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Today, many people say they are
“believers,” they are “Christians,” that
they have “accepted the Lord as their
Saviour,” that they are “saved,” or are
“born again.”  Let us look into the real
meaning of these common terms, which
are loosely used today and how they
should apply to our lives.

According to Webster’s dictionary,
believe means “to have confidence in the
truth, existence, reliability, or value of
something.”  “For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.” John
3:16. How do you “believe?”  The scripture
says “...the devils also believe, and
tremble.” James 2:19.  To believe is a
verb, an action word.  You have to actively
have confidence in the truth, by trust in

and obedience to His Word.  That’s how
we show that we are “believers.”  “...Be
thou an example of the believers, in word,
in conversation [conduct], in charity
[love], in spirit, in faith, in purity.” I
Timothy 4:12.

Another term loosely used today is “I
am a Christian.”  Are you?  Webster
states that the meaning of Christian is, “a
person who exemplifies in his or her life
the teachings of Christ.”  To exemplify
means, “to show or illustrate by example.”
Does your life show that you trust and
have confidence in the Lord?  Are you
clearly obedient to His Word?  Do you
exemplify His teachings by a righteous
and holy life as the Word says? “For God
hath not called us unto uncleanness, but
unto holiness.” I Thess. 4:7.  “Awake to
righteousness and sin not...” I Cor. 15:34.

Do you, “Christian” man, have long
hair?  Or do you, “Christian” woman,
have cut hair?  “Doth not even nature
itself teach you, that, if a man have long
hair, it is a shame unto him? But if a
woman have long hair, it is a glory to her,
for her hair is given her for a covering.”
I Cor. 11:14-15.

Do you, “Christian,” wear gold
jewelry?  “Whose adorning let it not be
that outward adorning...of wearing of
gold...” I Pet. 3:3. (See also I Tim. 2:9).
Do you, “Christian” woman, wear pants?
“The woman shall not wear that which
pertaineth unto a man, neither shall a man
put on a woman’s garment: for all that do
so are abomination unto the Lord thy
God.”  Deut. 22:5.  “In like manner also,
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There is no greater blessedness than to walk with
Christ, and there is no greater gift than to be offered the
privilege.  How amazing that God would condescend to
walk in close communion with His creation.

The wondrous plan of salvation has provided what
is necessary to change the heart of sinful man, in order
to make him fit to walk with God.  When one seeks and
finds true Bible salvation (deliverance from sin), he
then becomes a partaker of Christ’s holiness (Heb.
12:10).  Being thus transformed, he is thereby enabled
to walk with the Holy One.

To walk with Jesus, one has stopped walking in sin
and the lusts of the flesh.  This is a place of power.  If
touching the hem of Jesus’ earthly garment sent forth
virtue, then surely a constant abiding in our glorified
Lord can empower us with conquering grace.  To say
it cannot be so, is to say that you know not Christ.



Testimonies & Letters

Page 3 *** The Gospel Trumpet

“God omniscient, God all-wise,
With thy ever-searching eyes,

Look within me, view my heart;
Keep me pure in every part.

God almighty, God of pow’r,
Be thou near me ev’ry hour;
Grace and glory to me give,
In thy might within me live.”

We have a generous God. What a
comfort to a soul that has experienced this
already many times. Praise be unto His
holy name. How precious to have faith in
this holy God. He spared not His Son
Jesus Christ, but gave Him for us. I thank
the Lord with all my heart that He found
me when I was lost in sin. It is wonderful
to know that the blood of Jesus has washed
me clean, that I am saved, that the Lord
has brought me out of the power of
darkness and gave me His light. I thank
God for all His ways He has led me this
far and is still leading me.

I also want to glorify and praise God
for the ministry that He has ordained for
this time of restoration to preach the pure
gospel without compromise. Through the
messages, I received a vision of the Church
of God. I am thankful to my Saviour that
He has made me a child of His and has
brought me to His church. I can rejoice all
the time and know that I can receive the
necessary help here.

I thank my Saviour that He is my best
friend who leads me through all the trials,
afflictions and necessities. It says in one
song, “He is a Friend, who always
understands me.” God allows some things

to happen in my life, but the comfort is in
Romans 8:28–“And we know that all
things work together for good to them that
love God.” It is great grace from God that
I can have joy in tribulation. Satan wars
against me with different devices and
tries to make me fall. But I thank God for
the love to His Word, out of which I can
always draw strength whatever the
circumstance might be. God gives me the
necessary conquering power...Through
His Word, God has done a work on me
and is still at work to make a vessel to His
honour out of me.

I am sure that I will still have to go
through more trials, but I don’t need to
fall, because I have Jesus. With Him I can
always win. My desire is to stay true to
Him to the end.

I thank all the brethren who uphold
me with their prayers. Please continue to
pray for me that I would always do the
will of the Lord and be a light to others.

Sis. Cilli Anselm
Germany

Dear saints,
I am thankful that I am saved.  I am so

glad that I am in the true Church of God.
I am very thankful that I am not out in
some denomination that would have me
confused and believing a false doctrine.   I
am glad that God had mercy on me and
has allowed me to hear the truth as a child,
so that I can KNOW I am saved.  I want to
live every day of my life for the Lord.

Your saved brother,
Aaron Boevers (Age 9)

Oklahoma, USA

Words cannot express what I am
experiencing down in the depths of my
soul.  My feeble mind cannot comprehend
His love to me.  My heart is overflowing
with love and gratitude toward Him.  My
body can hardly take the joy I feel inside.
My soul is filled with adoration for Him.

Some may think, “Why all the
emotion?  Why such a joy?”  No, I didn’t
just get married.  I didn’t win the lottery.
I attained something far better than the
world has to offer, ten times over.
Something wonderful happened to me six
years ago that changed my life completely.
The ever-present, almighty, merciful
Father of all took me, manifested His love
to me and cleaned me up inside and out.
He took all the pain and sorrow and
replaced it with contentment and joy.  He
took all the fret and worry and replaced it
with peace and rest.

Since He saved me from all sin, life
has gotten brighter and brighter.  My joy
is increasing.  My love toward Him is
growing stronger.  He is everything to me.
I am so thankful to be saved.  Saved from
every uncleanness.  Saved from every sin.
Saved from every false doctrine.  Saved

from every evil work.  There is no better
way.  I am so thankful that the Lord has
allowed me to take part in this holy way.

Saved, sanctified and pressing on,
Sis. Linda Rempel

Ontario, Canada

Dear saints,
I am thankful to be saved and

sanctified.  I am glad to be in the Church
of God.  I am thankful to have saved
parents who help and teach me how to be
a better saint.  I am thankful that the Lord
saved me and sanctified me.

The Lord has been helping me to be
able to be stronger in my life.  I am
encouraged in the Lord.

Your brother in Christ,
Elijah Estrada (Age 12)

California, USA

Dear saints,
I am very encouraged in the Lord as

I write my testimony and I want to praise
the Lord for all He has done for me.  First
of all, I want to say I am very thankful to
be delivered from sin.   I am also thankful
to be delivered from Babylon.   I was
entangled in the confusion of Babylon
and it was working on me, to damn my
soul, but God in His mercy broke those
bands, and I praise Him for it.   I am so
happy to be a part of the blessed, holy
Church of God.

As a child, I was raised to fear the
Lord and to live for Him.  Although my
parents didn’t have clear light, it was
enough that I endeavored, as I grew up, to
live right.   I always had a desire to please
the Lord.  I was very tender and was saved
at a young age, although when I was
fifteen, I felt a lack of something in my life
and I prayed and victory came such as I
hadn’t known as a child.  I settled it to go
with God all the way.  He kept me from
many dangers and snares, as I look back.
I never watched TV, never listened to
worldly music; I never had a desire to do
the things that the young people were
doing even in the “holiness” groups we
were around.  The Lord was so faithful to
keep me. I felt that serving the Lord took
a close, careful walk and yet, as I look

I Know I am Saved!

My Best Friend

Brighter and Brighter

Encouraged in the Lord

The Search is Over
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back, I can see how distant I really was in
many ways and how their compromise
was having an effect on me.  But through
it all, “the Spirit led unerring, to the land
I hold today.”

The song says, “I can see far down
the mountain where I wandered weary
years.”  Through my childhood and
teenage years, we “wandered” through
every “holiness” place we could find.  We
attended services so many times through
the years that there was time for little else,
it seemed.  One time I kept track, and I
believe I was in 250 services in one year,
in probably at least 10 different holiness
denominations, all of them having different
doctrinal beliefs and not able to get along
with each other.  Camp meetings, revival
meetings, Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday
services and Friday night fellowship
meetings were what my life was taken up
with.  Some of those services had
somewhat of the presence of the Lord, but
for the most part there was always an
emptiness when we started for home.

After I was married, (thank the Lord
for a husband that desired truth also) we
continued our travels, as the song says,
“over the mountains we wandered,
searching in vain for the right.”  We
looked everywhere trying to find the
“right” place, a place that had what the
apostles had and taught.  At one point, we
even saw Mt. Zion, but with clouded
vision at the time, we didn’t know what
we were looking at.  We knew enough by
then that we didn’t continue to search in
all the old places we had already been. We
just had service in our home and prayed
and sought the Lord to help us to raise up
a work for Him.

The Lord, knowing our hearts, led us
back to the work He had already started
over 2,000 years before, the Church of
God.  When we realized what we had
found and saw the body of Christ as it is,
“one body,” with all members functioning
properly and working together, it almost
seemed like we were dreaming that there
could be something like this on the earth.
But, praise God, it IS REALITY!!

We saw that the body is not scattered
parts here and there all doing their own
thing, thinking their own thoughts and
having no true unity, with compromise on

every hand.  The body of Christ is not
deformed; it is not malnourished, it isn’t
something that is yet to be.   It is here now,
a visible, fitly joined together and
functioning body with each member in
unity, with no desire for compromise.

I cannot praise God enough for calling
me out of Babylon’s confusion and strife.
I am so glad, that after years of wandering
around and searching to find someone or
some place that had what the disciples
had and what the Bible said we should
have, that I have found it.  I am so glad
that the search is over and the emptiness
I spoke of at the beginning has now been
filled.   I am so thankful that God has
placed me in His body and I’m not out
there any more trying to function without
being attached to the rest of the body.
Pray for me that I can be a help to the body
and fill the place that the Lord desires me
to. Rejoicing in this holy, happy way,

Sis. Joy Boevers
Oklahoma, USA

Dear brethren,
I thank my dear Saviour for His great

love towards me. I thank Him for my
family–the Church of God. I appreciate
her more every day.

God is working on my soul and
showing me everything that is a hindrance
to me and what I need to clear out of my
way. He is teaching me through His Word
and helping me to understand the Bible,
even though I am newly saved and have
very little Bible knowledge. Psalm 18:2
says, “The Lord is my rock, and my
fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my
strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler,
and the horn of my salvation, and my high
tower.” Oh what a wonderful promise!

I love the Church of God and my
brothers and sisters in the Lord. I
appreciate it very much that here there is
no respecter of persons. I am continuing
to learn more what it means to pay the
whole price. It means to love God more
than everything else. A true Christian
does not look for an easier way to please
the world and to serve God with only half
the heart. It is wrong to glance with one
eye to the world in order to look for

something for one self and then to justify
it by saying, “We just live in times like
this.” God’s Word says, “Jesus Christ the
same yesterday, today, and forever.”

I thank my dear Lord for the salvation
of my soul. I ask you to continue to pray
for me that I would run with you and make
it to the end. Sis. Lydia Scheling

Germany

I grew up in Mexico. I was in the Old
Colony Mennonite Church and I came
out in the year 2001 to the true Church of
God. I confess that it is just the grace of
God and His great mercies in love that I
can be a child of God. I was such a great
sinner. I was on the way to hell. I did
awful things together with other young
people. But THANK GOD! that He had
mercy on such a poor, lost sinner as I was.
“Among whom also we all had our
conversation in times past in the lusts of
our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh
and of the mind; and were by nature the
children of wrath, even as others. But
God”–Oh I love the words, BUT GOD!–
“Who is rich in mercy, for his great love
wherewith he loved us...” Eph. 2:3-6.

I’m very thankful for what God has
done for me and is doing. I don’t want to
come short of being thankful to the Lord.
By the help of God, I don’t want to miss
opportunities to see in front of my eyes
what God is doing in this end time. He is
doing wonderful things. Oh that God
would help me to see more the privilege
that He has for His children. I’m so
thankful that God has a church in this end
time. I’m so thankful that I found the
evening light and am a part of this
wonderful restoration. Thank God the
light is shining again in the evening time.

The Bible says, in John 1:4 - 5, that
the light shineth in darkness. And it truly
does. I’m thankful that I started seeing the
light when I was in darkness; in Babylon
in confusion. I heard the trumpet sounding,
saying, “Come out of her, my people.”
Rev. 18:4. Thank God for that light. Jesus
says in John 8:12, “I am the light of the
world: he that followeth me shall not walk
in darkness.” Thank God that through His
grace I can walk in His light. God never
allows His children to walk in darkness.

He is Teaching Me

A Light for the World
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The children of Israel were walking in the
light even when it was night. “…All the
night with a light of fire” (Psa. 78:14).
Also Jesus says in John 11:9, “If any man
walk in the day, he stumbleth not, because
he seeth the light of the world.” But the
majority of people today are as Jesus
said: “And men loved darkness rather
than light.” Why? “Because their deeds
were evil” (Jn. 3:19).

Today we see that so-called Christians
love the darkness more than light. Where
do we see that? By their works. Back to
John 8:12:  “I am the light of the world: he
that followeth me shall not walk in
darkness.” Here people want to stop. But
they need to read the last part and then
they need to stop and think what it means
when it says, “but shall have the light of
life.” They want to walk in the light. They
preach about Jesus, they tell people about
the gospel and they want to walk in the
light with Jesus, but they themselves don’t
want to have the light of life.

They say works will not bring us to
heaven and it’s true. We have to have both
faith and works. They say it doesn’t matter
how you dress. To them the important
thing is to just believe on Jesus. But the
Bible says faith without works is dead
(Jms. 2:17-26). They say, “as long as you
believe,” but I know one thing, that the
outside will show what the inside is. If we
are washed in the blood of the Lamb, our
life will show in all ways that we are
separate from the world. So many say
that they are Christians, but there is no
light in them. The Bible tells me that
everyone that followeth Jesus shall have
the light of life. Not maybe, but shall. “Ye
are the light of the world.”

My question is, where is the light?
We see so much ungodliness going on in
the world and many of them say that they
are Christians–where is the light?

I thank God that through His grace
and power, we can walk in the light and
have the light. I’m thankful that God has
everything for His children. Our Lord
Jesus Christ is showing us the love of God
as clearly as possible, in Luke 15:31. By
the help of God, I don’t want to do what
the elder son did. He didn’t appreciate
what the father had for him. Listen how
God loves His children. “And he said unto

him, Son, thou art ever with me.” Thank
God. If we live in obedience, and holy,
and serve Him with all our hearts, He is
always with us. He said ever. Thank God,
in the battles He is there to help us to
overcome. Listen to what He says–“and
all that I have is thine.” God has everything
for His children. He sent His only begotten
Son to save the lost. He promised the
Holy Ghost would dwell in His children,
to give them power over the devil. I’m
thankful that God gives the Holy Ghost,
not just to dwell by us, but in us, even the
Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot
receive. “For he dwelleth with you, and
shall be in you.” Jn. 14:17.

 Here we see that not just anybody
can receive Him, but only those that obey
Him. “Whom God hath given to them that
obey him” (Acts 5:32). We are called to
obedience to the Lord. I thank God we can
do that and then He has everything for us.
He has a life of victory for His children.
He has the precious unity of the Holy
Ghost for His children. He has heavenly
places for His children (Eph. 2:6). He has
holiness and purity and righteousness for
His children. “…That they may be made
perfect in one; and that the world may
know that thou hast sent me, and hast
loved them, as thou hast loved me. Father,
I will that they also, whom thou hast given
me, be with me where I am; that they may
behold my glory, which thou hast given
me…” Oh what love. He wants His
children also to have His glory and the
living crystal water. He has all this and
more for His children.

We see a good picture in Psalm 78 of
how God blessed the children of Israel.
“He brought streams also out of the rock,
and caused waters to run down like rivers.”
“And he opened the doors of heaven.”
And most of them didn’t appreciate it.
Today we see the living water coming out
of the Rock and God richly is blessing His
people through Jesus. Thank God that
this privilege is for everyone that comes
to Jesus. What a privilege that He has a
holy life for young people, too. With the
help of God I want to see more the privilege
and enjoy more the presents that God has
for every one of His children.

My burden is to tell people about
Jesus. Young people are seeking

satisfaction in the world, but they will not
find it there. They will find it only in God.
It’s my prayer that souls will find the Lord
and see how wonderful it is to give up
everything for the Lord. Nothing is so
precious as living in obedience to Him. I
thank God for the restoration; that His
wonderful church is being built up again,
and to see righteousness and purity and
holiness and the unity of the Holy Ghost
in God’s church. With the help of God, I
want to be a light for the world.

   Bro. Jacob Braun
Ontario, Canada

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
To me, it’s a miracle what’s happened

in my life the last few months.  The Lord
has opened to me the reality that He is
always with me and that His promises are
true.  He taught me how to draw on my
inner strength and to use my will power
along with the will of God.

Your own will is the most powerful
thing in the world.  Satan can’t coerce it–
God won’t–and you can do what you will
to do, in the will of God.  It can be done!
When your will is completely in the will
of God, He will  help you.

My heart bursted in love when I
realized that when He was dying on the
cross, He gave us healing power by the
stripes laid on Him.  I realized it’s a true
promise.  All that people have to do is to
have faith.  I could see it so clearly, as if
I were looking through a pane of glass.
All we have to do is believe and accept it.

Through godly counsel, I learned that
a lot of the pain and sickness I was
suffering, although it was real and hurt,
was the result of Satan having gained an
advantage with me.  After weeks of prayer
and searching for scriptural
understanding, I learned to trust the Lord
in these matters.  Along with my will
power and God’s power, the Lord has
helped me overcome so many ailments
already.  I know now He’s really there.
There’s no reason to be afraid.

I know whatever happens in my life,
God allows it, and even if I were to die, I
have no fear, because I know I’ll go to
heaven. Praise the Lord!     Sis. Bess Wells

Oklahoma, USA

His Promises are True
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that women adorn themselves in modest
apparel, with shamefacedness and
sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or
pearls, or costly array.” I Tim. 2:9. Do
you, “Christian,” adorn yourself in modest
apparel, or does your dress consist of
short or narrow skirts, shorts, tight pants,
short sleeve or sleeveless shirts, see-
through clothing, etc...?  “What? know ye
not that your body is the temple of the

mine eyes.”  Psa. 101:3.
Are you “saved?”  Webster says saved

means “to prevent occurrence, use, or
necessity of.”  Are you no longer using
alcohol and cigarettes?  Do you no longer
visit the bar rooms and pool halls?  Do
you no longer have a filthy mouth or
thoughts?  Do you no longer listen to
worldly music? Jesus is a powerful God
who saves to the uttermost (Heb. 7:25).

Continued from Page 1

Questions for Professing Christians

The soul that has been born again is no
longer in its former state, but exhibits a
definite change. Do you, “born again
believer,” show the main characteristic of a
regenerated soul by living a sin-free life?

been born again is no longer in its former
state, but exhibits a definite change.  Do
you, “born again believer,” show the main
characteristic of a regenerated soul by
living a sin-free life?  “We know that
whosoever is born of God sinneth not…”
I John 5:18.  “Whosoever is born of God
doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth
in him: and he cannot sin, because he is
born of God.” I John 3:9.

Can anyone look at you and your life
and say, “Oh! that’s how Jesus walked,
talked, dressed and behaved?”  “Oh! that’s
where Jesus would go or what He would
do if He were here.”

Can the sinner or heathen on the
street who has never opened the Bible or
read it, look at you and see what Jesus was
like and what the Word of God teaches?
Have you really “accepted” Christ as
your Saviour?  To accept means, “to
receive; to undertake the duties,
responsibilities or honors of; to regard as
true or sound” (Webster). Can Jesus rely
on you to be dutiful to Him and His
Word?  Have you undertaken the
responsibility of the teachings of the
Saviour?  Can Jesus rely on you as a
“believer” to actively show that you trust
and obey Him?  Does He see you have
confidence in Him?

If you can’t answer yes to these

Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye
have of God, and ye are not your
own?...therefore glorify God in your body
and in your spirit, which are God’s.”  I
Cor. 6:19-20. “ I BESEECH you therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye
present your bodies a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service.” Rom. 12:1.  Is your
manner of dress an acceptable sacrifice
unto the Lord?

Do you, “Christian,” participate in
worldly amusements–movies, amusement
parks, television, etc...?  “Teaching us
that, denying ungodliness and worldly
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously
and godly, in this present world.” Titus
2:12.  “And be not conformed to this
world: but be ye transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove
what is that good and acceptable, and
perfect will of God.” Romans 12:2.

Do you think Jesus would go to, sit
through and enjoy a movie with killing,
foul language, couples kissing (with
someone who isn’t even their spouse),
etc...?  “I will set no wicked thing before

People try to lessen His power by saying
they are “saved,” but they can’t help but
to sin.  He saves us from our sins which
lead to death and hell.  “For the wages of
sin is death...” Romans 6:23.  “...He shall
save his people from their sins.”  Matt.
1:21.  (See also James 1:15.)

People who profess to be saved are
trying to justify their still unclean lives.
The “salvation” false religion teaches gives
souls a false sense of security. It deceives
souls and offers a “salvation” that only
tries to cloak their sins and the feeling of
guilt that true Holy Ghost conviction
brings.  In essence, they are “saved” from
the guilty conscience of their sins with a
false sense of security, and thus mock
God and His true power.  “...the blood of
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all
sin.” I John 1:7.

Another term that is loosely used
today is “born again.”  Webster states
that regeneration means “to effect a
complete moral reform in; to recreate,
reconstitute, or  make over, esp. in a
better form or condition; to cause to be
born again spiritually.”  The soul that has

questions, in
light of the brief
i l lustrat ions
given in this
article and in
light of the
Word of God,
soul, you are
doing the Lord
a great injustice
with your
profession.  We
would encourage you not to throw around
these terms loosely, but to seek the Lord
with all your heart, search the scriptures,
repent and make the change before it is
too late.

“He that believeth on the Son hath
everlasting life, and he that believeth not
the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of
God abideth on him.” John 3:36.  &

People who
profess to be

saved are
trying to

justify their
still unclean

lives.
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In order that a man may become a
Christian, it is necessary for him to
abandon the purpose of pleasing people
as the rule of his life.

It may be implied also that, if in fact
a man makes it his aim to please people,
or if this is the purpose for which he lives
and acts, and if he shapes his conduct
with reference to that, he cannot be a
Christian or a servant of Christ.

A Christian must act from higher
motives than those, and he who aims
supremely at the favor of his fellowmen
has full evidence that he is not a Christian.
A friend of Christ must do his duty, and
must regulate his conduct by the will of
God, whether people are pleased with it
or not.

And it may be further implied that the
life and deportment of a sincere Christian
will not please people. It is not what they
love. A holy, humble, spiritual life they
do not love.

It is true, indeed, that their consciences
tell them that such a life is right; that they
are often constrained to speak well of the
life of Christians, and to commend it. It is
true that they are constrained to respect a
person who is a sincere Christian and that
they often put confidence in such a person.
And it is true also that they often speak
with respect of them when they are dead,
but the life of a humble, devoted and
zealous Christian they do not love. It is
contrary to their views of life. And
especially if a Christian so lives and acts
as to reprove them either by his words or

by his life, or if a Christian makes his
religion so prominent as to interfere with
their pursuits or pleasures, they do not
love it. It follows from this:
(1) That a Christian is not to expect to
please people. He must not be
disappointed, therefore, if he does not.
His Master did not please the world, and
it is enough for the disciple that he be as
his Master.

(2) A professing Christian, and especially
a minister, should be alarmed when the
world flatters and caresses him. He should
fear either:

(a)That he is not living as he ought to
do and that sinners love him because he is
so much like them, and keeps them in
countenance, or,

b)That they mean to make him betray
his religion and become conformed to
them.

It is a great point gained for the
frivolous world, when it can, by its caresses
and attentions, get a Christian to forsake
a prayer-meeting for a party, or surrender
his deep spirituality to engage in some
political project. “Woe unto you,” said
the Redeemer, “when all men shall speak
well of you.” Luke 6:26.

(3) One of the main differences between
Christians and the world is, that others
aim to please people, the Christian aims to
please only God. And this is a great
difference.

(4) It follows that if people would become
Christians, they must cease to make it
their object to please people. They must be
willing to be met with contempt and a
frown. They must be willing to be
persecuted and despised. They must he
willing to lay aside all hope of the praise
and the flattery of people and be content
with an honest effort to please God.

(5) True Christians must differ from the
world. Their aims, feelings, purposes must
be unlike the world. They are to be a
special people and they should be willing
to be esteemed such.  &

“For if I
yet

pleased
men, I

should not
be the

servant of
Christ.”

Galatians
1:10.

Albert Barnes

  Are You
Pleasing God
    or Men?
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God has always had a desire to reveal
Himself to man. Even in the garden, He
came in the cool of the day and communed
with Adam and Eve.  Christ died that we
might have salvation; that our sins might
be washed away and we, being made
holy, could have fellowship with a holy
God. There comes a time in every person’s
life when the soul is aroused to seek after
God. We call this awakening conviction.
The moment of salvation occurs when a
repentant soul reaches heaven by faith
and heaven reaches it and the blood of
Jesus is applied. An exchange is made of
our sins for His righteousness. Salvation
is to be the beginning of a fluid relationship.

This is defined as communication. In
communication two things happen. First
an imparting of ourselves occurs, then a
receiving of the gift. Christ, through the
blood and the water, has made it possible
for an ongoing relationship to exist. That
is how it is possible to tell who is of God
and who is not. Those walking hand in
hand with Jesus naturally walk in the
light. When true communion is in place,
true self-denial will be evident. The cry of
the soul will be, “Not my will, but thine be
done.”

The problem with our age, is that we
have too many knowledgeable individuals
and so few with actual possession.
Knowledge is given only to lead into
actual occupation. The Pharisees had the
law as a schoolmaster, but never made it
to school, because they relished the
information of the kingdom, but never
strove to enter in. That is the problem with
having knowledge alone.  If there is not a
fervent, ardent zeal and an impassioned
press, the delusion of familiarity for fact
sets in.  People become familiar with an
aspect of truth and believe that makes

them partakers. They become desert
walkers viewing a mirage, but never
tasting the water.

Knowledge in itself can be a bridge to
safety. Yet no one is safe if staying on the
bridge and never crossing over to the
blessing.  The danger is mistaking the
sense for the genuine. So many become
convinced to settle in the knowledge, that
they neglect the relationship. Truth is
only vibrant if the holder is maintaining
an intimate bond with the Giver. The only
reality of spiritual knowledge is that
received from a growth in our communal
relationship.

Most religious people are completely
dead, especially those with a large amount
of truth. It is because they are not walking

“He that walketh in his
uprightness feareth the Lord:
but he that is perverse in his

ways despiseth him.”
Prov. 14:2

Despisers
of

God

Here are grace and sin in their
true colours. Grace reigning is a
reverence of God, and gives honour
to Him who is infinitely great and
high and to whom all honour is due.

Sin reigning is no less than a
contempt of God. In this, more than
in any thing, sin appears
exceedingly sinful, that it despises
God, whom angels adore. Those
that despise God’s precepts and
will not be ruled by them, His
promises and will not accept of
them, despise God Himself and all
His attributes.

Here are grace and sin in their
true light. By this we may know a
man that has grace and the fear of
God reigning in him, he walks in
his uprightness. He makes
conscience of his actions; is faithful
both to God and man, and every
stop he makes, as well as every step
he takes, is by rule. Here is one that
honours God.

But, on the contrary, “he that
is perverse in his ways,” that
wilfully follows his own appetites
and passions, that is unjust and
dishonest and contradicts his
profession in his conversation–
however he may pretend to
devotion–he is a wicked man and
will be reckoned with as a despiser
of God Himself.  &

—Matthew Henry

with Christ.
When a
m o v e m e n t ’ s
standards slip, it
is only an outward
sign of an inward
drifting.  It is a
c o m p l e t e
impossibility for a person or a movement
to go downhill while holding on to a solid
walk with Christ.  That is why it is so
crucial to walk with our Saviour wherever,
however and with whomever He leads.

There are a few simple questions we
can use as a check.  Am I willing to
receive anything the Lord would have for
me in any area? Am I willing to give to
Him my all, my ideas, my opinions, my
preferences? What am I actually giving?
What is He imparting to me? If there is a
true relationship, then there will be a true
communing.

Today we have an abundance of
modern Pharisees. The Pharisees of old
had an ample supply of knowledge

Truth is only
vibrant if the

holder is
maintaining an
intimate bond
with the Giver

True
Fellowship
With Christ

Bro. Patrick O’Shea Jr.
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available, but were unable to capitalize
and make the connection to their lifeboat,
Jesus Christ. Their problem was they had
knowledge, but no desire to pay the price,
for fear they would have to change. The
modern Pharisee is the same. The “issue”
may be different.  If it is the church they
cannot see, it is because it is full of “man-
rule.”  If it is dress, it is because that is
“bondage.” It does not matter what it is, if
it requires giving anything up.  The modern
Pharisee will accept anything, as long as
it does not require him to lose anything he
wants or gain what he does not. He is out
of touch with the Giver and thus, afraid to
give up what is dear or receive that which
is unpleasant. The true problem he has is
not with the issue, but with his lack of
relationship.

A person in true fellowship is
completely immersed in Christ. This state
of communion causes their life to be
changed completely. Every aspect is
affected–from the way we eat and dress to
the time we get up at. It transforms the
manner of talk and revolutionizes the way
we act.

Christianity is a continuing
relationship. It is walking with Christ in
committed love. It is work to maintain a
relationship. There is always a cost. Many
people lose friends because they allow
their friendships to grow stale. We see on

Ministers and their Spouses in Attendance at the Ohio 2002 Campmeeting

every hand, professors in the same state.
They can only talk about how things were
in the past. They never tell of recent
experiences.

Communing with Christ will cause
us to become more and more like Christ.
That is why it causes brethren to become
more and more like each other.  This is a
sign of a people in fellowship with Christ.
A movement is definitely not the Church
of God if people are not acting more and
more alike. We are to be Jesus clones.
James said as we beheld Him, we would
become like Him. As we take on the
attributes of Christ, we become more
uniform in our conduct. Those who
criticize the saints for being so much
alike, quickly show they are out of
fellowship with the Head. It is a sign of
maturity when God’s  people hold the
same standard.

Communing with Christ costs us all
we have, but it rewards us with all He has.
Many wonder why the saints are so ready
to give up anything that might hinder their
walk. It is because we have found He was
willing to give up all for us. Christ died
that we would be one with Him and each
other. We have chosen to allow Him to
fulfill His will in us. It has become our joy
to take up our yoke and walk with Him.
This fellowship is what every honest soul
desires.  &

When a movement’s

standards slip, it is only

an outwar d sign of an

inwar d drifting.  It is a

complete impossibility

for a person or a

movement to go

downhill while holding

on to a solid walk with

Christ.  That is why it is

so crucial to walk with

our Saviour wherever,

however and with

whomever He leads.
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“Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant
of Zion, for great is the Holy One of Israel
in the midst of thee.”  Isa. 12:6.

The international campmeeting of the
Church of God was preceded with three
days of ministers’ meetings, May 22-24,
that were especially blessed of the Lord
with unity and spiritual wisdom to deal
with issues concerning the church.  Nearly
all the ministers were present.  We were
especially thankful for the good agreement
and fellowship we had as we discussed
the different areas of need and as we came
to understanding of the wisdom of the
Lord together.

“Glorious things are spoken of thee,
O city of God...all my springs are in
thee!” Ps.87:3, 7.

We are looking back with a real
thankfulness on the meetings that we
were allowed to have here in Bad
Friedrichshall and in Buende, March 29th
through to April 4th.  We rejoice over the
wondrous working of God. The church of
the living God reveals itself ever more
glorious and satisfies us in every way.
Even though the Lord in mercy gave
repentance to the sinners and sanctified
the justified, the messages served in a
special way to encourage and establish
the saints.

Those that laboured in the Word were
Bros. Steve Hargrave, Henry Hildebrandt,
Peter Hildebrandt, Daniel Layne and
Patrick O’Shea. Brethren also came from
Canada, Russia, Ukraine, USA, and
Mexico to the meetings.

Bro. Siegfried Tovstiga

“The people that walked in darkness
have seen a great light: they that dwell in

The meeting was from May 25th

through June 2nd.  Well over 700 people
were present for the meetings, most of
which stayed throughout the entire week.
The West Milton campground was
completely full and we had to
accommodate a large number at the
Ludlow Falls grounds, about six miles
away.

There was a large number saved and
sanctified in this campmeeting.  Twenty
were baptized and 372 participated in the
ordinances of feet washing and the Lord’s
supper.  About 60 from Europe were
present in the meeting, as well as large
numbers from Canada and Mexico.  Many
of the united states were represented,
from California to Florida.

On Thursday, several hundreds of us
held a successful street meeting in the
square in downtown Dayton.  There was
much special singing and a message.
Many were reached and large quantities
of gospel literature were passed out.  We
feel very strongly that these types of
public outreaches are especially the duty
of the church in this end time and are very
much owned and blessed of God.

From the beginning of the meeting,

New Tapes Available

the land of the shadow of
death, upon them hath the
light shined.”  Isaiah 9:2.

We thank God for the
meeting which was held in
the Warsaw, Indiana area
May 3-5, 2002.  The Lord
showed Himself mightily in
these meetings.  He gave
much anointing to the
singing and to the preaching
of the Word.

The meeting was well
attended and there were
many visitors.  We thank
the saints from Wisconsin,
Ohio, Indiana and Ontario,
Canada for their support in
attendance and their prayers
during these meetings.  The
burden of the meeting was

to preach on the doctrines concerning the
end time.  These doctrines stirred the
saints and provoked the visitors to prepare
for the coming of the Lord.

We are trusting that the Lord will
greatly bless in this area with a great
harvest of souls for His kingdom.  May
He encourage the saints that are there to
stand firm for the truth, that others may
see the work of God in this evening time.

Bro. Ray Tinsman

there was a special anointing
of the Holy Ghost.  Time
and time again, the Word
came through to us without
fear or favour of men, and
the saints rejoiced mightily
at the sound.

The prayer benches
were filled again and again,
as seekers prayed through
to victory over sin, the flesh
and the devil.

Shouts filled the air as
the singers sang in the spirit.
Only eternity will reveal the
eternal value of such a
meeting.  We see growth on
every hand, both
numerically, and more
importantly, spiritually, as
souls come out and take their

Meeting Reports

Please submit your order to The Church of God, c/o Bro.
Richard Wiebe, 640 E. F St., Upland, CA  91786.  An offering
of $3.00 per tape would help to cover the cost of this ministry.

Singing Tapes – Cassettes $3, CD’s $5
Ohio Congregational Singing 2002
Ohio Special Singing 2002
California Special Singing 2002
All Hail the Bright City (Hargrave Bros.)–Cassette $5, CD $10

A Good Man Bro. Daniel Layne
In Christ–A New Creature Bro. Siegfried Tovstiga
Place of Departed Spirits Sis. Susan Mutch
Spiritual Death Bro. Patrick O’Shea
Be Violent Bro. Jerry Tinsman Jr.
Go on to Perfection Bro. Ray Tinsman
Seeking a Sign Bro. Henry Hildebrandt

Germany

Indiana

Ohio
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California, USA

Bro. Daniel Layne        (909) 985-5759

Illinois & Wisconsin, USA

Bro. Patrick O’Shea     (262) 652-7517

Indiana, USA

Bro. Ray Tinsman   (765) 468-7373

Louisiana, USA

Sis. Tavel Hilbun         (985) 878-4477

Ohio, USA

Bro. Randy Hargrave   (937) 547-3003

Oklahoma, USA

Bro. Gary Boevers        (405) 376-9359

British Columbia, Canada

Sis. Susan Mutch         (604) 795-7755

Manitoba, Canada

Bro. & Sis. Wieler    (204) 320-9091

Ontario, Canada

Bro. Henry Hildebrandt (519) 765-2331

Germany

Bro. Siegfried Tovstiga   (6264) 92 62 37

Mexico

Bro. Peter Hildebrandt    (625)-584-1011

Africa

Bro. Ishmael Karewa      Embu, Kenya

Truth in Song

stand in this present restoration.
On the last weekend of the meeting,

we had ordination of elders and deacons.
The Lord confirmed to the ministry that
the candidates were eligible and chosen of
God for their spiritual duties.  Bros. Jerald
Tinsman Jr., Randy Hargrave, Gary
Boevers and Patrick O’Shea were
ordained elders.  Sisters Edeltraud
Tovstiga and Elizabeth Giesbrecht were
ordained to the deaconate.  Truly we are
thankful for those the Lord is raising up to
do this end time work of God.

We thank and praise God for a clean
church and liberty from apostasy and
compromise we see all around us.  If you
were not able to attend this year, we trust
you will make plans to be with us next
year, if the Lord will allow.

Bro. Daniel Layne

We are glad to report the wonderful
meeting the Lord blessed the saints to be

able to have in Kenosha, Wisconsin, July
1st through the 8th.

We appreciate how He moved on the
hearts of  His saints to come from near
and far.

The messages were definitely inspired
by God, with power. We are so thankful
for the faithfulness of the ministers to
allow the Lord to use them for the
edification of the church.

We were enabled to have street
meetings in various parts of Kenosha.
The Lord opened doors in an amazing
way.  We also traveled to Chicago on  the
train. We sang some on the train and upon
arrival in Chicago, had a street meeting.
Many souls were interested. Some stopped
and listened, making comments. An
estimate of seven thousand tracts were
passed out that day.

We appreciate all the prayers and
support on behalf of this meeting. We feel
it was a great success and are looking to
the Lord for a great increase.

Bro. Patrick O’Shea

Wisconsin

To order, contact:
The Gospel Trumpet

108 W. Washington St.
Winchester, IN 47394
Cheques payable to

Gospel Trumpet Pub.

Truth in Song is a collection of spiritual songs sung by
the Hargrave brothers and Bro. Seby Strizu, most of

which they have written.
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Germany
October 27 – November 3
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October 7 – 13
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