gives for the
saving of souls.

Forever accountable to God,
Bro. Cory Ertmer
Wisconsin, USA

I want to thank you greatly for sending
me issues of the Gospel Trumpet, which
I really enjoy reading.  My family also
reads it and they find the publication to be
inspiring and spiritually enriching.  We
look forward to many more issues.  Thank
you for the wonderful job you are doing in
this ministry.  Thank you, and may our
Lord continue to bless you and your
work.     F. Litiku

Kenya

I am thankful for salvation and that
He cleansed me by His blood.

I am thankful for the meetings we had
recently.  In our last school devotion, we
were exhorted to go into the meeting to
seek and find something for our soul.  I’m
thankful that I could seek and find
sanctification.  I desire for Him to have
His way in my life and that I would stay
completely surrendered to Him.  I am
thankful that, with the help of the Lord, I
can be consistently victorious and that the
Lord is changing me.

Dear brothers and sisters;
I want to thank the Lord for His great

love towards me and for His grace that He
poured into my heart.  To Him be honor
through all eternity for saving me from
destruction, freeing me from sin, and
leading me on this high and narrow way.

I thank the Lord for healing me from
my illness.  I came to Russia from the
Ukraine to worship with the people of
God, but had gotten very ill.  In the
meeting, I was anointed according to the
Word of God, and God healed me.  Praise
be to my Saviour!  He has stretched out
His arm and helped me many times, but
this was a miracle.  I am so thankful to
Him for that!  I can’t find enough words
to thank Him for His care for me.  To Him
be thanks unending for everything.

Please pray for me, that I would
endure unto the end on this way.  Also
pray for my family and for the Ukraine.

Sis. Olga Zybulskaja
Ukraine

I am so glad to be a part of God’s holy
people.  I am so thankful to be saved and
serving a God who not only puts us
through the fire, but is in it with us.  For
the past few months, the Lord has been
doing some refining in me.  I am thankful
for this.  When going through, it pays to
stay focused, for if you don’t, the enemy
is right there doing a lot of talking and
making a lot of suggestions.  I am so
thankful for a made up mind to make
heaven my home, by God’s grace and
mercy.  It is this made up mind that helps
us when things press us sore and the flesh
gets wounded.  We can press on in spite of
difficulties, because we’ve settled it long
ago that no matter what, heaven is the
goal!  The Lord gave us a marvellous
victory during the birth of our eighth
child.  We would like to thank each and
every one who prayed and called during
this time.  We serve a God that knows how
to handle EVERY situation.  Oh!  Thank

Please pray for me that I would go on
and that the devil would stay far behind
me. Sis. Ella Janke (Age 14)

Germany

Inspiring and Enriching

Sanctification

God Healed Me

Settled it Long Ago
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I am very thankful for salvation and
sanctification.  I am very thankful that I
can be in the true Church of God.  I am so
thankful that the Lord has brought us out
of where we used to be.  Now if we go
back to our relatives for a visit, the way
they speak and act to one another, it
makes me so thankful to be out of it.

It really burdens me to see any
backslide.  With the help of the Lord I will
stay true to the end.  I am thankful how the
Lord has helped in my thoughts, that I
don’t need to have bad or unclean thoughts.

In my devotions, I read in Mark 12:42
where all the people put in the abundance
of their money, but there came a poor
widow who put in all that she had, even
her life.  That’s my desire too, that I would
be willing to put everything, even my life,
on the altar of the Lord.

I would really like to have been able
to go to the Oklahoma meetings, to know
more about the doctrine of the Church of
God.  I am thankful for the things that I
know already, but I would like to know
more about how to live in my teenage
years.  Please pray for me that I would

Would you please put these two names
on your mailing list for the Gospel
Trumpet?–I would like to testify of the
great truths that it portrays.

I am 80 years old and have been
raised in the truth.  I remember the old
saints.  I have heard them speak
personally–F.G. Smith, Bro. Riggle, C.W.
Naylor, the Byrums and so many...

I have a treasured copy of all of the
original Gospel Trumpets dated 1897.

Alice Van Auken
Georgia, USA

God!!  When things looked impossible,
the Lord came through for us.

“O Lord God of hosts, who is a strong
Lord like unto thee? or to thy faithfulness
round about thee? Thou rulest the raging
of the sea: when the waves thereof arise,
thou stillest them” (Ps. 89:8, 9).  The Lord
has been so good to His people.  I mean to
do all that I can to please Him and I need
your prayers.   Sis Merlene Scott

Ohio, USA

just keep on till the end; that I would never
quit. Bro. Henry Bergen (Age 13)

Ontario, Canada

During the last seven months I had
severe lower back pain.  For weeks I
crawled and could not sit, lie down, sleep
or kneel without intense pain.  The Lord
did not heal me instantly after I was
anointed because He had some important
lessons for me to learn and some wonderful
blessings for me to receive.  He wanted
me to learn to trust Him more fully, learn
to be more patient, and love Him more
deeply, despite an uncertain future with a
weak and a pain-racked body.  He checked
and reaffirmed my consecration.  He
increased my love and appreciation for
the saints, the church, and the glorious
end-time work He is accomplishing.  He
also gave me more empathy for the sick.

I can say from all my heart, that He is
more than life to me and that I would
never stop loving Him even if He never
healed me.  I found what a preacher wrote
a long time ago very meaningful in my
trial:  “He, whose life is one even and
smooth path, will see but little of the glory
of the Lord, for he has few occasions of
self-emptying and hence little fitness for
being filled with the revelation of God.”

Another unknown author wrote a
poem which helped me understand why
my trial was needful:

“Until I learned to trust,
I did not learn to pray,

And I did not learn to fully trust
Till sorrows came my way.
Until I felt my weakness,

His strength I never knew,
Nor dreamed till I was stricken
That He would see me through.
Who deepest drinks of sorrow
Drinks deepest, too, of grace,

He sends the storm so He Himself
Can be our hiding place,

His heart that seeks our highest good
knows well when things annoy,
We would not long for heaven

If earth held only joy.”
God blessed and comforted me much

through His Word and His indwelling
Spirit.  This enabled me to rejoice and be
glad while I was in much pain.  I was

much encouraged to trust God for healing
and I was very glad and thankful to be
able to call a holy ministry for anointing
and prayer.  God has answered by restoring
my health and I believe He will do a
complete work.  He is restoring me, so
that I can receive that divine blessing and
glorify Him.

I thank all the saints that were praying
for me. Your happy brother

in the one visible church,
Bro. Peter Tovstiga

Ontario, Canada

Warm Christian greetings in the holy
name of Jesus Christ.  I am sure this letter
will catch you by surprise.  The Spirit of
God has convicted me to share briefly
with you.  I praise the Lord that my family
and I are now born in the family of God,
the church of the living God.

I got caught up in a pentecostal spirit
years back, and eventually I was appointed
as a pastor with them.  But after meeting
with some men, who are your co-workers
here, we shared with them.  They have
been a great help to me; they have helped
us to identify the Church of God and
Babylon.  They have supplied us with
some literature and we are seriously
reading the literature.

The Gospel Trumpet articles are very
encouraging.  We have been visiting with
the saints at one of the congregations at
Kathagari.  A lovely congregation.  We
appreciate the pastor of the congregation
who was also our provincial overseer
when in the (pentecostal) denomination.

Right now we are meeting at our
home, 10 kms. from Kathagari, and the
pastor, together with some men, are
making frequent visits to try to help us.

Please remember us in prayers.  They
have told us you have a camp-meeting in
December.  We are planning to attend.
We want to learn more.  We hope we shall
know one another then.

We are meeting heavy blows from the
pentecostal people we left.  Their leader is
so mad at us, but we are very encouraged.
Please keep on praying for us.  May the
God of love continue with you.  Greet the
brethren.  Bro. Anthony Njue

Kenya, East Africa

Great Truths

Thankful to be in the Church

More than Life to Me

See the Church and Babylon
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Nature reveals to us the goodness and
the severity of God.  Fire will not only
bake our food and bless us, but it will also
burn us.  Water will not only quench our
thirst and refresh us, but if we trifle with
it, it will drown us.  If we recognize God’s
ways of working in nature and take heed
and obey, we shall find nature’s laws
most kind and helpful, but if we neglect or
refuse to obey, we shall find them most
terrible and destructive.

If we want to know God in all the
richness of His character and all the
fullness of His self-revelation, we must
study the Bible and compare scripture
with scripture.

The Bible tells us of God’s unutterable
love leading Him, in mercy, to seek sinners,
but His righteousness requires of the sinner
penitence, faith, separation from evil, and
obedience to His will. Various Bible
descriptions show how God holds an even
balance between His mercy and His
judgments.

“Behold, therefore the goodness and
severity of God,” writes Paul, “on them
which fell, severity; but toward thee,
goodness, if thou continue in His goodness;
otherwise,” he says (showing that God’s
goodness does not destroy His severity),
“thou also shalt be cut off.”  We must
beware!  Then he adds a touch of
tenderness–making clear how even in His
severity God waits to show mercy–”And
they also,” though they have been cut off,
“if they abide not still in unbelief, shall be
graffed in, for God is able to graff them in
again” (Rom. 11:22, 23).

Again Paul writes, “For I am not
ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is
the power of God unto salvation to every
one that believeth . . . For therein is the
righteousness of God revealed from faith
to faith; as it is written, the just shall live
by faith.”  And then he adds, “For the
wrath of God is revealed from heaven
against all ungodliness and unright-
eousness of men who hold the truth in
unrighteousness” (Rom. 1:16-18).

And again he writes, “Or despisest
thou the riches of His goodness and
forbearance and longsuffering; not
knowing that the goodness of God leadeth
thee to repentance?  But after thy hardness

and impenitent heart treasurest up unto
thyself wrath against the day of wrath and
revelation of the righteous judgment of
God, who will render to every man
according to his deeds; to them who by
patient continuance in well doing seek for
glory and honour and immortality, eternal
life; but unto them that are contentious,
and do not obey the truth, but obey
unrighteousness, indignation and wrath,
tribulation and anguish upon every soul
of man that doeth evil . . . but glory,
honour, and peace to every man that
worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to
the Gentile, for there is no respect of
persons with God” (Rom. 2:4-11).

The saving mercy of God revealed in
the scriptures is invariably set over against
the wrath of God, as the great mountains
are set over against the deep seas.

The writer to the Hebrews says of
Jesus, “He is able also to save them to the
uttermost that come unto God by Him…”
(Heb. 7:25); while Paul writes of some
upon whom “wrath is come . . . to the
uttermost” (I Thess. 2:I6).

There is, then, an uttermost salvation
for all who “trust and obey,” and an
uttermost woe for all who go on in selfish
unbelief and worldliness and sin.  Truly
“God is not mocked” and He is a God of
judgment.

Again, we find Jesus keeping this
even balance when He says that those
who hear His sayings and do them are like
those who build upon a rock, against
which rain and floods and winds cannot
prevail, while those who hear and do not
obey are like those who build upon sand,
which will be swept away by rain and
floods and wind (Matt. 7:24-27).  And
again, He says that the wicked shall “go
away into everlasting punishment; but
the righteous into life eternal” (Matt.
25:46).

Again He tells of the shut door at the
marriage, with some on the inside with
their Lord, and some on the outside,
rejected and unknown; of the joy of their
Lord into which good and faithful servants
enter, and the outer darkness, into which
the wicked and slothful are cast.

We find John the Baptist faithful to
this great truth.  He cries out, “He that
believeth on the Son hath everlasting life;
and he that believeth not the Son shall not
see life, but the wrath of God abideth on
him” (Jn. 3:36).

Likewise, all through the Old
Testament this even balance is maintained.
“Wash you, make you clean; put away
the evil of your doings from before mine
eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do well;
seek judgment . . . Come now, and let us
reason together, saith the Lord; though
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as
white as snow; though they be red like
crimson, they shall be as wool.  If ye be
willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good
of the land; but [and here is the unfailing
alternative] if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall
be devoured with the sword . . .” (Isa.
1:16-20).

These Bible word-pictures show us
that no one word, not even the sweet word
mercy will sum up the rich and manifold
character of God.  The Bible says, “God
is love,” but it also says “Our God is a
consuming fire.”

To penitent hearts who trust in Jesus,
God will be found to be rich in mercy; but
He will defend the moral and spiritual
order of His universe by uttermost
penalties against those who go on proudly,
carelessly, or wickedly in their own ways.

Our only hope is in the wounds of
Jesus, and the shelter of His blood.  There,
and only there, shall we find mercy.  &

Misrepresenting God
Continued from Page 1

No man should defer salvation
to any future time.  If God speaks
today, it is today He should be
heard and obeyed.

To defer reconciliation to God
to any future period, is the most
reprehensible and destructive
presumption.  It supposes that God
will indulge us in our sensual
propensities and cause His mercy
to tarry for us till we have
consummated our iniquitous
purposes.  It shows we prefer, for
the present at least, the devil to
Christ, sin to holiness, earth to
heaven.

Can we suppose that God will
be thus mocked?   Adam Clarke

Procrastination
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Inspiration in Song

All Hail the Bright City is a collection of spiritual
songs sung by the Hargrave brothers (and Bro. Seby
Strizu), most of which, they have written themselves.

It is available in either CD ($10 US) or cassette ($5
US).  To order, please contact:

Zion’s Voice
640 East F St.

Upland, CA 91786

“As free, and not using your liberty
for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the
servants of God.” I Pet. 2:16.  “But whoso
looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and
continueth therein, he being not a forgetful
hearer, but a doer of the work, this man
shall be blessed in his deed.”  James 1:25.

There is no denying that there is a
wonderful liberty ordained of God and
sanctioned by His church which allows a
child of God to serve Him in a way which
will free one from self and the devil.
“Then said Jesus to those Jews which
believed on him, If ye continue in my
word, then are ye my disciples indeed;
And ye shall know the truth and the truth
shall make you free.”  Jn. 8:31, 32.
Continual obedience to the truth is
rewarded with true gospel liberty.

Now what some are perniciously
mislabelling liberty of conscience is
nothing more than a promotion of liberality
of the flesh; a cover-up or cloak for one
wanting to have his or her own way.  The
intent is self-serving.  The victims
generally will be those who resent any
restraint being placed on their fleshly
whims, whether it concerns dress or
outward appearance along any lines,
submission in the home, submission to
the church, or accepting a repudiation in
regards to their private interpretation of
the scripture.  When the redeeming
judgments pour out of  Zion, flesh becomes
offended and takes liberty to leave and do
what it wants.  A lot of sugar-coated
words may be used to cloak the behavior,
yet the fruits bear witness of the intent.
“And many shall follow their pernicious
ways; by reason of whom the way of truth
shall be evil spoken of.”  II Pet. 2:2.  “But
chiefly them that walk after the flesh in
the lust of uncleanness, and despise
government.  Presumptuous are they,
selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak

The
Law
of
Liberty

evil of dignities.”  II Pet. 2:10.  Despising
governments, over-ruling the fact that the
church of the living God is a theocracy,
they throw out that emotionally-laden
phrase, man-rule as reason for their
antagonism.  They speak evil of the saints,
especially the ministry, meanwhile,
attracting to themselves a gathering of
those who resent any type of authority or
judgment placed on their pet behaviors,
that are only damaging their one eternal
soul.

The term liberty of conscience is
being used as a cover-up for compromise
and desiring the worldly way, while
feigning a form of religiosity at the same
time.  “While they
promise them
liberty, they
themselves are the
servants of
corruption: for of
whom a man is
overcome, of the
same is he brought
in bondage.  For if
after they have
escaped the
pollutions of the
world through the
knowledge of the
Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ, they
are again
entangled therein,
and overcome, the
latter end is worse
with them than the
beginning.”  II Pet.
2:19, 20.  “But it
is happened unto
them according to
the true proverb,
The dog is turned
to his own vomit

again; and the sow that was washed to her
wallowing in the mire.”  The fruit of this
“freedom” in question, is a return to
compromise, to the bondage of Babylon
and her ways of thinking–a corrupted
gathering.  Freedom to work in darkness
rather than to have their works or concerns
manifested in the light, lest their deeds be
reproved.  Freedom of the heart to rule as
it wishes or to judge in a seem right
manner with freedom to selectively obey
the scriptures of their liking.  Yet, the
Word states, “Knowing this first, that no
prophecy of the scripture is of any private
interpretation.”  II Pet. 1:20.  They will
again become entangled in the man-made

By Sis. Sue O’Shea
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The church of God, how holy she;
How pure and undefiled.

She stands through all the storms
that come,

Though they be raging wild.

Her foundation’s not a weak one,
She’s built on the solid Rock.

She’ll stand through ridicule and scorn,
She’ll stand the Judgment shock.

Though some may leave her holy way,
She’s standing just as strong.

She will not yield to worldly ways,
For this she knows is wrong.

Some may say she is too strait,
But onward she will go,

Rejoicing in the narrow way,
And conquering every foe.

For Jesus stands beside her,
He will her helper be,

He will support and comfort her,
Her shield and portion be.

His strength will e’er uphold her,
In time of deep distress,

She will come through victorious,
She’ll settle for nothing less.

Thank God for the church triumphant,
She wins o’er every foe,

She will stand firm, strong, and true,
E’en though fierce winds may blow.

—Sis. Angie Frazier (Age 18)

The Church Triumphant

movements and cages of deception they
were once truly freed from.  Or, perhaps,
they will establish their own personal
movement.  This move toward
compromise will overtake them in the
end.

As misery loves company, they will
promise souls liberty from man-rule and
freedom from offences.  Oh, how woeful
a bondage such as this is!  What a doomful
end for these who will face the final
authority and judgments of an ever
powerful and unchanging God who will
judge us according to His Word and will
not bend.  Conclusively, situational ethics
has no place in the church of God.

Let us define true liberty of conscience
according to the Word of God under the
inspiration of the Holy Ghost.

“For brethren, ye have been called
unto liberty; only use not liberty for an
occasion to the flesh, but by love serve
one another.”  Gal. 5:13.  Power for the
saints to love souls and to serve one
another according to the Word of God,
without giving any occasion to the flesh
or selfish impulses.

The saints in Oklahoma City regularly meet at their
Chapel at 1020 N Valley View Drive, Oklahoma City

Oklahoma City Chapel

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship: 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening: 6:45 p.m.

Wednesday Evening: 7:30 p.m.

Contact Bro. Gary Boevers (405) 324-6996

“But whoso looketh into the perfect
law of liberty, and continueth therein, he
being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of
the work, this man shall be blessed in his
deed.”  James 1:25.  Freedom to continue
searching out the Word and power to
continue obeying it.

“So speak ye, and so do, as they that
shall be judged by the law of liberty.”
James 2:12.  Freedom to have your actions
and your words judged by the law of
liberty.  Our conscience, alone, cannot  be
the sole dictate of our actions, as it can be
ignorant, affected by circumstance,
feelings, and can become seared or even
hardened.

“And I will walk at liberty: for I seek
thy precepts.”  Ps. 119:45.  Freedom to
walk about Zion, to seek out the Word
and the foundational doctrines upon which
the church is established.

“Being then made free from sin, ye
became the servants of righteousness.”
Rom. 6:18.  Freedom from sin.

“But Jerusalem which is above is
free, which is the mother of us all.”  Gal.
4:26.  Only in Jerusalem, which is above,

ordained of God, the beautiful church of
the living God, is there true liberty.  She
is the mother of the free.  She is visible and
is a true, loving mother.  She will instruct,
reprove, and chastise her children’s
behavior in this preliminary judgment,
and every child of God has the liberty to
submit themselves into her hands, that we
can truly lay aside every weight and sin
which doth so easily beset us to freely run
the race that is set before us.  &
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world today, the conscience rules and the
opinions of man prevail.  Methods have
been learned and their attendance records
convince them, that in this modern day, a
new approach to soul-winning is
necessary.  After all, “he that winneth
souls is wise.”

Self-proclaimed prophets of today
insist that this is effective evangelism.
They have decided to give the young
people three parts volleyball and skating,
to one part Bible study, and instead of the
old-fashioned way of telling them to
separate from worldly music, whether
rock n’ roll or rap, they just change the
words, but keep the beat.  There will be
some “hip” new converts before you know
it!  Just tell the people how much Jesus
loves them–don’t offend them with
specifics concerning conduct or dress.
And please, do not be narrow-minded
concerning doctrine, because that would
hinder the ecumenical flow.

But what are we going to do about the
Bible?  It states, “BE NOT
CONFORMED TO THIS WORLD.”
God was the inspiration behind these
words.  When did the God who changes
not, change?

Under divine inspiration, the apostle
went on to say, “be ye TRANSFORMED
by the renewing of your mind” (Rom.
12:2).  This is a most concerning point,
for though their parking lots are getting
filled, it is difficult to find in the lives of
their adherents, the proof of deep, divine
transformation of heart and mind.  Herein
lies the separating factor for a true child
of God.  Can someone be divinely
transformed, a new creature in Christ,
and yet remain so interested in the world,
so tolerant and “understanding” of its
sins, and so shallow when it comes to
having real Bible convictions?

The problem is, this exercise of human
wisdom has not produced divine results.
It has created a religious breed with no
real Holy Ghost power, who are
unaquainted with the cross and its

Souls are in grave danger of
embracing the smooth, effeminate
brand of “Christianity” that is so easily
found today.  Were Peter and Paul to
enter upon this modern scene, I expect
their holy indignation would rise to
boiling and their tongues employ
emphatic denunciations, for this neo-
gospel is not the gospel that they
laboured and died for.

While the early morning church
“turned the world upside down,” we
see that mainstream Christianity has
been turned upside down by the world.
In an effort to “win the people to
Christ” and to “make attractive the
way,” the cost of discipleship has been
lowered, “equally costly faith” is not
so costly anymore, and the narrow
way has been comfortably broadened
to accommodate those who falter at
too much “straitness.”

It seems they are intent on paving
the smoothest road to heaven that they
can, taking out all the “bumps” for
those who aren’t fully convinced that
the way of the cross is worth leaving
the world for anyway.

Intellectual minds have re-
evaluated things and concluded that to
win the world, you must reach them on
their level.  Hence, they evince a brand
of “love” which spares all judgment,
tolerates sin and error, and will work
all manner of compromises to reach
the masses in such a way so as not to
make them feel that the gospel will
place any requirements upon them.
This is a far cry from those radical
prophets of old who dared to “cry
aloud and spare not,” in order to show
the people their transgresssions!

Just think, had the martyrs of old
such “wisdom” as this, they could
have avoided their martydom!  What
reproach they could have been spared!
How congenial would have been their
path!

Within the clime of the church-

attending glory.  The world looking on
is unconvinced, even mocking.

This “evangelism” will never
produce a people of early morning
stock.  There is no resemblance.

But the hardy brand of
Christianity, that which is pure and
undefiled, and, do not forget, also
“unspotted from the world,” is of no
such temper.  It will still make an issue
of sin, with very distinct lines, though
they be accused of having a harsh
spirit.  It never has become a friend to
the world, but reproves it.  It is actuated
by the Holy Ghost, and all of its loves
and hates are borne of Him.

One writer stated, “The men who
move the world are the ones who do
not let the world move them.”  These,
I say, are great men; men who know
and fear their God; men who will stand
up and say, “Thus saith the Lord!”
though the whole world be offended;
men who love souls enough to bear
their wrath in an effort to save them
from eternal hell.

This “seem right” way is seeming
more right to people all the time, but
God does not negotiate with the world.
He calls it to repentance, and points
out the only path to heaven that there
is–the one that is still strait and narrow,
which only those who have been
crucified with Christ can walk upon.&

“Oh for a br eath

from heaven

that shall scatter

these despicable

compromises!”

Turned Upside Down by the World
By Sis. Susan Mutch
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Oklahoma :  It is wonderful to
have the opportunity to
“contend for the faith that was
once delivered unto the saints.”
Once again we are hearing that
certain sound that the saints of
old testified of.  Truly this is the
way.

While men are slumbering
and sleeping in babel’s night,
we hear the message “the
bridegroom cometh.”  The light
of the Holy Ghost is shining
and giving light for all to prepare
to go out to meet Him.

The Oklahoma City
meeting was a complete success
with many Bible doctrines made
clear.  Souls were saved and
some established in a deeper
experience of grace.  As I have
stated in the past, I know of no
other group of people that bring
such clarity to the gospel of
Christ.  It is a privilege to sit in
heavenly places and enjoy the
fellowship of God’s true people.

May we all continue to
press as never before, with holy
love for the Saviour, and for
mankind to see the kingdom of
God built up.

Enjoying true holiness,
Bro. Gary Boevers

Mexico :  We are thankful to
give a report of a wonderful
meeting!  The windows of
heaven were opened and the
blessings flowed.  Dear readers,
this should tell you something–
Church of God meetings just
keep getting better and better.
There is a steady upward climb.

We heard many
testimonies, including the
young people and children,
rejoicing with tears for salvation
and the privilege of being part
of the Church of God.

The devil was exposed in
many areas, as the Word of
God was preached in its clarity.
Much understanding was
gained from the book of
Revelation, exposing many
false doctrines, including
erroneous teachings concerning
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Kenya :  The fifth annual campmeeting
at Kathagari, Embu, Kenya, has passed
with great success.  We are seeing the
work grow and deepen in the Lord.  Souls
are being established and coming from
Catholicism, Pentecostalism and other
false churches.  We have a faithful ministry
being raised up.  Bro. Ishmael Karewa is
doing a good work for restoration.  We
are thankful for the true Church of God
and the opportunity to take the everlasting
gospel to this nation.  Our native pastors
and gospel workers are endeavouring,
with very little means, to spread the truth.
We are thankful for their labours.

Our evangelistic company consisted
of myself, Bro. Ray Tinsman and his
wife, Bro. Randall Hargrave, Bro. Chuck
Azbill, Sis. Kathy Schmidt, and Sis.

California :  On January 1 - 6, Bro. Gary
Boevers of Oklahoma City was evangelist
for special meetings at Upland, California.

We very much enjoyed the fellowship
of he and his family with the saints, and
the good, sound messages delivered to us.

The meeting was well attended and
we greatly appreciated this spiritual effort
in our locality.   Bro. Daniel Layne

the number 666.
A baptismal service was held, in which

seven saints followed the commandment
of the Bible in water immersion.

We are thankful for the saints from
the U.S.A and Canada who came to
support this meeting.  Pray that the seed
that was sown will bring forth much fruit.

Sis. Ellie Froese

Russia :  We thank the Lord for the time
that we were able to spend in Russia from
Dec. 22nd to Jan. 2nd.  We are thankful
for a safe trip and for the blessings on the
meeting and on the many visits that we
were able to make in different homes.  We
appreciated the support of the saints
through their prayers for this journey.

Our group of 13 arrived at the
Moscow airport on Dec. 22nd.  As in
August 2000, we continued our trip by
bus, except now it was winter and snow
covered the ground.

The meeting was held from Dec. 24 -
31, and was conducted in the Russian
language.  Bro. Siegfried Tovstiga and I
preached the Word of God and the Lord
blessed the effort in a wonderful way.
The special singers of our gospel company
served with their songs.  Visitors came
from the local village, as well as from the
surrounding communities, and received
the Word with a great hunger and with
obedient hearts.  Some had travelled about
1,000 kilometers to be in the meeting
again.  Many sought help at the prayer
bench.  Several were saved and, as we
have heard since, experienced a lasting
change in their lives.

We were also invited to visit the
congregation in Boncarovo again, and we
spent New Year’s Eve and New Year’s
Day with them, as well as two visits
during the course of the week.

One morning the saints travelled to
the town of Toropec, where the local
police had set a trap for us.  We had
divided into three groups in order to visit

the weekly market, when one of the groups
of young people were approached by two
women who asked for religious literature.
The young people were reluctant to
comply, as they had had the uneasy feeling
of having been followed for a while and
they felt uneasy about the motives of
these women.  But finally they did give
them a tract.  At that moment the police
moved in and arrested the whole group
for passing out unregistered literature.
(This had been the only material that they
had passed out that morning).  They were
taken and locked up, searched and
questioned.  The mighty hand of God, that
wonderfully protects His children, came
to our help in this situation and stopped
the authorities from making things very
difficult for us.  All were released after
two hours.

The  devil doesn’t like it when God’s
children come into his territory to disturb
him!  But thank God, this incident
reminded us that we wrestle not against
flesh and blood, but against the rulers of
the darkness of this world.  The devil is
defeated and has no power over God’s
children!  He can only threaten.

We are thankful for an open door to
Russia.  Pray for the Russian people.
They desperately need the living, mighty
God, who delivers souls from the darkness
and the superstition, into which the
Russian people have fallen.  The Lord has
a people there that He wants to lead to the
light and to add to His church–His Bride
–which He is coming to receive soon.

Sis. Hilde Groetzinger
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CONTACTS

California, USA

Bro. Daniel Layne        (909) 944-2657

Illinois & Wisconsin, USA

Bro. Patrick O’Shea     (262) 652-7517

Indiana, USA

Bro. Ray Tinsman   (765) 468-7373

Louisiana, USA

Sis. Tavel Hilbun         (504) 878-4477

Ohio, USA

Bro. Randy Hargrave   (937) 278-8119

Oklahoma, USA

Bro. Gary Boevers        (405) 324-6996

Washington, USA

Sis. Diane Ewing   (360) 966-0997

British Columbia, Canada

Sis. Susan Mutch         (604) 795-7755

Manitoba, Canada

Bro. & Sis. Wieler    (204) 434-6858

Ontario, Canada

Bro. Henry Hildebrandt (519) 765-2331

Germany

Bro. Siegfried Tovstiga   (7136) 2 65 80

Mexico

Bro. Peter Hildebrandt   52-158-405-80

Africa

Bro. Ishmael Karewa      Embu, Kenya

Bro. Benard Kabuthi, pastor of the Machakos congregation, in front of his house

Manitoba :  We would like to express our
thankfulness to God for the wonderful
meeting we were privileged to have here,
from the 17th to the 21st of January.

Our hearts rejoiced as the clear sound
of the Word of God went forth.  We heard
a number of messages on the Church of
God and they edified and challenged us to
a more perfect walk with our God.  How
thankful we are to see the church
continually being purged and purified.

We appreciate very much the support
we received from the saints.  Quite a
number of the brethren travelled here
from Ohio, Indiana, California,
Wisconsin, B.C., and Ontario.

It is our desire to see the work of God
grow and prosper in this area.
Thankful to be a part of the true church,

Bro. David Hildebrandt

Ministers and their spouses in attendance at the campmeeting in Kenya

Elizabeth O’Shea.  We averaged about
280 in attendance and 47 were baptized.
There were a number of people saved.
After the campmeeting, we visited three
local congregations and, in the last
meeting, seven men came forward to seek
salvation.

The saints there send greetings and
are very thankful for the financial help
during the time of their recent automobile
accident, in which a number of them were
injured and killed.  They are also thankful
for the ongoing support of the church at
large, in helping to obtain places of
worship.  Much clothing was donated and
taken on this trip.  It was given out, and
because of the saintly character of it, was
much appreciated by the saints in Kenya.

Please pray for the work and the
ministry.   Bro. Daniel Layne
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