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On major doctrinal issues,
Calvinism evolved from
Paganism, Gnosticism, and
Roman Catholicism. Calvinists
and all others holding the
doctrines of unconditional
salvation, or once saved, always
saved, are major enemies of the
cross. Although their position is

Augustine’s predestination and the
sinning religion.

The propagation and defense of the
truth against this apostasy has been very
weak at best. Arminians and Wesleyans
stand awe-struck and small-mouthed
before this great giant of apostasy. They
show some disagreement while carefully
suppressing the full truth!

The Calvinistic doctrine of sin finds
its roots in Paganism and Gnosticism,
not the scriptures. The likeness of both
Calvinists and Gnostics will be
compared. The Gnostics were a religious
movement that evidently borrowed from
both pagan philosophy and Christianity,
and so, apostate. Doubtlessly, ideas and
concepts were borrowed from many
sources and became Gnostic when used
in the context of their system. The
Gnostic system was a fusion of

Christianity and Greek
philosophy.

On teachings that are briefly
considered below, it will be shown
that Calvinism is an evolving,
sinister system in opposition to
the gospel of Christ. Calvinistic
teachings on sin, election, etc.,
have no parent type in scripture,

Malcolm Lavender

Continued on Page 6

but the evident relationship to Paganism
and Gnosticism, etc., cannot be denied
by fact.

This discussion is simply to give a
few insights into the ancestry of the
system called Calvinism; and hence, the
reason why the posterity, Calvinists,
think these barbaric thoughts about God
damning most people, etc. Thus their
origin and evolvement helps to identify
who they really are today and why they
think as they do. Such a system could
only yield a departure from the faith
with respect to the atonement and
salvation matters. The result is thus
expected, considering the source. It is
hoped, therefore, that these remarks will
inspire further study along this line and
help break the present silence among so
many.

supported neither by experience nor
rational explanation, it is paraded as
orthodoxy demanding uncritical
acceptance. Calvinism is thus an
assaulting force, fighting against
righteousness in this life. Accordingly,
Five Points are used to pillage the gospel.
Thus there is another gospel that openly
declares that Christ did not die for all;
that many are called, but cannot respond;
that people are predestinated to
damnation by God...even infants. And
yet, these aggressors against the truth,
dare claim that the Five Points are “the
very gospel itself,” that “the gospel
preached by the Reformers is the very
one taught in the pages of scripture.”
The Reformation, of the Luther/Calvin
kind, gave the church a heavy dose of
Roman Catholicism, through Anselm’s
penal atonement and through

Evolution
of Calvinism
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Sometimes an old doctrine will try to put on new
clothes to suit the religious clime of the day, but
underneath the layers, it’s essentially the same old thing.
Solomon said, “The thing that hath been, it is that which
shall be; and that which is done is that which shall be
done: and there is no new thing under the sun.” Eccl. 1:9.

Ever since the first centuries of the early morning
church, there have been heretical teachings concerning sin
and the Christian. Note how the apostle John  wrote in his
epistles to refute just such error in his time: “Whosoever
abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not
seen him, neither known him…He that committeth sin is
of the devil…Whosoever is born of God doth not commit
sin…In this the children of God are manifest, and the
children of the devil:whosoever doeth not righteousness is
not of God…”

Likewise, we find ourselves about 2000 years later,
having to warn most of the professed Christian world with
the same plain scriptures, trying to help them see that one
cannot sin and still be a Christian. The devil found an
effective tool to deceive souls when he devised a religion
that claims to be Christian, though its adherents continue
to commit sin.

Oh, what  a soul-destroying, unbiblical teaching! What
a Christ-dishonouring and devil-delighting doctrine! What
multitudes have been slain by this error!

Souls, beware of this doctrine of devils! Using the
apostle John’s words, we  urge you to “believe not every
spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because
many false prophets are gone out into the world.” Try the
teaching, not through human reasoning or by its popularity,
but test it by searching the scriptures.

May holy truths thunder forth from the true saints of
God against this prevalent heresy, that souls might be
delivered from its fatal grip.           —Sis. Susan Mutch
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Greetings in the wonderful name of
Jesus. I write to thank you from the bottom of
my heart for sending me your very inspiring
and highly anointed paper, namely “The
Gospel Trumpet,” Nov-Dec 2003.

Yes, I most humbly appeal to you to
please continue sending me this inspiring
paper regularly, so that I could study and
also teach these wonderful Spirit-filled
messages to the born again believers who
gather with me in the name of Jesus to
worship and praise our living God.

In this remote Buddhist village,
Christian bookshops are not allowed and
gospel material is very hard to get, hence my
humble appeal to you.

Please also note my new address as
above. All our home assembly believers and
I will faithfully continue praying for you and
your blessed ministry. God bless you very
richly.      Bro. Lynton Silva

Sri Lanka

From a Buddhist Village

“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and
today, and forever.” Heb. 13:8. I am so
thankful that we are serving an unchanging
God.  We still have the same powerful,
strong God today that also Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob, Elijah, and Daniel had. What God
was able to do for many other saints, He can
also do for us today.  “I the Lord, the first, and
with the last; I am he.” Isa. 41:4b.

I praise God that He not only could save
Paul, the jailer, and a Samaritan woman, but
that He also freed me completely from all my
sins, and He helps me to live a sin-free life.

Thank God that He not only sanctified
Cornelius, the saints in Samaria, and the one
hundred twenty in the upper room, but that
He has also freed me from my inward
corruption and given me His Holy Spirit.

God be praised that He not only had a
pure and holy church in the morning-time,
but that He still today is the “Builder and
Maker” of the one, unified, holy church,
“not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such
thing.”  During this time of spiritual darkness
and confusion, I appreciate the privilege of
being a part of the one body where God’s
Word is preached clearly, showing me how
to live.

The Lord also was not only the Physician
for blind Bartemeaus, the woman that had

the issue of blood for twelve years, and the
mother-in-law of Peter, but He is also my
Physician in whom I have full trust. He
touched me wonderfully this past winter.
Six months long I had suffered, in which
blood-mingled puss bits came out of my
lungs. It lined my air passage and my pharynx
which was increasingly uncomfortable and a
hindrance to my service in the church and
dealings with people.  To God be the glory,
after I was anointed and the saints had
prayed, God suddenly took it all away.

I appreciate having a God whose power
is not lessened and who is still the same to us
in these last days.  In the one body,

Sis. Julia Anselm
Germany

“He shall call upon me, and I will answer
him: I will be with him in trouble; I will
deliver him, and honour him.” Psa. 91:15.

I am so thankful for all the Lord has
done for me, first of all for salvation. I’m also
thankful that He has promised never to leave
us nor forsake us.Sometimes we may wonder
why we have to go through some things, but
I have found out that all things work together
for good to them that love God.

Some months ago, I had a need in my
body, accompanied by severe pain that would
numb me at certain times, especially at night.
Other things soon added to it, and soon I felt
as helpless as a child because I could hardly

Healer In Zion

do anything. I was always dreading going to
sleep at night because I knew what would
happen.

I was encouraged by some saints to be
anointed as it says in James, which I soon
did. I should have done this sooner, but the
devil seemed to tell me it was too little a thing
to bother the ministry and the Lord about.
Thank the Lord, I got victory over that with
His help and said to the devil, “Little thing
or big thing, I’ll do it any way.” And I did.

The following service I was anointed
and prayed for. Not many days later, there
was no sign of any of the symptoms. Thank
the Lord!! The first thing I soon noticed was
my pain was gone, and I was sleeping better
at night. To this day there has been no sign
of my affliction in any way, shape, or form!
Praise the Lord! I give Him all the glory.

Much encouraged and determined,
Sis. Nettie Rempel (Age 19)

Texas, USA

Our Unchanging God

Dear friends,
Please send me a subscription to your

magazine. A friend told me about it, and I
certainly am interested in a holiness
testimony. Thank you kindly.      Esther Davis

Michigan, USA

Interested

I am thankful for what the Lord has
done for me, that He has saved and sanctified
me. I am thankful that the Lord brought us to
the Church of God.

In Matthew 7:7 it says, “Ask and it shall
be given you: Seek and ye shall find; knock
and it shall be opened unto you.” I am
thankful that if I ask to be saved, He saves
me. Please pray for me to be a true saint of
God.  Sis. Mary Dyck (Age 10)

Ontario, Canada

“We’ll praise the Lord for sins
forgiven…” How thankful and grateful I am
that the Lord saw fit to deal with me until I
finally gave in and He saved my soul! I can
say from the bottom of my heart that being a
Christian is truly the happiest life!! Why He
saw fit to save me, I do not know, but I am
forever thankful!

I would like to heartily thank the Lord
for salvation and for the restoration in this
last time, that I, too, can be a part. Thank
God for the great grace and mercy that He
bestows upon mankind and for the great love
that He has shown to us.

I was once lost and bound in Babylon.
He has brought me out. The loving God has
brought me to His church, to the children of
God. Praise God! He blessed our family. I am
thankful for the true ministry whom God has
sent to preach the pure truth concerning a
sin-free life and full salvation through the
great love of Christ. I am thankful that He
died for our sins and rose in power.

May God help me to love and appreciate
Him more and to serve Him faithfully all my
life. I want to be a blessing for lost souls and
fulfill the purpose that God has for me.
Please pray for me.   Sis. Katharina Enns

Ontario, Canada

He has Saved Me

He Brought Me Out

The Happiest Life
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Here in Kitui, we brethren appreciate
what you are doing in sending us the
magazine, continuing to help us here in
Kenya. We are standing with the true church
of God. May the Lord bless the whole work
you are doing.   Bro. Boniface Musembi

Kenya, East Africa

I appreciate the holy pressure there is in
Zion. I am so thankful to be where there are
people who are intense about serving God,
and they are provoking those around them to
good works. My goal is to do the same and to
be a good leader to those around me. I want
my life to be a challenge to those I am
around. I am resolved to be radical for God!!
I do not have a very long time left as a young
person, and I want to leave them with
something that will cause them to be fervent
and urgent in their walk with the Lord.

I read a scripture recently that has been
my “motto” for working for God. “But it is
good to be zealously affected in a good thing,
and not only when I am present with you.”
Gal. 4:18. I will not be one who is doing what
they should only when the ministry is around
or certain other saints, but I WILL BE
ZEALOUS ALL THE TIME!! Even when my
feelings would tell me otherwise, or I do not
see where I am benefiting others, but I must
be faithful at my post of duty. I love this way!
Please pray for me.        Sis. Shelly Frazier

Indiana, USA

“But ye are a chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people;
that ye should shew forth the praises of him
who hath called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light. Which in time past were
not a people, but are now the people of God:
Which had not obtained mercy, but now
have obtained mercy.” I Pet. 2:9-10.

This is my testimony, too, since the
Lord gave me a new life. I was a Catholic
convert since 1977, but in 1989 I really
started seeking God, and by His grace, I
became a real Christian. He brought me out
of the Catholic church in 1992 after I began
to see things that were wrong there. For
seven years I looked and prayed for a church,
and I suffered much from wolves in sheep’s
clothing. In 1999 I found my home in the
true Church of God.

I’m thankful to be saved and sanctified.
I’m thankful the Lord saw fit to have mercy
on my soul. When I first got saved, I had no
idea that the Lord would bring me this far,
and by God’s grace I will press on farther.

In one of our young people’s meetings,
Sis. Tamara was teaching us how to study.
After that meeting, I began to study the
subject of “Being Ashamed of God.”

Are you ashamed of God? Are you too
afraid to go out and work for Him? Are you
too ashamed to pass out tracts or talk to lost
souls about the Lord? Bro. Paul has something
to say about this in 2 Tim. 1:8-12: “Be not
thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of
our Lord…but be thou partaker of the
afflictions of the gospel according to the
power of God...I am not ashamed: for I know
whom I have believed, and am persuaded
that he is able to keep that which I have
committed unto him against that day.”

I feel like Bro. Paul does. I am not
ashamed because I know I have believed.
What happens if I am ashamed of God? In
Mark 8:38 Jesus says, “Whosoever therefore

Oh, to think that the Lord of all creation
would count me among His people! My heart
can fathom no greater wonder than this
mystery. I was just one lost soul among
multitudes, groping about in the darkness of
sin, believing I was in the light! In all my life
I never once heard that Christians are to live
without sin. I was plainly told that I could be
a Christian and expect to continue in some
measure of sin until I die. Even in that
terrible condition, Jesus Christ allowed me
to recognize that things around me were not
alright at all.

Many voices proclaimed they had the
truth, but made it evident by their manner of
living that the truth was not in them. The
enemy of my soul wanted to draw me into a
permanent state of compromise with the
truth, to keep me as an enemy of God. Praise
to the Lord for His excellent kindness to me!
He gave me just the smallest seed of faith to
believe truth can be known in this life. I
don’t have to wait until heaven to know
which way is the right way! Praise God!

For several years the cry of my heart
was, “Lord, I want to know the truth.” I
couldn’t settle for trying to choose the “best”
of many interpretations or opinions. I wanted
to have truth that I could stand firm on
forever. This cry finally became, “Lord, if I
can’t know your truth, I can’t live.” Yes, He
answered my cry! Over a period of about five
years, the Lord led me to understand things
that sounded crazy to my own ears. It seemed
every teaching about the Bible I ever held to
was crumbling down. The Lord had to destroy
the old building that had been erected and
start anew, with a sure foundation not built
by man.

Before I ever knew a single one of the
saints, before I knew for certain that God’s
true church even existed in this day (though
I believed it must), the Lord prepared me to
receive the truth and come it has! In the
perfect timing of the Lord, I met several

Church of God ministers and heard for the
first time from a human mouth that I could
be free from sin in this life and I didn’t have
to wait another day. Glory!!! What wonderful
news! That same night I was set free from the
bondage of sin and the penalty of death.
Hallelujah!

Within just a couple of short weeks, my
wife was also saved and our family left
Babylon for good, and we will never go back.
We didn’t know where we would go, but the
Lord has provided a small group of saints
here in Alaska for us to have fellowship with
locally, and we are now part of a body that
knows no barriers. He has brought us to a
people that love like I didn’t know people
could love.

That God, in His infinite mercy, would
allow me, of all the people on this earth to
know Him, is beyond my comprehension.
That He would send faithful ministers to
Alaska to help just a few needy souls, I will
be forever grateful for. That He would so
graciously offer me a place in His kingdom
and bestow on me the title “son,” simply
amazes me. Thank you, Father!

Bro. David Maynard,
Alaska, USA

After many years of spiritual silence,
God has raised up a Holy Spirit led ministry
that preaches and lives all of the Bible. He is
gathering His people for Jesus’ soon coming.
There is only one place to be–in Mount Zion,
the home of the free. Be ready when Jesus
comes. Sis. Audrey Wild

Ohio, USA

Appreciate What You’re Doing

Left Babylon for Good

Are You Ashamed of God?

I Became a Real Christian
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Dear Gospel Trumpet,
Bro. Steve gave me your music CD, and

it has truly blessed my heart! My favorite
songs are (1) The Fountain is Full, (4) His
Love Lifted Me, (7) He Rolled My Heavy
Burden Away, and (14) Faithful Love.

I hope to come down to Ohio some time
really soon. Thank you for sending Bro.
Steve to Alaska to save us from the world.

    Keichelle Maddox
Alaska, USA

Save Us from the World

shall be ashamed of me and of my words in
this adulterous and sinful generation; of him
also shall the Son of man be ashamed when
he cometh in the glory of his Father with the
holy angels.” If you are too ashamed to do
anything for the Lord in this wicked
generation we live in now, He will be ashamed
of you on the Judgment Day. Lord help us all
not to be found guilty of being ashamed of
Him on the Judgment Day.

  Sis. Felicia Maurer (Age 15)
Ohio, USA

Praise the Lord! We are writing this
with much thanksgiving in our hearts. The
Lord has truly been good to us. We are so
thankful that we can trust God for all things
that concern us. God’s ways are higher than
ours. “God’s way is best, I will not murmur,
although the end I may not see. Where’er He
leads I’ll meekly follow. God’s way is best
for me.”

We are so thankful for the Lord bringing
us through our recent trials. He truly has
carried us through with the precious Word of
God, song, prayer, and the love of the saints.
Oh, thank God for all His promises we can
hold on to.

What a blessed assurance to lean on One
who knows just what to send us through. We
appreciate all the saints’ prayers for us during
this time. The Lord has heard and answered!
We are much encouraged and determined to
go all the way with Jesus. May we all be
faithful, for heaven is calling us. It won’t be
much longer and we will see Jesus face to
face. Glory! Oh, won’t it be wonderful there,
having no more burdens to bear!

 Bro. Jim & Sis. Carey Myers
Ohio, USA

I thank God for the Church of God. I
thank God that I can claim her for my own
and that I am in her; that she was purchased
for me by the giving of His blood, and He
signed my pardon on the cross.

Saints, I was sick some time ago, so sick
and weak that for one of the seven days I
could only get up for food and drink. There
was no one close by that I could call for
prayer. But the One that is always near
touched me and made me to get up and go
about doing the things that needed doing.

I praise Him every day for His goodness
to me. Please keep me in your prayers.

Sis. Olford,
Florida, USA

I feel I must share the joy I feel in my
soul this day. The Lord is so good to me. He
is my Saviour, Healer, and Comforter. He
satisfies every longing in my soul. I love the
song “Satisfied in Jesus.” I’m thankful that
I can truly say, as the last verse says, “while
I now obey Him, He is satisfied with me.”

As I look back a number of months ago
in my life, I can see that the Lord wasn’t
satisfied with me. I thought I was saved. I
told myself I was alright, but in reality I still
had some rebellion down deep in my heart.

My wife kept begging me to move to a
congregation. I was happy and satisfied with
my little farm. It was just what I wanted. I
was in good health and was doing good
financially. I didn’t need anything more.

On Dec. 1st of 2002, I came down with
pain in my right hip joint. It started out really
mild and some days I didn’t have much pain
at all. But as the days and months went by,
it became more painful, then it became more
severe, then very severe. I wasn’t able to hold
down a job anymore. I couldn’t even do my
chores at home. My wife had to go out and
put wood in the furnace. That was one of the
hard things for me, to sit in the house, not
able to work and let my wife do my jobs.

By this time my life didn’t look too
good. Getting older and a life of pain and
more pain. I came to the place that I realized
I needed God more than anything else. What
I needed most, I didn’t have. On January 20th,

I poured out my heart to God for mercy. I was
assured that all was well and the Lord had
saved me. Then I realized that I really didn’t
know how to pray like I should. The Lord
knew my heart. He knew that I loved Him.
He knew that I wanted to trust Him. So the
suffering just continued. The Lord allowed
suffering and pain to come up on my body. It
was so severe at times that I just didn’t see
how I could take any more. Just before I died,
I didn’t, and just before I collapsed, I didn’t.
I can truly say that the Lord is a present help
in time of trouble.

I want to thank all the saints for their
prayers. I have not had any pain since
November 17. The Lord knows just what we
need. I didn’t have the faith that I needed in
the beginning of my affliction, so the Lord
saw fit to let me stay in the furnace of
affliction some time. He would give me relief
of pain and take the pain away completely at
times. He taught me to pray a fervent prayer.
A fervent prayer is a hot prayer, burning and
glowing. I’m thankful that I can say I can
pray a fervent prayer. James 5:16 says that
the effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous
man avails much.

Another scripture that was a comfort to
me is in Jer. 17:5: “Thus saith the Lord;
Cursed be the man that trusteth in man and
maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart
departeth from the Lord.” When we turn to
man, we depart from the Lord.

Bro. Joe Sorrell
Oklahoma, USA

I want to praise and thank God for what
He has done in my life! I was wrapped up in
a world of sin and pride. I was satisfied with
Sunday morning religion, but thank God, He
intervened and changed my life! When God
got a hold of me, He cleaned up my sinful
mind, my lying mouth, and my worldly
desires. He sanctified my nature and has
established me in His body.

The Lord gave me a greater vision of the
Church of God, and I rejoiced with tears to
think that I get to have a part in Mt. Zion; to
think that He included me in the restoration

of His people! I thank God for the privilege
to be His child and to live for Him in this last
stretch of the race. I am determined in my
heart to run well; to live so that I will be
pleasing to God. Please pray that I will allow
the Lord to mold and shape me into what He
would have me to be.     Sis. Anna Friesen,

Texas, USA

My Saviour, Healer, Comforter

He Changed my Life!

God’s Way is Best

Thank God for the Church
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The Scriptures, Pagans, Gnostics,
and Calvinists on Sin

The Scriptures on Sin:
The apostle John wrote a polemic

against the Gnostics and their views on
sin, etc., in 1 John.The apostle states, on
the matter of sin:
3:5 “And ye know that he was
manifested to take away our sins; and in
him is no sin.” [So, the incarnation of
Christ is evidence that earthbound
believers can be delivered from sin in

the here and now by Christ, their
example.]
3:6  “Whosoever abideth in him sinneth
not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen
him, neither known him.”
3:7  “Little children, let no man deceive
you: he that doeth righteousness is
righteous, even as he is righteous.”
3:8 “He that committeth sin is of the
devil...For this purpose the Son of God
was manifested, that he might destroy
the works of the devil.”
3:9 “Whosoever is born of God doth not
commit sin…”
3:10 “In this the children of God are
manifest, and the children of the devil:
whosoever doeth not righteousness is
not of God…”

From these scriptures it is evident
that the proof of one being in Christ is
his not sinning–“Whosoever abideth in
him sinneth not.” You can go to most
any commentary and see how the
passages that teach deliverance from sin
in this life are explained away.
Essentially, the Christian (?) world agree
with the Gnostics that we cannot be free
from sin and that sin does not separate
one from God, as it used to in Eden when
man sinned. They are in Christ, they
say.

The Calvinistic statements in
defense of sin in the here and now, as
that of others, are discussed at 1 John.
We here simply show the similarity
between the Gnostics and Calvinists on
the sin issue. Reformation and Reformed
systems, as with all forms of the “sinning
Christian,” have tenets of Gnosticism.
The Gnostic believes that sinlessness
can only be experienced by pure spirit;
Calvinists believe that one cannot be
free from sin while in the body, only
after death. The Gnostic believes that
the spirit is not contaminated, though
the body was inherently sinful. Calvinists
believe that one can be sinful and
accounted holy at the same time. So,
both for the Gnostic and Calvinist,
Christianity and sin are possible at the
same time, in the same life, and there is
no deliverance while in the body. In the
process of this discussion it will be seen
that the Pagans, Gnostics, and Calvinists
are in disagreement with the scriptures
on the sin issue; but while in
disagreement with the scriptures,
agreement among them will be clear.

The Pagans on Sin:
The Greek Stoic philosopher

Epictetus said:“How, then: is it possible
to be sinless? It is impossible; but this is
possible, to strive not to sin.”The
Calvinists agree with Epictetus, but see
how they disagree with the apostle John
at 1 John.

Earlier the Greek philosopher, Plato,
had articulated these words:“But having
become good, to remain in a good state
and be good, is not possible, and is not
granted to man. God only has this
blessing; but man cannot help being bad
when the force of circumstances
overpowers him.”

Note the corresponding kinship
between Greek philosophy, Gnosticism,
and false Christianity–Calvinism–that
all despair of any hope for deliverance
from sin while in the body. Later, we
will hear the outbreak of hopelessness in
what we call the Christian church as the
advocates of the “sinning Christian”
speak in behalf of sin.

The Gnostics on Sin and Perseverance:
Irenaeus, in Irenaeus Against

Heresies, speaking of Gnosticism, says:
“2. …But as to themselves, they

hold that they shall be entirely and
undoubtedly saved, not by means of
conduct, but because they are spiritual
by nature. For, just as it is impossible
that material substance should partake
of salvation (since, indeed, they maintain
that it is incapable of receiving it), so
again it is impossible that spiritual
substance (by which they mean
themselves) should ever come under the
power of corruption, whatever the sort
of actions in which they indulged. For
even as gold, when submersed in filth,
loses not on that account its beauty, but
retains its own native qualities, the filth
having no power to injure the gold, so
they affirm that they cannot in any
measure suffer hurt, or lose their spiritual
substance, whatever the material actions
in which they may be involved.

“3. Wherefore also it comes to pass,
that the ‘most perfect’ among them addict
themselves without fear to all those kinds
of forbidden deeds of which the
scriptures assure us that ‘they who do
such things shall not inherit the kingdom
of God…’ Some of them, moreover, are
in the habit of defiling those women to

Continued from Page 1

Evolution of Calvinism

(Sweden) A Swedish court has
sentenced Pentecostal pastor Ake
Green to a month in prison, after he
was found guilty of offending
homosexuals in a 2003 sermon.
According to a June 30 report from
Ecumenical News International,
Green had described homosexuality
as “abnormal, a horrible cancerous
tumour in the body of society.”
Responding to the sentence, Soren
Andersson, the president of the
Swedish federation for lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender rights
(RFSL), said that religious freedom
could never be used as a reason to
offend people.

Sweden passed a constitutional
amendment in 2002, including
sexual orientation in a list of groups
protected against “unfavorable
speech.” A similar law (Bill C-250)
was passed recently in Canada.
While opinions based on a religious
text were excluded from the
Canadian law, many advocates fear
that this clause may prove
insufficient to protect Canadian
clergy from similar action.  &

From Voice of the Martyrs

Pastor Imprisoned for
Offending
Homosexuals
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whom they have taught the above
doctrine, as has frequently been
confessed by those women who have
been led astray by certain of them, on
their returning to the Church of God,
and acknowledging this along with the
rest of their errors. Others of them, too,
openly and without a blush, having
become passionately attached to certain
women, seduce them away from their
husbands, and contract marriages of their
own with them. Others of them, again,
who pretend at first to live in all modesty
with them as with sisters, have in course
of time been revealed in their true colors,
when the sister has been found with
child by her [pretended] brother.

“4. And committing many other
abominations and impieties, they run us
down (who from the fear of God guard
against sinning even in thought or word)
as utterly contemptible and ignorant
persons, while they highly exalt
themselves, and claim to be perfect, and
the elect seed…”

…they run us down: This sounds
like the Calvinists in their condemnation
of Christian perfection as
“perfectionism.”

Jerome, Augustine, and the Pope
Fought Jovinian

Rome Against Truth:
The *harlot church thus fought the

truth advocated by Jovinian; so do the
daughters of the harlot church of today,
Calvinists and others. But we note here
that not all people, then or now, can be
silenced with respect to the truth. We
call attention to Jovinian: “There arose
another voice of dissent on the
ecclesiastical scene who did not travel
with the crowd–Jovinian by name  (350?-
405). This great worthy of righteousness
was known by some as an unorthodox
monk or a heretic; others called him ‘the
last bright witness of first century
Christianity and the first torch-bearer of
the Reformation.’ Dr. Harnack, that great
historian of Christian doctrine, says of
Jovinian:

“‘His main positions were as
follows:

The natural man is in the state of sin.
Even the slightest sin separates from
God and exposes to damnation.

Regeneration is the state in which

Christ is in us, and we are in Christ; there
are no degrees in it, for this personal
relationship either does or does not exist.
Where it does, there is righteousness.

To him, too, the truth applies that
there are no small and great sins, but that
the heart is either with God or the devil.

Those who are baptized in Christ,
and cling to Him with confident faith,
form the one, true church.’”

“Finally, Jovinian’s position against
the‘sinning Christian’ drew the
resistance of the great theologians of his
time. Augustine and Jerome wrote
against him; both Ambrose and the Pope
called synods against him for his
condemnation.

“Thus, apostasy rolls on to deeper,
darker falsehood!”

The Calvinists on Sin and Perseverance:
Calvin denies, as do all Calvinists,

the solemn truth that sin brings death
and separation from God to the believer.
He says: “. . . the sins of believers are
venial [not causing death of the soul],
not because they are not deserving of
death, but because, through the mercy of
God, ‘there is no condemnation to them
which are in Christ Jesus’ because they
are not imputed to them, but obliterated
by a pardon.” So, believers are the only
persons on the planet who can sin with
impunity? Nonsense!

Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer says:
“Through the present priestly advocacy
of Christ in heaven there is absolute
safety and security for the Father’s child
even while he is sinning.”

 Steele and Thomas say:“… True
believers do fall into temptations, and
they do commit grievous sins, but these
sins do not cause them to lose their
salvation or separate them from Christ.”

The Gnostics and Calvinists
on Grace

The Gnostics on Grace:
Hippolytus, in his Refutation of all

Heresies, says: “For (they would have
us believe) that they are not overcome
by the supposed vice, for that they have
been redeemed…and that they do
whatsoever they please, as persons free;
for they allege that they are saved by
grace. For that there is no reason for
punishment, even though one shall act

wickedly; for such a one is not wicked
by nature, but by enactment.”

The Calvinists on Grace:
Muller says: “Since justification is

viewed by the Protestant orthodox as a
counting righteous rather than a making
righteous, it rests not merely on the
merit of Christ, but upon the union of the
believer with Christ by grace through
faith. An individual is counted righteous
because he is in Christ, covered as it
were by the righteousness of Christ…
“Thus sinners are considered positively
righteous by the imputation of the active
obedience of Christ.”

The Gnostics and Calvinists
on Elect

The Gnostics on Elect:
Clement says: “These quotations I

have adduced in reproof of the
Basilidians [Gnostics], who do not live
rightly, either as having power (exousian)
to sin because of their perfection, or as
being altogether assured by nature of
future salvation, although they sin now,
because they are by dignity of nature the
elect.”

The Calvinists on Elect:
Muller says: “Only the elect are

therefore effectively called.”
Steele and Thomas make the

following observation:
“The doctrine of election declares

that God, before the foundation of the
world, chose certain individuals from
among the fallen members of Adam’s
race to be the objects of His undeserved
favor. These, and these only, He
purposed to save…He chose to save
some and exclude others.”

The Westminster Confession of Faith
states:
“I. They whom God hath accepted in his
Beloved, effectually called and
sanctified by his Spirit, can neither totally
nor finally fall away from the state of
grace; but shall certainly persevere
therein to the end, and be eternally saved.
“II. This perseverance of the saints
depends, not upon their own free-will,
but upon the immutability of the decree
of election…
“III. Nevertheless they may, through
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Statement of the Position of the Church of God on War

Considering the troubled inter-
national situation presently faced, we, the
General Ministerial Body of the Church of
God, feel led of God to again proclaim the
church’s position in regard to participation
in war and violence.

The following was reaffirmed and
adopted on June 4, 2004, and reads as
follows:

The Holy Bible teaches us that our
first duty is to God, namely, “Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind,
and with all thy strength” and the second
is like unto this, “Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself.”

Jesus taught His followers to love their
enemies, do good to them that hate you and
pray for them which despitefully use you
and persecute you that you may be the
children of your Father which is in heaven
(Matt. 5:39, 44-45).

There are many other scriptures, such
as Jn. 18:36; Matt. 26:52; Rom. 12:14, 17,
19-21, which definitely forbid us to take up
arms to fight or defend ourselves, and
because of the teaching of such scriptures,

we are also conscientiously opposed to
accepting non-combatant military service
in warfare or to work in any factory or plant
which is directly engaged in producing
instruments or munitions for the destruction
of human life.

We, the undersigned, as members of
the General Ministerial Body of the Church
of God, are conscientiously opposed to
participation in war in any form at any
time, whether civil, political, or religious.

We are conscientiously opposed to the
purchase of defence or war bonds and
stamps for the prosecution of war.

We, the Church of God, are in all
things willing to live honestly, believing
that our governments are ordained of God,
and we are praying for our leaders and for
all that are in authority, that we may lead
a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness.

We concur that this has been the
position of the Church of God since its
founding in 30 A.D. and through the more
recent reformation of 1880.

The above statement is an adopted and
uniform teaching and practice of the Church
of God.

Daniel Layne
Ray Tinsman
Siegfried Tovstiga
Peter Hildebrandt
Susan Mutch
Henry Hildebrandt
Patrick O’Shea
Gerald Tinsman Jr.
Randall Hargrave
Gary Boevers
Stephen Hargrave
David Hildebrandt

Aaron Braun
Cynthia Kerby
Jacob Braun
Elizabeth O’Shea
Susanna Redekop
Tamara Tinsman
Benjamin Tovstiga
Dale Hayton
Jonathan Hargrave
Ernest Benion
Johnny Friesen
Elizabeth Strizu

Audley McKenzie
Mely Estrada
Trudy Wiebe
Hilde Groetzinger
Paul McGehee
Richard Wiebe
Isaac Thiessen
Diane Ewing
Julia Anselm
Doreen Tovstiga
Ellie Froese
James Degraffenreid

the temptations of Satan and of the world,
the prevalency of the corruption
remaining in them, and the neglect of
the means of their preservation, fall into
grievous sins…”

Doctrines of Calvinism on Sin, not
Christian, But Pagan and Gnostic

The evidence speaks for itself!
Calvinism is a Gnostic mutant, mutating
from the “Christian heresy” known as
Gnosticism. Accordingly, there is no
parent type of the Calvinistic “sinning

*Editor’s note: We believe the mother of harlots
represents every false power or spirit that has
opposed the true people of God all through
history, even before the time of Roman
Catholicism. Roman Catholicism is indeed,
though, a daughter of Babylon the Great.

It is time for thee my God to work,
the time has now arrived,

For thou hast now revived thy church
in this bright eve of time.

Lord thou art surely coming here
to judge the men of earth.

The time is drawing near when we
no more for God can work.

It is time for thee my God to work
against confusion’s noise.

Lift up, lift up through all the earth
thy Word’s life-giving voice.

It’s time for thee to onward move,
thou loving King of kings.

‘Tis time for souls to hear thy truth,
awake from dust and sing.

It is time, almighty God to bring
the message of the hour.

Thy people shall be willing
in thy glorious day of power,

To crush the segregating walls
beneath the gospel stone,

And publish loud the Shepherd’s call
till all of His come home.

Labor on my soul till dawn
shall bring that bright eternal day,

‘Tis God that works in thee so work
till time shall flee away.

Be thou a mighty weapon
in the hand of God for truth.

Hew down the dark deceptions,
lay thine axe unto the root.

  —Bro. Jason Hargrave

Christian,” election, predestination, or
effectual calling to be found in the
scriptures. The issues on sin, etc., are
not an in-house disagreement among
evangelicals. It is Christians in
disagreement with professed Christians,
Calvinists, and others, on doctrines of
sin that have Gnostic and pagan tenets.
And there can never be agreement with
this enemy of the cross.

Let me be clear on the matter:
Calvinism is a mixture of pagan
philosophy and Gnosticism on the sin

issue, and therefore not Christian. And
Christians must so regard Calvinism as
not being Christian. Christians that may
be in Calvinistic circles that hold the
doctrine as a concept, but deny it as a
practice must come out of this harlot
system!  &  Printed by Permission

It is Time for Thee to Work
Psalm 119:126
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I could not consistently preach Christ
without preaching holiness, since He is
holy and He is the pattern we are to hold
up for men to follow. When He appears
again, we are to be like Him, and we
cannot be like Him without being holy.
It would cast reflection on His life for
me to preach anything else. He Himself
told His disciples to follow Him. He also
says, “If any man will come after me, let
him deny himself, take up his cross, and
follow me.” Here He makes it “any
man.” How can we follow Him without
going the way He goes? And if we go the
way He goes, we shall be going the
opposite direction from sin. Sin and
holiness are as far apart and as much
different as is God and the devil.

Paul told Timothy to preach the
Word, and this cannot be done without
preaching holiness. We are to be
partakers of His holiness. How could
this be done without becoming holy? To
partake of a thing is to have a part in, to
share or take a part. We are also to be
partakers of His divine nature. How
could we do this without becoming
holy?God predestined before the
foundation of the world that His people
should be holy. And why should I preach
anything contrary to His predestination?
And in order that this people come up to
this standard, Christ came and died to
make a perfect atonement by the spilling
of His blood, as the blood of animals
could not make the comers thereunto
perfect. I would be casting reflection on
His blood to say it was insufficient to
cleanse from all sin and make us holy
and provide grace to keep us.

It would also be casting reflection
on Him as a workman, since we are His
workmanship. We would be virtually
saying the devil was a better workman
than the Lord by saying He could get a
little of our service if we do belong to
God, but God could get none of our
service if we belonged to the devil when
the fact is we cannot serve two masters.

Christ’s blood does a perfect work,
and nothing less than holiness would be
perfect. I could get no help from the
Holy Ghost if I should preach anything
else. Since He anoints for the preaching
of God’s Word, and God’s Word says,
“Be ye holy, for I am holy.” No preacher
has ever been directed or taught, led, or
anointed by the Holy Ghost to preach
against holiness. Some who were sincere
in their belief may have preached against
it because they were traditionist to
believe they could not live without sin,
but they had no Holy Ghost anointing or
help to preach. It was a human effort and
one that displeased the Lord.

I must preach Christ as a Saviour,
and how can He be a Saviour without
saving? And if He saves, He is bound to
save us from the thing that caused us to
be lost. Thus He fulfilled the scripture in
Matthew 1:21 by saving His people from
their sins. And they being saved from
them can remain no longer in them
without losing their salvation or
becoming lost again. Thank God, His
blood can save and His grace can keep,
as Paul said, “He is able to keep that
which I have committed unto him against
that day.”

No one could become a member of
the Church of God or New Testament
church without becoming holy, as it is to
be holy and without blemish. All who
are born of the Spirit are born into God’s
family or church, and since our father
and mother are both holy, so their
children must follow them into holiness.

I preach holiness because holiness
enables all men to overcome sin in all of
its forms. Holiness furnishes the fire to
burn out carnality and purify and refine
the gold and also to fill us with power to
enable us to climb the grade of self-
denial. It would please the devil instead
of God for me to preach anything else.
In pleasing God, we always displease
the devil.

I could not represent God without

representing something like Him.
Nothing could be like Him without being
holy. No religion could be pure and
undefiled, as spoken of by James, without
being holy. A thing cannot be pure and
at the same time be impure. How much
sin could religion have in it and be pure?
You say none, and you say right, and the
pure religion James was talking about
was for human beings here on earth. The
earth is cursed today worse than on any
other line with cheap religion. The
greatest menace to the welfare of
Christianity today is the counterfeit
religion that has its foundation on the

M. A. Monday
The Gospel Trumpet, January 1928

Upcoming
Meetings

Germany
October 24 - 31

Mexico
Chihuahua: Aug. 8 - 15
Durango: Aug. 17 - 22

Aylmer, Ontario
October 4 - 10

Oklahoma
Nov. 21 - 28

Kenosha, Wisconsin
September 3 - 6

Why I Preach Holiness

How much sin
could religion
have in it and
still be pure?

windy doctrines of
men. If I was going to
deal in anything cheap
it would be something
besides religion. I
would not give a cent for all of the cheap
religion in use today unless I could dump
it in the pit from which it came.

Thank God, we can be holy and
without blame before Him in love. Let
us keep the good old truth of holiness of
heart and life ringing out until every soul
shall hear its ring, and the world is set on
fire by its burning truth, and men’s hearts
are full of its life and power and
sweetness.  &
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Meeting Reports

Nappanee, Indiana : We are thankful
for the privilege to have had gospel
meetings in Nappanee, Indiana.
Meetings were held from Thursday, May
27, through Sunday, May 30. Saints
from Germany and Canada were present
at Nappanee to support the Word of God
and the outreach in that community.
Bro. Daniel Layne labored in the gospel
and was helped of God to bring forth
messages with anointing that were very
clear and practical; messages addressing
The Anointing, Living by Faith, Being
Obedient to the Heavenly Vision, as
well as a very sobering message entitled,
Who Goes to Hell?

On Saturday, May 29, the saints
held a street meeting with a desire to
reach out to the souls in that area. The
Lord wonderfully blessed our efforts, as
a very busy intersection in the heart of
downtown Nappanee was introduced to
the Church of God. The beautiful songs
of salvation were sung to those who
were passing by. Many were very
receptive as more than two hundred
meeting flyers were distributed, giving
a special invitation to all who desired to
hear of God’s power to change lives.

The same night, Bro. Layne gave
his testimony of how God delivered him
from nineteen years of heroin addiction.
Many visitors attended and were moved
as Bro. Layne told of some of his
experiences while living on the streets
and how God miraculously dealt with
him and saved his soul. Those who
attended from the community heard a
candid account of the effects of sin and
how Jesus Christ is able to deliver, not
only from drug addiction, but from all
sin, whatever it may be.

Many visitors came throughout the
course of the meeting. The Lord
wonderfully blessed the entire meeting
from beginning to end as many were
able to see for themselves that Bible
salvation really does satisfy and how
God is gloriously gathering His people
together in these last days.

This meeting was a wonderful
prelude to the International Camp
Meeting held at West Milton, Ohio.  We

Alaska: We were privileged to have a
gospel meeting in Anchorage, Alaska,
from April 29 through May 2nd. The
meeting was attended by more than 20
saints from the lower 48 states.

God has been stirring the hearts of
His people in Alaska with the truth of
His Word. Religious error and confusion
are being exposed by the light of the
glorious gospel. The saints there are
much encouraged and determined to
stand for the truth. Please continue to
pray for the work in Alaska as there is a
stirring in the community.

Bro. Randall Hargrave

Texas: In February 2004, the Church
of God held their first meeting in
Seminole, Texas.  The cry came, when
are you coming back to Seminole? Upon
hearing the cry, Bro. Henry Hildebrandt
felt the burden to go back with a group
of singers and saints from Ontario,
Oklahoma, Texas, and Mexico to preach
biblical truths from July 7-10.

It seems there are people there who
are longing for something spiritual.  An
old grandmother, 80 years of age, who
walked two long blocks pushing her
wheel chair and sitting down on it along
the way to rest a bit, came to the first
evening service.  She had not received a
personal invitation but heard about the
meeting from others. A number of the
saints have relations and friends in the
area, which were visited and invited.
Many of them were very drawn to the
saints.  One of the young couples that
was visited sees the wickedness all
around them. They have decided to keep
their children at home and teach them,
rather than to send their children to the
public school. The saint family that
visited them and spent the night there,
saw the mother sit on the couch in the

morning with her children reading the
Bible to them.  The saints had a chance
to tell this family what the services of
the saints are like and sang with them.
Some saints had the opportunity to testify
and discuss Bible doctrine with their
relatives.  Some of the people shared
how lonely they were and didn’t have
anyone to go to.

Invitations were handed out as far
away as Hobbs, which is a neighboring
city about 30 miles from Seminole.
Visitors came out to every meeting.
They were not in any hurry to leave after
the services, but lingered and enjoyed
the fellowship and love of the saints.
Surely the Lord heard their groanings
and saw their afflictions as He heard the
groanings of the children of Israel and
saw their afflictions (Acts 7:34).

Our hearts go out to a lost and sad
world, most of them probably not even
knowing what they should be praying
for.  We are thankful for the ray of light
that has come to Seminole.  Let us
continue to pray for that area and the
many other places in the world where
the people are still groping in darkness.

  Sis. Trudy Wiebe

are very thankful to God for this meeting
and are trusting Him to continue His
stirrings and the interest that was shown
in the Nappanee area, and also to continue
to bless the nearby congregation which
He has raised up in Warsaw, Indiana.

Bro. Stephen Hargrave

International Camp Meeting, West
Milton, Ohio, June 5-13 : “And there
was given me a reed like unto a rod: and
the angel stood, saying, Rise, and
measure the temple of God, and the
altar, and them that worship therein.”
Rev. 11:1. The sharp, powerful Word
was our portion in this meeting of the
saints of the Most High. Its presence in
the midst is a sure sign and gives us the
means to measure the temple of God and
all that pertains to it. The Word was
accompanied with the glory from
meeting to meeting throughout the length
of the camp, and many were the shouts
and praises of the children of God as
need after need was met. Truly, it has
turned out that “stout preaching makes
stout saints.”

Again this year, another local
campground had to be engaged to
accommodate the crowd of nearly 1000
persons. 61 were present from Europe.
29 were immersed in water baptism.
475 participated in the ordinance of the
Lord’s supper and feet washing. There
were 36 ministers present from several
different countries and states.
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CONTACTS

California, USA

Bro. Daniel Layne        (909) 985-5759

Illinois & Wisconsin, USA

Bro. Patrick O’Shea     (262) 652-7517

Indiana, USA

Bro. Ray Tinsman   (765) 468-7373

Ohio, USA

Bro. Randy Hargrave   (937) 547-3003

Oklahoma, USA

Bro. Gary Boevers        (405) 376-9359

Texas, USA
Bro. Paul McGehee   (903) 737-0615

Manitoba, Canada

Bro. & Sis. Wieler    (204) 320-9091

Ontario, Canada

Bro. Henry Hildebrandt (519) 765-2331

Germany

Bro.Siegfried Tovstiga      (06264) 92 62 37

Baja California, Mexico

Bro. Aaron Braun    (646) 173-6464

Chihuahua, Mexico

Bro. Peter Hildebrandt    (625) 584-1011

 Durango, Mexico
Bro. Isaac Thiessen   (677) 100-2401

Africa
Bro. Bonface M. Munzaa           Kenya
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We again set aside a morning for a
mass street meeting in the downtown
city square of Dayton, Ohio, where many
souls were exposed to the Church of
God and the truth she preaches through
testimony, messages, singing, and
handing out of large amounts of
literature. We had well over 100 visitors
to the camp meeting, many of them for
the first time.

God is blessing the restoration of
His church in this time as the Word goes
forth without compromise, and more
and more are being added to the church.
We are already experiencing much fruit
of this assembly of saints and look
forward to continual growth in every
way. If you missed this meeting, you
missed a great blessing. Plan to try to be
with us next year if the Lord allows time.

With a desire to reach all the souls we possibly can, the Church of God now has a website –
www.churchofgodonline.com. The public in all parts of the world widely use the internet to search
for information and to connect with people. We want to be able to further the gospel by reaching them
via this technology. We also now have an internet radio station.   This can be accessed via our website
or http://trumpetradio.freedomnet.net:8000.

This in no way changes our stand regarding internet use for the children of God. It still stands that
internet use is restricted for when it is mandatory for one’s employment, since most businesses utilize
this techology, and for a few individuals in a very limited and monitored way.

The dangers of internet use cannot be stressed enough. While it has the potential to be used for good,
statistics prove the devil is also using it as a conduit for sin and multitudes are being snared thereby.
Pornography is rampant, and is even a problem out in religious circles. Youth are a prey to sexual
predators online. Marriages are destroyed by spouses finding someone new online. Others are
addicted to spending hours online, to the hurt of their own soul and to the neglect of their families.

Northwestern Montana, July 19-26 :
Feeling led of the Lord to respond to a
call, Bros. Ray Tinsman, Jerry Tinsman
Jr., Randall Hargrave and myself visited
this area where we found a good number
of precious children of God. We were
warmly received, as was the Word of
the Lord.

We had a number of meetings and
visitations in the area and we felt they
were indeed profitable. Please pray for
the dear ones in Montana, that God will
supply their every spiritual need and
supply them with the bounty of His
table. Bro. Daniel Layne

Order the messages and singing tapes
from Zion’s Voice.

Your saved brother in the one fold,
Bro. Daniel Layne
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contains stories of Jesus’ early life and ministry.
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The Martyr of the Catacombs is a dramatized audio produc-
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