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To be worldly is a mockery of Christ.
It mocks His humble birth, His holy youth,
His sacrificial ministry and His agonizing
death. To be worldly means to mock the
One who bore the heavy cross, the awful
shame, the cruel stripes and intense pain
to take away your heavy burdens. It is a
mockery because Christ did not die for
you to be worldly, but He died that you
would give up the entire world and follow
Him. You may mock Him now, but in
Psalm 37:13, God says, “The Lord shall
laugh at him, for he seeth that his day is
coming.”

When I think of Jesus’ experience in
His youth and that of some professing
young people of our day, I can see a great
difference. He sat at the elders’ feet

listening and asking them questions that
astounded them. Some young people today
are astounding the elders by listening to
“gospel” CD’s and worldly talk. They are
making the elders ask some questions.
Jesus was busy going about His Father’s
business. Some “saved” young people are
also busy. Busy in the mirror admiring
their form-fitting clothes and borderline-
standard hairstyles. Some are busily
involved in “sanctified” dating. This is
“okay” because they don’t actually date.
They just attempt mind connections and
eye contact, and “accidentally” end up
being near them. Then they have the
audacity to say, “Follow me as I follow
Christ.”

John writes in 1 John 2:15-17, “Love

not the world, neither the things that are in
the world. If any man love the world, the
love of the Father is not in him. For all that
is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not
of the Father, but is of the world. And the
world passeth away, and the lust thereof:
but he that doeth the will of God abideth
for ever.”

Have you overcome these things?
Have you given up all to the Saviour so
dear, or do you still struggle with a love
for the world? Can Jesus say of you, that
you are in the world, but not of it? Or are
you one of those who only wants part of
the Book?

“Wherefore seeing we also are
compassed about with so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight,
and the sin which doth so easily beset
us…” Heb. 12:1.

Worldliness is a weight that will take
away your Christian liberty and joy. Not
only that, if not laid aside it will become
sin and cause you to stumble.

The Lord said “…if thine eye offend
thee, pluck it out: it is better for thee to
enter into the kingdom of God with one
eye, than having two eyes to be cast into
hell fire.” Mark 9:47. This not only applies

A Warning to the Worldly
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“Do you love the world in its pomp and show?
In its course of sin will you onward go?

Is the pride of life more than heaven above?
Will you lose your soul for the sins you love?”

—B.E. Warren
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The great work of the Church of God is to labour for the
salvation of eternity-bound souls. Due to the fact that this
world is presently over-run with false religion, with all of its
false doctrines which are leading souls astray, the work of
rescuing souls requires more than just telling people about
Calvary. Literally multitudes have been brought under the
influence of “another gospel.” Hence, to do a soul-saving
work, the church must spend much time refuting the reli-
gious errors that have people deceived. Wrong doctrine
produces wrong living, and wrong living will not make it
into heaven.

Throngs of people have been assured by false prophets,
that they are on their way to heaven, yet they are still bound
in their sin, lukewarm in spiritual desire, carnal and world-
loving. Such will not enter heaven!  And such poor, deluded
souls must be rescued before they end up in an eternal hell!!
Oh, Church of God, do you see the staggering magnitude of
the work at hand?!

Satan wants this world kept deceived.  God wants His
saints to expose the devil’s works that are leading souls to
eternal damnation. Though we may feel ourselves to be but
feeble Jews, to this work we are called and this work we will
do, by the living grace of God.

We rejoice for all those who have been saved in recent
months and for their desire to grow in the grace and the
knowledge of Jesus Christ.  May God establish souls in His
holy truth, that they can stand against all the wiles of the
devil. We also rejoice for all the new ministers that God is
quickly raising up to help in this end-time harvest.      –sm
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Dear saints,
Thank God for this end-time

Restoration! I am so glad for salvation!
I’m glad that the Lord saved my soul and
that now I am able to lay down at night
knowing that all guilt is gone. There was
a time when I could not do that. What a
difference! Praise the Lord! I’ve been
saved for two years.

Thank the Lord for leading me out of
confusion. I was in sectism for a number
of years. Now, what I mean by sectism is
this–any group of people that call
themselves a church and yet do not the
will of the Lord; they don’t seek the truth
out of the Bible and live it. That is sectism!
They only say they need to do good and
that they, some day, will do good, but
never do it.

I know because I did the same thing.
I always wanted to do good but never
could do it, because the Lord could never
have His way there. Therefore, I’m so
glad the Lord brought me out of that. Now
I see why the Lord could not have His
way, because that kind of gospel is very
much butchered up. How dare they say
the Bible tells us to sin, when all through
the Bible we find that we must stay away
from sin!–in Exodus 20:20, in I Sam.
14:34, in Psalm 4:4, in Psalm 39:1, in
Ezk. 3:21, in I Cor. 15:34, in I John 2:1.
I only named a few scriptures. There are
more that say that.

But I’m thankful that in the Church of
God, the Lord has His way. In Matt. 7:21
the Lord said, “Not every one that saith
unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven.” That means that all
those who have that “always wanting to
do good doctrine,” will  not make it. It has
to be a doing so doctrine. Any teaching
other than the real truth, will not be
accepted by God.

Now think about it, if God had planned
there to be so many different doctrines
(beliefs) would there not have to be more
than one Bible? And that the prophecy of
all them would have to be fulfilled, as it is
in this one Bible that we have now? Now,
there is more than one Bible, as the
Mormon’s have their own, and there are
probably others, but none of their prophecy
has been fulfilled. Therefore we know

there is only one way to heaven.
In Luke 13:24 it says, “Strive to enter

in at the strait gate”–notice here that it
says gate, not gates–“for many, I say unto
you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be
able.” Now, the gate here is not the end of
our life when we enter into heaven, it’s
here on earth, the moment that we get
saved. That is when we enter in. And then
we also have to strive to stay in. Therefore,
we must have one true teaching, or else
we will not make it. I’m so thankful that
the Lord revealed the truth to me.

My prayer is that the Lord will bring
more people to the truth, and to help all
the saints, to be a help and a light and
blessing to others.  Bro. Jacob Rempel

Texas, USA

Praise the Lord! I’m very thankful to
the Lord that He has brought me to the
place where we have holy young people.

I’m sorry to have to say, yet it is the
truth, I know many “churches” in our
area, and I know each church at least so
much that I feel clear to say that not one
of these churches is going to be able to
stand on that last Judgment Day, because
they don’t fulfill their duty towards their
children and young people.

I even give each church in our area
the testimony that each minister not only
doesn’t fulfill their calling, but doesn’t
want to fulfill their calling. The reason
why I know this is because if they are told
how it is supposed to be, it is too strict for
them. Or they excuse themselves by saying
that we are no longer under the law but
under grace. They rest upon the scripture
in Gal. 5:13 “For, brethren, ye have been
called unto liberty.” This scripture is
loved by them, but they are not willing to
keep on reading where it says, “only use
not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but

by love serve one another.” They say they
don’t want to give the flesh any room, yet
are quick to add that they are putting forth
a great effort, but are not able to keep
their young people under control.

If only they would keep and warn
their young people as much from sin, as
they warn them against God’s true people,
or the meetings of the saints, then their
young people would be changed from
night to day.

“We leave it up to the Holy Ghost to
judge who is saved or not,” is another
statement that has been said by them. Yet
when it comes to fighting against, or even
leading souls away from God’s church,
they leave nothing “up to the Holy Ghost,”
but fight with hands, feet and everything
they have, against the true people of God.
If they would be asked at this point why
they don’t leave this up to the Holy Ghost
as well, most likely they would answer
that they can’t stand to see souls misled in
ignorance.

Our reply is: When you, as blind
preachers, if you could not stand all the
sinfulness, godless lives, and worldliness,
and would have such a hatred against it as
you have against the people of God, then
your “church” would be changed from
night to day!

It doesn’t mean as much to me
anymore when someone says that their
young people are saved. I only wonder if
they understand that salvation means
living a holy life and what is holy or what
is sinful? One day they will stand with all
these things before God.

I’m feeling very free in saying that I
will never go back to Babylon; never go
back to all of these shallow “churches.” I
am tired of places where the minister
doesn’t fulfill his calling and where the
Christians are being pressed down.

Of course I know that in all these
false churches are some honest souls, and
it’s not my intention to rob them of their
courage. Much more I want to encourage
them to obey the scriptures (Rev. 18:4,
Isa. 48:20, 52:11-12, II Cor. 6:14-18). If
they’ll obey these scriptures, Isa. 35:10
will be fulfilled.

I’m thankful to be in God’s church,
where the young people want to live a
holy life and have a relationship with

Dear saints,
I am thankful to be saved and satisfied

and in the truth. I have been reading in
Psalm 107.  In verse 9 it says, “For he
satisfieth the longing soul…” I am thankful
that He satisfied my soul. Please pray for
me. Sis. Annie Neufeld (Age 12)

Ontario, Canada

What a Difference!

Saved and Satisfied

I Will Never Go Back to Babylon
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I’m also so thankful for the camp
meeting in Ohio. One night as I walked
into the prayer chapel, it was full of young
brothers, who for a long time under tears
sought God in prayer. I felt very clearly
that they were praying in the Spirit. Thank
the Lord I can have a part.

Thank God for His church, where the
ministry is burdened to show and keep the
young people in the right way.

Saved and sanctified,
Bro. Isaak Dyck (Age 24)

Chihuahua, Mexico

“Walk about Zion, and go round
about her: tell the towers thereof.  Mark
ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces
…” Psalm 48:12-13.

Praise the Lord!  That is what I have
been doing. The Lord is doing a great
work in these end times. Thank God the
days are passed where we only read about
old-fashioned meetings. God is now
restoring the church and bringing souls
in! Dry-eyed experiences will not do.
God requires real godly sorrow and
repentance to save souls.

Thank God, I was able to see and
experience exactly that with my own eyes
in the Texas meeting this past month.  The
church travailed and brought forth
children!  It was wonderful to see hardened
sinners, convicted by the Holy Spirit,
running to the prayer bench in repentance.
Then, oh the joy to see them get up as new
creatures!  The glow in their countenances
showed the glory of the new-found peace
they had just received from God. I
remember one evening service in a special
way.  About seven to ten souls got saved
in that single service.  The Spirit of God
was working in a mighty way.  After a
song about how it pleased God by the
foolishness of preaching to save (I Cor.
1:21), a strong, old-fashioned message on
hell was brought forth by a holy minister.
The preacher pleaded with the sinners to
consider the eternal destiny of their souls.
While the message went forth, the Holy
Spirit moved through the aisles, speaking
to sinners. Then as soon as the invitation
was given for sinners to seek peace with
God, they started to come forward to

That is a wonderful sound to hear,
“Saved Benion Family.”  I did not realize
what I wanted all along in life, was to have
my whole family saved. It has given us a
better life already.

The Lord has been dealing with me
for a long time.  I believe He brought me
and my family to the saints so that I could
be saved.  I know that if I had gone
anywhere else, I would not have been
saved, because I would have heard what
I wanted to hear and not what I needed to
hear.  But God in all His wisdom knew
that my soul needed the truth.

Oh, that wonderful Thanksgiving
night! At the end of service, Sister Pam,
Bro. Ernest and Bro. Dale went to the
front to sing a song.  My son Marcus (now
Bro. Marcus) said to me he had to go to
the restroom. After he left, my daughter-
in-law, Sarah, asked me to hold my
granddaughter. In my mind I thought she
was going to the restroom also. Well
thank the Lord, the next thing I saw was
her going to the altar.  After she went to
the altar, I saw an empty spot and thought
I would go there, but by then my son
returned. He calmly removed his coat and

pray. As the sinners were crying, different
saints fell on their knees and interceded in
prayer for them.  Oh the glory, as one
after another, the sinners got up from the
prayer bench no longer sinners, but new
babes in Christ!  But thank God, as souls
were being saved inside, God was working
on those that had already left the room.
Then to see them come back in, and they
too–seeing the glory–could no longer resist
the Spirit of God, but sought peace, and
left the place changed!

I am so thankful for Zion. She is my
mother!  There is nothing in the world that
can compare with the glory of the Church
of God. All the entertainments and
pleasures in the world are vanity and
unsatisfying.  But thank God, the pleasures
in Zion are pure and lasting. I am still
marvelling and meditating on what the
Lord did in Texas.  What a privilege to be
a part of His kingdom!
Saved, sanctified, and part of the body,

Sis. Christy Schmidt
Manitoba, Canada

folded it and then he went to the altar and
took the spot I was thinking of going to.
The next thing I remember is seeing Sis.
Lucretia holding her hands toward me to
take my granddaughter and I gave her to
her.  Before the devil could stop me, I was
at the altar begging the Lord to forgive me
of all my sins; sins that had accumulated
for over 40 years.

In a message I heard Bro. Ray preach,
he once said he was thankful to be saved
at an early age because he did not have a
lot of burdens to get rid of. The other day
I was speaking with one of the young
saints in Ohio and I used a term that is
common in the world and he did not know
what I was saying.  I quickly realized two
things–I have a lot to learn on how to
address the saints and that he has had the
benefit of not hearing some of the things
I have heard that caused me to sin. Young
saints are so fortunate because, being
saved at an early age, they do not have a
chance to live in years of sins.  Living in
sin for many years hinders the salvation
of your soul because your earthly desires
fight against the Word of God. Only
through God’s mercy and with the help of
His messengers, can you overcome that
hurdle.

During my devotions this week, I was
reading in Proverbs and Ecclesiastes.
There were several scriptures that came
together for me. First, Ecclesiastes 9:3:
“This is an evil among all things that are
done under the sun, that there is one event
unto all: yea, also the heart of the sons of
men is full of evil, and madness is in their
heart while they live, and after that they
go to the dead.”

I was living that life of sin and death.
I tried to seek understanding on my own
and felt I did not need the help of anyone.
The Lord made sure I struggled in this
manner by preventing me from getting
understanding of His Word on my own.

Then I read Ecclesiastes 9:18.
“Wisdom is better than weapons of war:
but one sinner destroyeth much good.”  I
know I was that sinner.  Not only did I sin,
but I caused many others to sin.  I will
never forget that because it will help me to
continue to live a saved life so that I can
help others in the service of the Lord.

Since I have been saved the Lord has

Pleasures in Zion

Wonderful Thanksgiving Night!
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We so appreciate your work for the
Gospel Trumpet.

The Lord has really blessed our
family.  Please keep praying for us here.
We are being encouraged daily.  God is
faithful to teach us precept upon precept.

I am so thankful for God’s truths.  I
came across a verse the other day that
really blessed my soul. “Our soul is
escaped as a bird out of the snare of the
fowlers; the snare is broken and we are
escaped.” Psa. 124:7. The more I learn of
the false doctrines that are out there and
loved ones that are deceived by them, the
more this verse means to me.  Praise God
for His liberation!

I want to do everything I can to please
the Lord.  He is so good to my family and
me. God bless all the saints.

Sis. Janette Griffith
Tennessee, USA

In recent times, the Church of God
has been in the lime-light around different
parts of the world.  Various articles have
been written and stories have been passed
from one to another.  Some speak positive
things about us, while others convey
horrible fabrications.

As for us, who are part of this glorious
church, who observe its every act, take
part in its trials, bear one anothers’
burdens, endure each others’ pains and
sorrows, and know, first hand, what is
happening, we have found a wonderful
home!  One where we know we are secure.
We know someone is concerned for us
and is willing to guide and assist us.  It is
a place of real refuge where we can find
strength for the pleasant times as well as
the dire times.  It is a real anchor from the
every day trials and from the distress of
the world around us.  If others believe that
we are dragged in and forced to do things
against our own will, how very sadly
mistaken they are.  We have proved the
scriptures to be true, “In the multitude of
counsellors there is safety.”  Never have

Dear saints and readers,
I am so glad as to the Lord’s mercy.

He truly is a wonderful Friend and Saviour.
I spent close to twenty years out in sin,
knowing the truth and the awful condition
in which my soul was abiding.  But oh, the
love of Jesus!  How He followed after my
soul.  I am so glad He kept looking for me
and calling me.

When I finally made my decision to
serve the Lord just a few short weeks ago,
it was as if I had a great burden of
loneliness lifted from my chest and I had
found a new friend that promised He
would never leave me alone.  And OH, I
HAVE FOUND IT SO!!!  The Lord has
shown so much kindness to me and I know
that He can do the same for anyone else
who may be sad and lonely.  He will be
your dearest friend. He will never leave
your side and He will help you to be all
that you were created to be!

The Christian life is an easy life; no
more worries about impressing this person
or that person; no more conforming
because everyone else is doing it. You can
do what you want when you want to.  It is
truly glorious!!

Pray for me saints, that I can grow
strong in the Lord.  I just want to be all

helped me deal with a lot of situations in
a different manner.  I use the scripture in
Proverbs 18:10, “The name of the Lord is
a strong tower: the righteous runneth into
it, and is safe.”  When the enemy comes to
try to take away what I have gotten, or put
doubt in my mind, I just call on God and
He helps me to defeat those things.

I am truly fortunate the Lord has
spared me long enough to be saved.  There
have been many occasions where He could
have given up on me and taken my life and
sent me to a fiery grave.  But because of
His mercy I am saved.

I ask the saints to continue to pray for
me that I can use what the Lord has given
me to serve Him and to help other souls
get saved.  I will never forget November
28, 2002. It is the day my youngest son,
my daughter (Sarah) and I were born
again.  Praise God for His mercy!

Bro. Ernest Benion Sr.
Indiana, USA

that He would have me to be.
Your baby brother in the Lord,
Bro. Marcus Benion (Age 19)

Indiana, USA

we felt so safe before, knowing there is
someone watching out for our souls and
concerned about our actions.

As has been mentioned in a message
some time ago, who are we as young
people to say, this is how we will live our
lives?  We are all capable of living on the
streets, being unhappily married or
divorced, having poor, forlorn children
out of wedlock, being a dope addict, a
murderer, an alcoholic, or caught up in
any of the terrible and wicked snares of
this world. We, in our own strength,
could never avoid heading in this direction.
The good Lord saw fit to put someone in
our path to stop us from going into absolute
damnation. It took someone to actually
tell us where we were headed and to show
us something better.  Thank the Lord for
people that were not satisfied with living
in the world or with living in a dry, false
religious form and sought for something
better, searched for something more
satisfying, until they found it and have
since revealed it to us.

Life does not have to be mournful,
drear, nor forlorn. We don’t need to live
ever waiting for one day maybe
encountering something satisfying, nor
live in despair because the “good times”
are all in the past.  Thank the Lord to be
living in a day and age where we can
experience the Lord’s unction and
anointing and where we can feel Him in
our midst.  We have Him right here with
us, all the time, to guide us and direct us
where we need to go.

Best of all, we don’t have to live
secluded lives since God has provided a
wonderful body of people that are on this
journey with us, aiding us in all that
comes our way.  So, whatever people may
speak against us and ponder in their minds
about us, I’m thankful to be experiencing
daily what it is like to be a part of God’s
elect few.  We have not gone by “hear-
say,” but have actually tasted and sampled
what a wonderful experience it is to be a
part of the glorious Church of God.  It is
the one and only place in this world that
we can rightly claim as our home and
sanctuary.
Thankful to have found my place of safety,

Sis. Anita Friesen
Ontario, Canada

A Great Burden Lifted

A Wonderful Home!

Faithful to Teach Us
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to your own spiritual life, but also to the
life of the church. The church will give
you a season of time to be healed, but if
you fail to find healing in Zion, then you
will be plucked from the body. It does not
matter what part of the body you think
you are. The church cannot allow your
worldliness to spread like a contagious
disease to unstable souls. You become a
weight that the church cannot afford to
carry. You hinder God’s moving, which
is not a light thing to do.

You say you cannot bear the reproach
(check your heart, not your lips). What a
shame! You cannot bear it for the One
who did so much for you! You may say
that you can bear the cross, and that the
problem is that the saints go too far, or
you may say, “I don’t see any harm in it.”
You just need to take the plunge, and if
you are sincere, God will show you.

Some people really do see, but will
hang on to a trinket for the carnal

A Warning to the Worldly
Continued from Page 1

Ye adulterers and adulteresses–
These words are frequently used to denote
those who are faithless towards God and
are frequently applied to those who forsake
God for idols (Hos. 3:1). It is not necessary
to suppose that the apostle meant that
those to whom he wrote were literally
guilty of the sins here referred to; but he
rather refers to those who were unfaithful
to their covenant with God by neglecting
their duty to Him, and yielding themselves
to the indulgence of their own lusts and
passions. The idea is, “You have, in effect,
broken your marriage covenant with God
by loving the world more than Him and,
by the indulgence of your carnal
inclinations, you have violated those
obligations to self-mortification and self-
denial to which you were bound by your
religious engagements.”

To convince them of the evil of this,
the apostle shows them what was the true
nature of that friendship of the world
which they sought. It may be remarked
here, that no terms could have been found
which would have shown more decidedly
the nature of the sin of forgetting the
covenant vows of religion for the pleasures
of the world, than those which the apostle
uses here. It is a deeper crime to be
unfaithful to God than to any created
being, and it will yet be seen that even the
violation of the marriage contract, great
as is the sin, is a slight offence compared
with unfaithfulness toward God.

Know ye not that the friendship of
the world–The term world here is to be

understood not of the physical world as
God made it, for we could not well speak
of the “friendship” of that, but of the
community, or people, called “the world,”
in contradistinction from the people of
God.

The “friendship of the world” is the
love of that world–of the maxims which
govern it, the principles which reign there,
the ends that are sought, the amusements
and gratifications which characterize it,
as distinguished from the Church of God.
It consists in setting our hearts on those
things; in conforming to them; in making
them the object of our pursuit with the
same spirit with which they are sought by
those who make no pretensions to religion.

Is enmity with God–Is in fact
hostility against God, since that world is
arrayed against Him. It neither obeys His
laws, submits to His claims, nor seeks to
honor Him. To love that world is, therefore,
to be arrayed against God, and the spirit
which would lead us to this is, in fact, a
spirit of hostility to God.

Whosoever therefore will be a
friend of the world–“Whoever” he may
be, whether in a “church” or out of it. The
fact of being a member of a church makes
no difference in this respect. The phrase
“whosoever will” implies “purpose,
intention, design.” It supposes that the
heart is set on it, or that there is a deliberate
purpose to seek the friendship of the
world. It refers to that strong desire which
often exists, even among professing

“Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the

friendship of the world is enmity with God?

Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world

is the enemy of God.”  James 4:4

Friendship
with the World

Albert Barnes

Worldliness is a weight
that will take away your
Christian liberty and joy.
Not only that, if not laid
aside it will become sin
and cause you to stumble.

satisfaction they find in being rebellious.
Many times, people will never see it
because they are so spiritually dead that
they have no eyesight. In Prov. 30:17 it
says, “The eye that mocketh at his father,
and despiseth to obey his mother, the
ravens of the valley shall pick it out, and
the young eagles shall eat it.” To continue
to mock God and to despise the commands
of the church (which is the mother of us
all–Gal. 4:26) will land you on the devil’s
banqueting table as part of the great
sacrifice.

In the 6th trumpet time, after the first
generation passed away, the second
generation wanted the easier way; they
lusted after the world. They have the
world now and lost the glory. Oh what a
poor trade! I thank God that this will not
happen in this time to the body as a whole.
The question is, will it happen to you?   &
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Christians, to secure the friendship of the
world; to copy its fashions and vanities,
to enjoy its pleasures, and to share its
pastimes and its friendships. Wherever
there is a manifested purpose to find our
chosen friends and associates there rather
than among Christians; wherever there is
a greater desire to enjoy the smiles and
approbation of the world than there is to

and vales–is full of illustrations of the
divine character, and it cannot be wrong
to contemplate those things with interest,
or with warm affection toward their
Creator.

(2) When that world, however,
becomes our portion; when we study it
only as a matter of science, without
“looking through nature up to nature’s
God;” when we seek the wealth which it
has to confer, or endeavor to appropriate
as our supreme portion its lands, its
minerals, its fruits; when we are satisfied
with what it yields, and when in the
possession or pursuit of these things, our
thoughts never rise to God, and when we
partake of the spirit which rules in the
hearts of those who avowedly seek this
world as their portion, though we profess
religion, then the love of the world becomes
evil, and comes in direct conflict with the
spirit of true religion.

(3) The statement in this verse is,
therefore, one of most fearful import for
many professors of religion. There are
many in the “church” who, so far as
human judgment can go, are
characteristically lovers of the world. This
is shown:

(a) By their conformity to it in all in
which the world is distinguished from the
church as such.

(b) In their seeking the friendship of
the world, or their finding their friends
there rather than among Christians.

(c) In preferring the amusements of
the world to the scenes where spiritually-
minded Christians find their chief
happiness.

(d) In pursuing the same pleasures
that the people of the world do, with the
same expense, the same extravagance,

enjoy the approbation of God and the
blessings of a good conscience, and
wherever there is more conscious pain
because we have failed to win the applause
of the world, or have offended its votaries,
and have sunk ourselves in its estimation,
than there is because we have neglected
our duty to our Saviour, and have lost the
enjoyment of religion, there is the clearest
proof that the heart wills or desires to be
the “friend of the world.”

Is the enemy of God–This is a most
solemn declaration, and one of fearful
import in its bearing on many who are
members of a “church.” It settles the point
that anyone, no matter what his profession,
who is characteristically a friend of the
world, cannot be a true Christian. In
regard to the meaning of this important
verse, then, it may be remarked:

(1) That there is a sense in which the
love of this world, or of the physical
universe, is not wrong. That kind of love
for it as the work of God, which perceives
the evidence of His wisdom and goodness
and power in the various objects of beauty,
usefulness, and grandeur, spread around
us, is not evil. The world as such–the
physical structure of the earth, of the
mountains, forests, flowers, seas, lakes,

The Refuge of Prayer

A head bowed silent in the morn,
Petitions by the Spirit borne,

The secret groanings, not forlorn–
O blessed prayer, our refuge!

A voice crying loudly in the night,
A soul waxed valiant in the fight,
Can surely put the foe to flight–
O blessed prayer, our refuge!

The Holy Ghost shall intercede,
As feeble man doth humbly plead,
To have fulfilled his every need–

O blessed prayer, our refuge!

The supplications offered to heaven
Must be given without leaven;
Carried by the Spirit’s seven–
O blessed prayer, our refuge!

Oh, precious and most wondrous place
Where we obtain His marvellous grace,

Equipping us to win this race–
O blessed prayer, our refuge!

—Bro. Dale Hayton

They have never known what is true
friendship for Him, and by their lives they
show that they can be ranked only among
His foes.

It becomes every professing Christian,
therefore, to examine himself with the
deepest earnestness to determine whether
he is characteristically a friend of the
world or of God; whether he is living for
this life only, or is animated by the high
and pure principles of those who are the
friends of God. The great Searcher of
hearts cannot be deceived, and soon our
appropriate place will be assigned us and
our final Judge will determine to which
class of the two great divisions of the
human family we belong–to those who
are the friends of the world, or to those
who are the friends of God. &

The friendship of the
world is the love of
the world–of the
maxims which govern
it, the principles
which reign there, the
ends that are sought,
the amusements and
gratifications which
characterize it, as
distinguished from the
Church of God.

The world neither obeys His
laws, submits to His claims,
nor seeks to honor Him.

and the same luxury.
(e) In making their worldly interests

the great object of living and everything
else subordinate to that.

This spirit exists in all cases where no
worldly interest is sacrificed for religion;
where everything that religion peculiarly
requires is sacrificed for the world. If this
be so, then there are many professing
Christians who are the “enemies of God.”
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While we of this wondrous
restoration are deemed by the secthood
of Babylonian priests to be quite
overboard in our views and by some
said to be under the rule of men, they
are all the while finding new depths in
the bottomless fall of compromise.  I
suppose that to men in a mile deep pit,
those standing on level ground appear
to be quite a lofty bunch, and at the
same time, they on level ground deem
the ditch dwellers quite fallen from
the normal state of things.

We will say that it is impossible
but for the religious world to think
that this work of God is fanatical.
The condition of the “Christian” world
is so fallen and so displaced from its
normal state that it cannot help but to
see the normal Christians as abnormal
and fanatical.  The high morality,
dress standard, and teaching are far
out to those who are far out.  The
“coats” that God has made us cover
much more than the “fig leaves” of
human creation that scarcely cover
the professed world.

How can people, so long in such
darkness, not hide their eyes (at least
at the first) to such beaming rays that
God is shining forth in the end of this
age?  How can they not be corrupted
in their minds after having leaders
filling them with false information
about the Bible and about the true
saints?

Among the most deceptive of all
the religious world are those who
claim the name of the Church of God.
That this is the true and God-given
name of the church there is no doubt,
but these who, as the Jews of old,
should have known the truth, instead
hold certain truths while they fight

against the whole truth.  They may speak
highly of the old reformers, but will not
stand for what the old reformers stood
for. They claim to be saints of the evening
light, but refuse to teach and obey the
evening light message. Yes, they still sing
some of Bro. Warner’s songs, but some
change the words and the messages that
are in them.  They change the old songs
and make some of the words as pitiful as
the sectarian confusion that Bro. Warner
preached against.

A fanatic is a person that is wild in his
religious opinions. It is a person that has
gone too far, and we proclaim to the poor

this world,” yet what we see is a
religious mess full of conformity to
the world.  I say that is fanaticism. It
is going too far.  All the while that
they find fault with modest apparel,
they are finding new levels of the
worldly fashions and the immorality
that accompanies them.

The Anderson “Church of God,”
which once lived the standard of the
Bible has completely lost the gleam
of the glory that once shone in her.
Shallow praise choruses fill the air.
Immoral deeds are lurking in the
darkness, with none to bring them to
a halt.  Worldly music under the guise
of “Christian” fills the ears of the
young people, and instead of “Oh
what golden glory streaming,” their
minds are loaded with shallow
sectarian chaff.  Human preaching
brings forth the human fruits of the
corrupted heart.

Is this harsh or true? Should the
Gospel Trumpet publish “ear tickling”
falsehoods that make souls feel good
about the desperate state that they are
in?  Should we tell your precious
toddlers that it’s alright to play in the
Chicago highways at rush hour?  Is it
not the love of God to tell people and
warn them of the spiritual conditions
that will take their souls to an eternity
of misery, or should we just “mind
our own business” while hell swallows
the myriads?

The Faith and Victory “Church
of God,” which claims to be Evening
Light, has lost its light. Instead of life
there is death. Instead of water there
is desert.  Instead of plenty there is
hunger, and the poor people starve to
death, knowing that they need food.
They know that they hunger and yet

Bro. Jason Hargrave

Fanatical for Compromise

The condition of the
“Christian” world is so
fallen and so displaced

from its normal state that
it cannot help but to see
the normal Christians as
abnormal and fanatical.

souls under the delusions of Babylon’s
witchery that it is not us, but they, who are
the fanatics. They have gone too far.

Is not the Bible full of sobriety and
solemnity in teaching?  Can we be serious
enough about our eternity-bound souls
that must go to heaven or be destroyed in
an unfathomed destruction?  But what do
we see in the “Church of God” sects
around us?  Lightness. No one is serious.
Is not this madness, that when we are on
the brink of eternity, NO ONE IS SERIOUS.
Is not this fanaticism? Is it not going too
far to be so careless?

The Bible says, “be not conformed to
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hope for food, when food has failed them
year after year, and earnest tear-filled
prayer, after earnest prayer avails them
nothing. There is no food coming and she
will never be healed (Jer. 51:9).

These people are so intensely dear to
God, it is beyond the pen to tell, and how
God wants to set them free, we cannot
fully know.  But they are warned against
this way of truth. Yea, the way of truth is
evil spoken of, and they, believing the
false report, continue to starve in their
souls, while we have plenty, yea, an
overflowing rain and a full table that God
has granted us.

Yea, the leaders of this people do
cause them to err. While they are hating

Praise choruses thrive on vain
repetition:

Vain repetition is a trademark of the
heathen.  “But when ye pray, use not vain
repetitions, as the heathen do: for they
think that they shall be heard for their
much speaking.” Matt. 6:7.  This applies
to singing as well as prayer–we are
speaking to God in both (Psa. 81:1; 95:1).
Consider the following Mohammedan
prayer:

With the right melody, this would

make a good praise chorus. Says Adam
Clarke about vain repetition in prayer,
“Even the Christian churches in India
have copied this vain repetition work; and
in it the Roman Catholic, the Armenian,
and the Greek churches strive to excel.”
Well, they’re not the only ones.
Mainstream Christianity is excelling in
the same with their praise choruses.

Praise choruses are void of judgment
and admonition:

“How is it then, brethren? when ye
come together, every one of you hath a
psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue...”
Then will the unbeliever be “...convinced
of all,” he will be “judged of all: and thus
are the secrets of his heart made
manifest...” (I Cor. 14:24-26).

“…It [Zion] was full of judgment;
righteousness lodged in it; but now
murderers.” Isa. 1:21.

Praise
Choruses
Considered Sis. Christine Thilmony

O God, O God, O God, O God!
O Lord, O Lord, O  Lord, O Lord!
O living, O immortal, O living, O
  immortal,
O living, O immortal, O living, O
  immortal!
O Creator of the heavens and the earth!
O thou who art endowed with majesty and
   authority!
O wonderful, &c.

In this shallow, 21st century, people desire a fable rather than the truth,
fleshly gratification rather than soul stirring, and entertainment rather than
conviction.  It is no surprise that truth-filled hymnals have become an
offense.  Holy Ghost anointed singing has become extinct and praise
choruses have stepped up to fill the gap. Praise choruses are swaying the
multitudes, but have they impressed the Lord?  They may be politically
correct, but is this modern manner of worship biblical?

“Church of God” confusion?  Why would
you watch your precious children become
worldly? Why remain hungering year
after year when all is now prepared?  Why
will you keep praying for revival that
never comes when revival is here in Zion?

Will certain relatives turn against
you?  It would be a small price to save
your soul and perhaps others, too.  For
they that stay are corrupted by their
environment.  They can say what they
will. They can tell you how they have not
changed and are staying fervent, but the
fact is that it is impossible not to be

affected by bad company.
Make your choice, for God is

sweeping through the religious
organizations and making them choose
Himself or total darkness.  God’s fury is
come up in His face and flaming brimstone
is falling from heaven upon every
denomination. Will you love your sect
and die with it, or will you love God and
be separate from every man-made
organization? Why would you perish?
You did not get saved to perish.  Hear and
heed the angel’s call– “Come out of her
my people.”  &

“ D a n n y
Layne” (which
by the way is
murder–I Jn.
3:15) and fight
against “his
g r o u p , ”
speaking evil
of a true
shepherd who
has proven his
calling, they
shepherd their

poor people to briers and brown lands of
desolation where they hunger and thirst.
But we bid these people, so precious in
God’s sight, to flee, for this movement is
dead and if you know it, then leave.

You may not understand the teachings
of this restoration, but you’ll certainly
understand when your hungerings and
longings are fulfilled.  I may not know the
man down the street, but if I’m starving
and He offers me food, all I need to know
at the time is that He has food. Do consider
these things, for this sect has become
earthy and has drifted into the fanaticism
of compromise.

The Bible is our foundation, not the
world.  Judging by the world, we have
gone too far, but “the world passeth away.”
But judging by the Bible–the all in all, the
Alpha and Omega–we are right on the
mark.

We need not fully speak of the work
in Newark, for all of these are one city and
like things happen in them all.  If you see
all these things and acknowledge them,
then it is your biblical command to “Come
out from among them.”  For why would
you stay in the deadness of so-called

 Is it not the love of
God to tell people
and warn them of the
spiritual conditions
that will take their
souls to an eternity
of misery, or should
we just “mind our
own business” while
hell swallows the
myriads?



The Gospel Trumpet *** Page 10

We are thankful for the continued
growth of the work of God.

Bro. Isaac Thiessen and family
moved to Durango, Mexico to
labour and souls are being added to
the church in that area. In recent
months, about nine more souls have
been saved and are walking in truth.

Lord willing, plans are set to build
a chapel there and the brethren
hope to have it completed by this
summer.

If any desire to donate to this cause,
you may send your offering through
the Gospel Trumpet payable to the
Church of God. Present Meeting House in Durango, Mexico

The pulpit is not the only place now
bereft of judgment.  Hymnals have been
revised, condensed, or even abandoned in
favor of the more palatable, non-
judgmental praise chorus. Col. 3:16
commands, “teaching [imparting
knowledge] and admonishing one another
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing with grace in your hearts to the
Lord.” Admonishment includes the
expression of warning or disapproval.

“I will sing of mercy and judgment:
unto thee, O Lord, will I sing.” Psa. 101:1
Praise choruses are redundant in extolling
love, mercy and grace–where is the
judgment?  To leave off judgment is to
forsake mercy also.

Praise choruses cater to the flesh and
not the spirit:

Praise choruses can indeed make a
fair show in the flesh, but “it is the Spirit
that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth
nothing.” Jn. 6:63a.

How long would praise choruses last
without instrumentation (which is not
biblical in worship)?  Singing is not
intended for fleshly entertainment or to
give a momentary emotional “high.”  It is
to be done to the edifying of the soul (I
Cor. 14:26).  I Cor. 14:15 commands us
to sing with the Spirit and with the
understanding also.

Truth in Song

To order, contact:
The Gospel Trumpet

108 W. Washington St.
Winchester, IN 47394
Cheques payable to

Gospel Trumpet Publishing

Truth in Song is a collection of spiritual
songs sung by the Hargrave brothers
and Bro. Seby Strizu, most of which

they have written.

CD ($10 US)

Praise choruses insinuate a deaf God:
Since we are singing to God, the

multiplicity of vain repetitions would
suggest worship to a baal-god who is
“talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a
journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and
must be awaked.” (I Kgs. 18:27).

Telling the Lord twenty times that we
“love Him” or that we “lift His name on
high” will not convince Him–our lives
will.

Praise choruses imply fellow-
worshippers are dense.

We are speaking to one another, as
well as to the Lord, when we sing.
“Speaking to yourselves in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody in your heart to the Lord.”
Eph. 5:19. “...teaching and admonishing
one another in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs; singing with grace in
your hearts to the Lord.” Col. 3:16. &
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CONTACTS

California, USA

Bro. Daniel Layne        (909) 985-5759

Illinois & Wisconsin, USA

Bro. Patrick O’Shea     (262) 652-7517

Indiana, USA

Bro. Ray Tinsman   (765) 468-7373

Ohio, USA

Bro. Randy Hargrave   (937) 547-3003

Oklahoma, USA

Bro. Gary Boevers        (405) 376-9359

Texas, USA
Bro. Paul McGehee   (903) 737-0615

Manitoba, Canada

Bro. & Sis. Wieler    (204) 320-9091

Ontario, Canada

Bro. Henry Hildebrandt (519) 765-2331

Germany

Bro.Siegfried Tovstiga 49 (6264) 92 62 37

Chihuahua, Mexico

Bro. Peter Hildebrandt    (625) 584-1011

 Durango, Mexico

Bro. Isaac Thiessen   (625) 837-0371

Upcoming
Meetings

Meeting Reports

The Gospel Trumpet Publishing
Co. is registered as a charitable

organization in the USA.
Please request a tax receipt for

donations, if so desired.
This work is supported through

free-will offerings.

* * * * *

Germany
April 18 – 27

California
March 15 – 23

Ohio
June 7 – 15

Mexico
Aug. 3 – 10

Texas: Nearly 300 saints met near Paris,
Texas Nov. 24 - Dec. 1, for our annual
meeting to sit and hear the Church of God
doctrine clearly proclaimed by God’s
ministry. God moved in a miraculous way
toward the middle of the meeting and
changed the doctrinal thrust to a burden
for the many unsaved souls present. One
evening in particular, the spirit of
conviction seized the unconverted and
many whom we had been praying for for
a long time prayed through to a crisis born
again experience. The saints rejoiced
mightily as one after another sinner rose
from prayer a new creature in Christ.
After meeting had already been dismissed,
God was still searching hearts, and some
that had left the building, went back inside
to pray through for salvation. It was
wonderful and refreshing to see so many
souls soundly converted. Recent reports
indicate they are still doing well and
bearing a clear testimony of a new life.

We found this meeting a glorious
success in so many ways and anticipate
God doing more and more marvelous
things among His people.

The saints in Texas have arranged to
purchase a chapel and are very much
encouraged with the truth.

Souls are being added to the church in
this area and the saints are eager to reach

out to hungry souls.   Bro. Daniel Layne

Ministers’ Meeting : For a long time
the ministers have had a desire to be able
to spend a week together devoted to the
study of the scriptures. We were thankful
and blessed to be able to do that Dec. 23rd
-  29th. 43 ministers, deacons and gospel
workers met for a full week of Bible study
in doctrine, church history, preaching
and teaching, etc.  We met in morning and
evening sessions each day in a wonderful
atmosphere of love and unity.  All had an
urgency to press the work of God along in
their respective countries and localities.

We believe everyone left better able
and encouraged to preach the whole truth
of the Church of God.  God is restoring in
these days what the grasshopper has eaten.
There is a wonderful pillar of fire above
the camp.  We were so sorry that some of
the ministers and other workers were not
able to attend because of distance and
other reasons.  We can truly say that God
is fulfilling His Word in bringing about a
true unity of faith and doctrine in the
Spirit in these last days to prepare the
church, a glorious church, for His soon
coming.  Bro. Daniel Layne

Steinbach, Manitoba : “For thou hast
girded me with strength to battle...” II
Sam. 22:40.

We are very thankful to God for
allowing us to have a meeting with Bro.
Daniel Layne from Jan.14-19. The Lord
blessed with wonderful messages.  It is a
blessed privilege to sit under the sound of
the pure gospel. This meeting truly has
strengthened us mightily in our souls.

We are very thankful for all the saints
that came from California, Ontario, and
Wisconsin to support the meetings.

We had quite a number of visitors.
They showed much interest, asked many
questions, and seemed to be very open.
Our prayer to God is that they would walk
in the light.

Please continue to pray for the work
in Steinbach. We desire to increase in our
souls, and see others added to the church.

In His service,
Bro. David Hildebrandt
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