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Don’t judge! We hear
those words quite often in
our society today. Is it
wrong to judge? Is judging
in order? Let us see what
the Bible has to say.

Isa. 1:17 commands
us to seek judgment. Jesus

scriptures, we must conclude that in order
to obey God, we must judge, and thus
refusing to do so is sin.

If the Bible speaks so well of judgment,
then why do so many people (including
professed preachers) talk as if we should
never judge another person? There are
several reasons:

1.  Because they love their sins and do
not want to be judged. “An ungodly
witness scorneth judgment...” Prov. 19:28.
“Every one that doeth evil hateth the light,
neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds
should be reproved.” John 3:20.

2.  Because they fear to lose the favor
of the one being judged.

3.  Many think that we should leave
all the judging to God–that we cannot
possibly judge one another correctly, for
we cannot see the heart and motives behind
actions.  But what is in the heart is openly
shown by a person’s words and actions.
“…Out of the abundance of the heart the

mouth speaketh.” Matt.
12:34. “Keep thy heart
with all diligence, for out
of it are the issues of life.”
Prov. 4:23. Thus we can
know (judge) a tree by its
fruit (Matt. 7:20).

4.  Because they have

Bro. Jere Thilmony

Is Judging Biblical?

commands us to judge righteous judgment
(John 7:24). The Psalmist said he would
sing of mercy and judgment (Psa. 101:1),
and, “The mouth of the righteous speaketh
wisdom, and his tongue talketh of
judgment” (Psa. 37:30). In Jer. 5:1, God
said He would pardon Jerusalem if He
found any man that was executing
judgment. What did Jesus say He would
send to the smoking flax and bruised reed
to bring them victory? Judgment! (Matt.
12:20.) No wonder the devil works so
hard to promote “judge not”–he knows
the fruit of judgment–victory!

God, in speaking of old Jerusalem as
a faithful city, said it was full of judgment
(Isa. 1:21).  He also said that in restoring
Jerusalem to its faithful state, He would
first restore its judges, then redeem it with
judgment (Isa. 1:26-27). Thus, at that
point, for a person to refuse to judge (or
refuse to be judged), he would be refusing
God’s means of redemption. By these

taken some scriptures out of context.
There are some scriptures that tell us not
to judge, but they were intended only for
some cases. One has to pervert their true
meaning to apply them in every
circumstance. Let us look at some of the
scriptures people use to this purpose:

“Judge not, that ye be not judged.”
Matt. 7:1. To understand this, we must
find who Jesus is talking to: “Thou
hypocrite...” (vs. 5). He is talking only to
hypocrites; people whose hearts are not
right before God and are guilty of
committing deeds more evil than the deeds
they are dealing with in others. But for
those who have no beam in their eye,
Jesus sanctions judging, for He goes on to
say, “then shalt thou see clearly to cast
out the mote out of thy brother’s eye.”

“So then every one of us shall give
account of himself to God. Let us not
therefore judge one another any more...”

Continued on Page 9
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As time swiftly moves to the consummation of all
things, the bride of Christ is busy making herself ready for
the great day. It is both a joyous and a serious time, as a
great voice goes out from the church, urging all to awake
from their slumber and sleep. This world desperately needs a
wake-up call, and I greatly rejoice to see how our faithful
God has raised up a people who are sending it out.

Thunder is coming forth from true messengers of God
and earthquakes are shaking religious professors in their
compromise and lukewarmness. While sectarians are
gnawing their tongues for pain for these judgments, honest
souls are gladly embracing the liberating truth and rejoicing
in the victory.

We look for God to continue to glorify His name by
sending out His truth to save the lost and to deliver souls
from sect Babylon. The church is devoted to this work.  –sm
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I am so glad I am saved! I am so
thankful to be part of the true Church of
God.  I am so glad I have a saved  mother.
I am also thankful for a saved sister. I am
thankful that I don’t have to be lost in sin
and go to hell. I am very thankful He came
looking for me and found me.  I was in a
pitiful shape, but He still had mercy on me
and saved me.

Please pray for me that I would stay
saved until the end.

Sis. Suzanna Tocholke (Age 10)
Wisconsin, USA

Dearest saints of God,
I am TRULY happy to be saved.  I am

TRULY happy to have the Lord in my
life. I recently went through a very big
trial for me, and, OH! the blessings my
Saviour has given me through this are
innumerable.

Job said, “the thing which I greatly
feared is come upon me” Job 3:25.  This
situation has been something I’ve always
feared and thought I would not be able to
bear. I asked the Lord, “What do you
want me to get out of this trial?” He
answered, “You see, it’s not so frightening
if I’m holding your hand.” The Lord is
right!  I’ve felt His heavenly peace and
divine comfort enveloping my spirit, and
I have sweet rest in His will!  It has not
been easy. I’ve cried many, many tears,
but the Lord has been right there to dry
them.  If I had to chose my own pathway,
my human flesh would choose to walk
around the fire, not through it, but,
PRAISE GOD that it is the Saviour who
leads me and “He knoweth the way that I
take: when He hath tried me, I shall come
forth as gold” (Job 23:10).

His way IS best!  How can I doubt His
tender mercies? He’s led me to a place of
repentance and salvation!   He’s sanctified
my soul and brought me into His church!
The prayers, love and support of the
saints during this time have been priceless
to me. The Word of God also has been a
great source of comfort and strength to
me. He as shown me through this trial,
and in my heart I know, “He doeth all
things well.”

Lovingly, in the Master’s service,
Sis. Dianna Hudson

Ohio, USA

I truly count it a great privilege to be
saved, sanctified and in the true Church
of God. I am thankful that the Lord saved
me in my young years. I wasn’t looking
for this, but I am thankful for the saints’
prayers, that the Lord brought me home.
I am thankful that there was somebody
labouring and preparing the way for me.
I am so thankful for God’s keeping grace
and power that holds me through
everything that comes my way. I am so

very thankful that I can place my whole
life and future in the hands of my Maker
and rest assured that He knows exactly
what is best for me. I am determined to
stay in this way, no matter what comes
my way or what I have to give up. Please
pray for me that I would continue going
onward and upward.  Sis. Tina Dyck

Ontario, Canada

I’m thankful for the Lord’s help and
guidance through the last months, which
have been ones of many trials and tests.
I’m glad for those times, as I see how God
has been developing my character to be
more like His.  At all costs do I want to be
more like Jesus–more meek, more humble,
loving and tender and having a real God-
sent burden for lost souls and those trapped
in false religion.

I don’t want to lose what I’ve learned,
but want to put it into practice; never
growing cold or lukewarm, but ever
increasing in the knowledge of God.  Some
think that as young people, we have to
waste our lives in sin and worldly pleasure.
“After all,” they say, “we are only young
once.”  Yes, we are only young once and
I’m glad we can spend it living for Jesus.
Jesus loves young and old alike, not

wanting any to perish (and that includes
young people who live in disobedience to
God), but all to come to repentance.

God has grace for young people to get
saved and stay saved.  His blood can wash
any willing person’s soul, giving them a
clean heart and making them willing and
glad to serve Him.

“A new heart also will I give you and
a new spirit will I put within you: and I
will take away the stony heart out of your
flesh and I will give you an heart of flesh.
And I will put my spirit within you and
cause you to walk in my statutes and ye
shall keep my judgments and do them.”
Ezk. 36:26-27.

I’m glad I can serve Him in newness
of the spirit and not in the oldness of the
letter. Not just having a dead, formal
profession, just living to please man, but
rather, I can have Christ dwelling within,
giving me life and strength to face each
new day. His grace is made new every
morning. His love is just as intense and
real as when He suffered on the cross,
suffering in agony for souls who didn’t
even love Him or ask Him to do it.

His love has kept me going and it’s
my desire to live close to Him, not grieving
Him in any way and being a faithful sister
in the body. Jesus deserves our best, so
let’s stay encouraged in the strait and
narrow way. With much love to all the
saints and readers. Please pray for us here
in Belize.    Sis. Eva Martens

Belize

Praise the Lord! I’m thankful that the
Lord saved me. He didn’t just forgive my
past sins, but also saved me from doing
them again. I am so thankful that He
saved me from having a friendship out in
the world that could have greatly affected
my thoughts and might have kept me from
getting saved.

Before I got saved, I played video
games so much that I had little time to
think about other things. I spent every
spare moment on them. But thank the
Lord, He helped me in a wonderful way
not only to get rid of the games, but also
the desire for them! They don’t grasp my
attention or desire any more, THANK
GOD! I am so thankful that I now have a

I’m thankful to be saved and truly
satisfied in JESUS. I’m also thankful for
saved sisters to teach our church school.

I’m so very happy that my parents
were not one of them that left the true
church. Sis Rachel Cox (Age 10)

Ohio, USA

His Way is Best

I am Determined

Glad I Can Serve Him

Saved and Satisfied

So Glad I am Saved

The Lord Saved Me
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I really enjoyed so much the recent
issue of the Gospel Trumpet and how it
exposed the false churches of man. Oh,
that the true saints who are yet in sect
confusion, would be able to see the truth
of the church that Jesus built–a city set on
a hill, and that cannot be hid, the precious
Church of God. It said to honest hearts,
“Wake up, wake up, the Bridegroom
cometh, run for your lives to the refuge–
the Church of God, the only one of her
mother.  No sect sisters or brothers, praise
the Lord. No more confusion, but true
light from heaven and true ministers, who
are not lords over God’s heritage, but give
God the honor.

I praise the Lord, saints, and
appreciate so much (praise God, glory!)
this end-time restoration; the last move of
the Lord before His coming.  I just wanted
to thank the Lord for His saving power
and keeping grace.  If we want to be kept
(saved-we-can-be!), Jesus said He is
faithful to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness (sin) and to present us
holy before the Father. Praise the Lord!!!

With much thanksgiving for
the plan of salvation,

Sis. Phyllis Hargrave
Ohio, USA

I am very thankful that I can be saved
and sanctified. I am so thankful for the
prayers that the saints prayed for me. I
came to the place that I thought I would
just have to give up, but thank God, I
didn’t. My desire was always that I could
have my children here in the Church of
God, and I thank God for those that are
here. At first I didn’t want to come because
of the teaching on baptism. (I’d been
wrongly taught in a Mennonite back-
ground.) Many times I told my husband
we should just go long enough until we
could stop smoking. Thank God I don’t
smoke anymore. Now I don’t want to go

desire to read the Lord’s Word instead! It
benefits me spiritually, which no video
game can do and ever strengthens me and
encourages me. Your brother in the Lord,

Bro. Jake Neufeld (Age 15)
Ontario, Canada

I greet you in the name of the Lord.
I’m very thankful today that I have a part
in the true Church of God. It is glorious to
experience how God is working and
restoring everything. Thank the Lord for
the seventh trumpet, where God is
gathering His people. And the privilege
is, whoever wants to, may be gathered to
His people–children, young people and
the older ones.

People believe that in this day and
age, theyoung people have to live
according to their lust and flesh in order
to have fun, and then, when they get older
they can seek salvation. People have a
false idea about serving the Lord. They
believe it is so hard and sad and that it
does not attract young people. The world
is so wrong!  Serving the Lord is the best
thing that I have found in my life and
above that, in my young years!

Before I got saved, I couldn’t sleep at
night.  I was so scared of death, because
I was not ready to meet the Lord.  It was
hard.  I believe there are a lot more young
people out there that want to live after the

Praise God for giving us such a
wonderful salvation! We can keep saved
by receiving His sweet love and grace in
our souls constantly. The devil can’t devise
an attack on us that can break through the
realms of the grace and power of God.
Hallelujah! We can endure great trib-
ulations and overcome all the power of
the devil, because of Jesus dwelling within
us. All that thrills my soul is Jesus and His
body–the Church of God.  All my love,
labor, prayers and tears shall be for her

back to it. I was a smoker for about
twenty years. I am so thankful for the hail
(Rev. 11:19) that fell on me and knocked
so much off. I want more of that hail.

Before we came to the saints, I started
to go to “church” every Sunday. I wanted
to be a good Christian. Thank God He
showed me it wasn’t there. I wanted to be
in subjection to the law, but in Gal. 3:10
it says, “For as many as are of the works
of the law are under the curse: for it is
written, Cursed is every one that
continueth not in all things which are
written in the book of the law to do them.”
I want to do better. I am so thankful that
I am no longer under the curse. I am so
happy now. I once told my mother how
hard it was, and she said it needed to be
like that because the Bible says, “Come
unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest.” She said
if we go through the world heavy laden,
then we will receive rest in the end. I am
thankful that I can have that rest now. I
greet all the saints.

Sis. Margaretha Braun
Ontario, Canada

flesh, and they “believe” they are having
a good time, yet when they go to bed at
night, when they are alone, they are scared
and wish they hadn’t done what they have
done. It is a torture for a young person.
Many times you don’t see during the day
what they are going through at night.

Thank the Lord for freedom from
such an awful life. I am so glad that there
is joy in serving the Lord. I wouldn’t trade
it for anything. It is better than anything
the world can offer. Now I’m living a
victorious life and at night I lay down with
a free conscience, knowing there is nothing
between me and my best friend, Jesus.

Some people might look upon us as
young people and think that we are living
under man-rule and we are this way
because we have to. But, I want to tell
them a secret. We want to live this way!
No one ever forced me to live this way. I
decided for myself, and I’ve never been
sorry for this decision.

We read in Eccl. 11:9, “Rejoice, O
young man, in thy youth; and let thy heart
cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and
walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the
sight of thine eyes...”  I tell you, I’m doing
exactly what my heart desires, which is
living a holy life. I agree with Paul, “I
exercise myself, to have always a
conscience void of offense toward God,
and toward men.”Acts 24:16.

I’m also very thankful that I don’t
have to get saved every month. I got saved
once, and it’s been over 5 years now, and
it’s still getting better. Thank the Lord.

I love the church that Jesus built,
where I get my help in whatever I need.

Sis. Susanna Martens (Age 19)
Chihuahua, Mexico

True Light from Heaven

I Am So Happy Now

The Best Thing I’ve Found

A Wonderful Salvation!
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Praise the Lord! I am saved, sanctified,
and very encouraged to be the happiest
young person on earth. There are so many
other places that I could have been, but
I’m glad I’m in the Church of God.

I was home-schooled up to fifth grade.
My dad (who is unsaved and does not live
with us) didn’t feel we were being educated
properly, so he took us to court for that
and some other things. He put us in public
schools.

We were with my dad for eleven
months. We went back with our mom, but
the deal was that if mom wanted us back,
she had to put us in public schools.  That
was the beginning of our next four years
in public schools. At first, they didn’t
really give us a big problem, because we
watched the “educational” movies.

It all started, in the years 1999 and
2000.  My older sister and I decided to do
away with all TV in any way, shape, or
form.  If I remember right, the first movie
was in my science class. The teacher
walked to the front and told us that we
were going to watch a movie.  He pushed
the power button on the TV.  It took all of
God in me to get up.  I walked up to the
front of the class, and everyone was staring
at me. I told my teacher that I was not
going to watch the movie because it was
against my religious beliefs. He told me to
go back and sit down and put my head
down. I told him that I needed to leave the
room. He wrote me up and sent me to the
office. He was very mad.

The principal got mad and they
brought the guidance counsellor to try to
scare me back into the room by telling me
I was breaking the truancy law.  I told him
it was against my religion to watch TV, so
I wasn’t going back in there. They  wrote
me up a detention and sat me in the hall.

This procedure went on for a while.
One of my teachers told me to sit down,
and I said no, respectfully, saying I didn’t
watch TV and that I needed to go to the
office. He pulled me into the hallway and
started yelling at me right in my face.
When he was done, I told him that I still
wasn’t going back in there.  He sent me to
the office with a write-up.

My sister and I served a detention and
a suspension. During the in-school
suspension, we had a substitute.  He let us
talk, and he was wondering about our
religion. I gave him a Gospel Trumpet
and he read the whole thing.

As my sister and I had to keep leaving
the room, we got more write-ups. One day
I received a notice while I was in class that
the next day I would be going to a Juvenile
Detention Center (children’s jail). My
sister and I went, and everyone that asked
us why we were there could not believe it.
They frisked us and they were very mean,

just to make it short. At the end of the day
we were so happy to go home.

After that is when the media stepped
in. The news came and did an interview at
our house. We were on the news, in the
newspapers, and on radio talk shows.  A
man from Europe called us and told us
that we were on the front page over there.
The benefit of this is that people began to
hear about the church.

With all the public and media
attention, the school lawyers were willing
to make an agreement to prevent it from
going to court. The agreement basically
said that if anything offended our religious
beliefs, we didn’t have to do it. Thanks to
the saints and their fervent prayers, our
prayers were answered. I really appreciate
the saints, Bro. Ray and Bro. Danny
especially, and all of the ministry for
helping us make decisions and praying
for us.

You children that are home-schooled,
and are around the saints more than once
a week–don’t take it for granted.  Public
schools are not the place for any saint,
unless God wants you there. Don’t feel
you have to go there to be a witness. If you
have neighbors, or if you see people
walking down the street or in the store,
you can be a witness there and say, “Praise
the Lord!” You could even ask them if
they are saved. That would make the Lord
happy, and it would make people think,
“That came out of a child?”

Don’t be ashamed of the Lord,
because He’ll be ashamed of you on the
day of judgment.  We have a purpose here
on earth, and if people get mad at us
because we tell them about the truth, we
have nothing to lose. That is the reason
God put us here anyway, so what do you
have to lose?

I am very thankful that the Lord has
answered a prayer that we have been
praying for, for over four years.  The Lord
made a way for us out of public schools.
Now we are home-schooled, and this is
our first year.  We told my dad that the
police could take us to jail, but we would
not step a foot back in that school.  I am
thankful for Mark 11:24.  Please pray for
me that I could be a radical young person.

Bro. D.J. Maurer (Age 15)
Ohio, USA

until He says, “It is enough, come home.”
I have been putting out all the tracts

and Gospel Trumpet papers that I
get…Please pray for the Lord to open the
people’s understanding when they read
them.  I want to be diligent to pray for the
Gospel Trumpet and the books and tracts
being printed and sent out, that souls
might receive light from heaven in their
souls and minds. They need to see and
know that this work of God is the only
work on the earth that is coming down
from God, right out of heaven.

He only has one church, one body,
one Spirit, one way, one truth, one holiness,
and He will only make one stop when He
comes to receive His glorious church up
to heaven in the air, to ever be with Him
in glory. Praise His holy name forever!

In the one body of the Lord,
Sis. Aquilla Sorrell

Missouri, USA

Dear ones in the one church,
Thanks so much for sending me the

Gospel Trumpet. I enjoy reading it. I liked
the article in the Sept.-Oct. issue on “What
the Bible Teaches on the One Church” by
Sis. Christy Schmidt. Also in the Nov.-
Dec. issue on “One Body, One Lord” and
“What Church of God is the True One”...

God help me to ever stay true to Him.
My dear husband, who has gone on, was
an old-time Church of God minister.  I’m
84 now and not too well, but thank God
for His goodness to me all these years.  I
need God more and more as I get older.

Enclosed please find a small offering.
God be near and dear to all the faithful
ones. Pray for me.  Sis. Angle

Kansas, USA

Thank God for His Goodness

A Way Out of Public Schools
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For our own eternal safety, let us
examine how to determine if a ministry is
called of God and thus we may also
determine, not of ourselves, but by God’s
Word, if we are under the preaching of
His choosing.

“Do we begin again to commend
ourselves? or need we, as some others,
epistles of commendation to you, or letters
of commendation from you? Ye are our
epistle written in our hearts, known and

the Word of God. Is this statement
unwarranted? Is the ministry of this present
restoration boasting and commending
itself? Should letters of recommendation
be secured and distributed to those to
whom they minister? Further, should all
of the people who now sit under this
ministry form a committee to advance
letters to the entire world that they may
believe these to be God’s true ministers?

If such correspondence was sent out,
how many would believe the letters and
take them for what they said?  The writer
is of the opinion that not many would or
should believe any ministry is of God by
simply a letter of recommendation.  Surely
it would take more than words on a page
to convince an honest, seeking soul.

Do these ministers need, as some
others, letters or a grand introduction
before proceeding with the message, or
rather the sermonette?  Must we list all the
locations where the minister has preached
and pastored? Does the audience truly
need to know the title of the minister’s
latest book? Does this secure the minister
as a messenger of God?

This should by no means convince
the world, but in the scriptures considered,
the apostle declares they have just such an
epistle.  “Ye are our epistle written in our
hearts, known and read of all men” (Verse
2). The ministry of which the apostle Paul
was a part, claimed living epistles.
Consider his words. There was no need to
gather references for the Christians, the
brethren to whom they preached were
effectively their references.  Through them,
the people of their day were able to view
that which was written in their hearts.  All
of their preaching, teaching, prayers,
fastings, and tears were revealed in the
saints who were taught by the word of
their doctrine.

So also is the ministry of this
restoration. What qualifications have they

of such a statement considered earlier?
Their qualifications may be veiled to some.
Many may not have seen nor heard them
preach, nor known if the lives they live are
holy and true.  Fear not; read their epistle,
for all is revealed in the saints who have
received their message.

If any were sceptical of Paul, Apollos,
Barnabas or any of the preachers in the
morning time, they needed not but to look
at the ones to whom they preached. By
this they would effectively be able to
determine if they were of God. How did
the people of Paul’s time know if he was
a true apostle? The answer is plain. His
qualifications could not be hidden. They
were known and read of all men.

How can the reader be assured of his
following God’s true ministry?  The Word
of God is ever the same as when these
verses of scripture were written.  We urge
every soul to read the epistle that his
preacher has compiled. Hearken not to
what they say only, but look at their lives
and the lives of their congregation. View
the life and spirituality of the entire
movement to which they belong.  If this is
done in a spirit of wanting to please God

Epistles of
Commendation Bro. Stephen Hargrave

read of all
m e n :
Forasmuch
as ye are
mani fest ly
declared to be
the epistle of
C h r i s t
ministered by
us, written
not with ink,
but with the

Spirit of the living God; not in tables of
stone, but in fleshly tables of the heart.” II
Cor. 3:1-3.

In the previous verse, the apostle
declares that the ministry of which he was
a part was not like those who corrupt
God’s Word. He then asks if his plain
declaration was unwarranted. He poses
the questions: Are we now praising
ourselves? Do we, those who have
preached unto you, need to give you
letters of recommendation so that you
may know that we are true?  Should you
write letters that we would be able to give
to others that would cause them to trust in
our message? These scriptures are of
great value to us in determining if where
we attend meetings is the exact place
where God would have us to be.

We, by the grace of the living God,
have located such a ministry on earth as
is advanced in the above scriptures; a
ministry who are not as some who corrupt

“Need we, as some
others, epistles of
commendation to
you…? Ye are our
epistle written in
our hearts, known
and read of all
men.”

Hearken not to what
they say only, but
look at their lives
and the lives of their
congregation. View
the life and spiritu-
ality of the entire
movement to which
they belong.

and being
where His
approval is,
God will
honor that
desire and
direct every
seeker to his
desired place.

But what
of this
restorat ion
ministry?  May we not also view their
qualifications? We see a holy people free
from sin and strife. We see souls from all
nations being brought together in the unity
of the one Christian faith, built together
unto a perfect man, unto the measure of
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the stature of the fullness of Christ (Eph
4:13). There are no cliques or schisms
from member to member, congregation
to congregation, or country to country,
but all are one in Christ. We view truly
saved and sanctified young people
reaching out for more of God, not
boyfriends or girlfriends. We see saved
and sanctified children who are not
playing with dolls or coloring in the
meetings, but they are enjoying
themselves and backing the messages.

Imagine happily married couples in
their original marriage raising their own
children in the fear and admonition of
the Lord. Hear the songs from song
writers which are written at a depth with
clarity, which also are able to sink the
truth into one’s heart and mind.  Feel a
real fervency and zeal in the meetings,
that spring from a desire to do right and
serve the Lord in godly simplicity and
sincerity. Does this sound like a dream?
Hear the good news! This and more is a
present reality and a product of the
preaching of the Church of God ministry
in this restoration work.

By what was revealed in the lives of
the saints in Paul’s time, there was little
doubt that they were the letter of Christ.
The qualities above, which are manifested
in the lives of the saints of this restoration,
also loudly proclaim them to be Christ’s
epistle. The preaching was then the
avenue by which the people became
Christ’s letter and it is just the same
today.  This is not a letter written with
ink, but with the Spirit of the living God;
not in tables of stone, but in fleshly
tables of the heart. Thus, a mighty, holy
army of saints was raised up then, and
by God’s grace, again we see the same
results today.

Reader, what do you see where you
are attending meetings?  How many
people are doing what your preacher is
preaching?  What does the letter of
recommendation look like?  What are
the results in the lives of the people, or
are the results merely left between the
Holy Ghost and the people?  In this way
ministers attempt to disassociate
themselves from those to whom they
preach, but it is not possible according
to the Word.  Each minister has a letter
and it is known and read of all men. “Ye
shall know them by their fruits.” Matt.
7:16. &

“But they cried out, Away with
him, away with him, crucify
him…Then delivered he him therefore
unto them to be crucified. And they
took Jesus and led him away. And he
bearing his cross went forth into a
place called the place of a skull,
which is called in the Hebrew
Golgotha: Where they crucified him
and two other with him, on either side
one, and Jesus in the midst.” Jn.
19:15-18.

“Am I a soldier of the cross,
a follower of the Lamb,

and shall I fear to own His cause,
blush to speak His name?

Must I be carried to the skies
on flowery beds of ease,

While others fought to win the
prize

and sailed through bloody seas?”

Are the flames that inundated the
martyrs extinct? Have the fiery coals
failed to ignite a consuming love?

Is there yet a race of warriors? In
the past Christ has had a suffering
people; a people who, despite the
onslaught of enemy opposition, have
followed the Lamb; many who even
trod the trail of blood as martyrs of
the cross.

These gladly sacrificed all and
became that grain of wheat, which
died that it might bring forth fruit.

As one saint, shortly before being
executed, so powerfully declared,
“Our blood is seed. The more of us
you mow down, the more that spring
up.”

Have the seeds of yesterday  failed
to blossom in our day, in like precious
faith? Have the sincere prayers of
faith been forgotten?  Has God been
unable to keep and to raise up for
Himself a people wholly given over
to the cause?

I say the voluminous reply is
echoed throughout history by the
venerated testimony of the martyrs.
Yes, indeed, precious fruit has been
born. And even today there are a
people who have not bowed down
before the image. A persecuted people,
but a triumphant  people. Those who
have been willing to risk the losing of
their lives, their families and their
possessions for the cause of Christ.
These are the people of God; the
mighty Church of God. An army
raised up by the Almighty Himself;
those who have been called out to
stand against the compromising,
crossless religion of this generation,
to cry out against the loose-living
promoted by the modern world
agenda, and to contend for the truths
once delivered to the saints.

Yes, God has restored to Himself
a church that will pay the full gospel
price at any expense or peril. Truly it
is marvelous in our eyes. &

“Are there no foes for me to face?
Must I not stem the flood?

Is this vile world a friend to grace
To help me on to God?

Sure I must fight if I would reign!
Increase my courage Lord!

I’ll bear the toil endure the pain,
Supported by thy Word.”

Bro. Patrick O’Shea Jr.

Soldiers
Of the Cross
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Since Adam and Eve’s fall in the
garden of Eden, mankind’s direction has
always been downward. Never in the
history of this world do you find mankind
traveling in a holy, upward way, except
when he was following the Word and
direction of God. Likewise, no human-
instituted religion has ever pointed its
followers upward to purity, righteousness
and holiness of life. Ancient pagan
teachings were of violent gods warring
with one another or vestal virgins in the
temple practicing licentiousness and
sexual vice.  In modern religions, some to
this day are still praying to cold and
lifeless statues, or seeking salvation in
some other way than Christ, and others
are worshipping the most deceitful god of
all–themselves and their passions. No,
mankind has never, by himself, gone the
upward way.  Man is, in fact, incapable of
behaving in a manner that will please God
or of finding his way to heaven by himself.

“The secret things belong unto the
Lord our God: but those things which are
revealed belong unto us and to our children
for ever, that we may DO all the words of
this law.” Deut. 29:29. Moses was
exhorting the people to obedience of “all
the words of this law.” Which law was
that? It was the series of do’s and don’ts
that God revealed to Moses in the Old
Testament time to teach to the people.
Why did God give the law?  He gave it so
they would DO IT! It was His road map
and guide for them to safely make their
way through this life. They didn’t know
how to live their lives in the way that
would please God, so He gave them
specific instruction. He didn’t leave it up
to chance. He told them exactly what He
wanted them to do, oftentimes in minute
detail. He meant for them to DO IT!

Likewise, in the New Testament time,
He knew that man could not be left to live
by his own conscience nor his own spiritual
lawmaking. These would all be tainted
with sinful and warped understanding, so

He gave us the gospel to live by. Human
reasoning and philosophy are not a
satisfactory guide.

R.R.Byrum wrote, “The heathen
world of both the past and present with all
their philosophies, is a witness to the need
of a revelation.  Their moral and religious
intuitions need to be supplemented by a
message from God. Their wisest
philosophers have often gone far astray
religiously. Their greatest moralists have
often been immoral and have taught
contrary to true moral standards.  Socrates
urged divination, and was given to
fornication. Plato taught that to lie is
honorable. Cato was a drunkard, and
recommended and practised suicide.

the same shall judge him in the last day.”
Jn. 12:48. How will you answer an angry
God on that dreadful Day of Judgment?
His Word (the Bible) is going to be your
judge!  He has given you specific directions
in His Word on how He expects you to
live, and you have refused to take Him
literally! When He says, “Be holy,” He
means it.  When He says that unbelievers,
fornicators and adulterers shall not be
allowed into heaven, He means it. After
revealing His Word to His prophets and
then going to great lengths to preserve it
down through the ages for you to read,
He’s not going to make a special
arrangement for you to get into heaven if
you have ignored His clear instructions
regarding how He expects you to live.
Yes, God has expectations of you.

 Modern religion has watered down
the thundering voice of God by many
different versions of the Bible that change
the doctrine in various ways. Many treat
the Bible as though it was nothing more
than a book of suggestions and that it
doesn’t really mean what it says. They
don’t believe that it is the inspired Word

Obeying the Bible
Sis. Diana Kissling

preachers have mocked the holy Word of
God by their sinful lives and erroneous
teachings. Charlatans have twisted and
slanted it to fit their personal beliefs, and
the masses have been told that it really
doesn’t matter what you believe as long
as you’re a good, moral person.  But
God’s Word says none of that. It states
what salvation is and what it is not. It tells
us that we are to live a certain kind of
lifestyle, or spend eternity in hell. It tells
us what to believe and what not to believe.
God is not a permissive parent.  He has a
rule and we are required to come UP to it
or be lost!  God is serious and a true child
of God will be, too!

People have bought the human
theories and philosophies of this
generation and feel that times have
changed, so they belittle those who live in
careful obedience to the Bible. After all,

who are cited as heathenism’s greatest
teachers and examples of morality missed
the mark widely.”

The Bible is not an antiquated book
meant to be kept under glass for ceremonial
viewing or filed away on a shelf with
other books.  It was intended to be studied
for truth, searched through for salvation
and the findings then used as a measuring
rod by which to come UP to! This life is
just a “dressing room” and our deeds  will
either make us ready for heaven or
condemn us to eternal torment in hell.

Some have ridiculed the serious child
of God because he takes the instruction of
the Word of God seriously. But that’s
what God intended that we do with it.  We
are to ACT upon what we read.

Jesus said, “He that rejecteth me, and
receiveth not my words, hath one that
judgeth him: the word that I have spoken,

S e n e c a
approved
fornication,
a n d
advocated
a n d
practised
s e l f -
murde r .
T h e s e

of God
a n d
therefore
do not
f e e l
obligated
to obey it.
F a l s e
prophets
a n d

Never in the history of this world
do you find mankind traveling in
a holy, upward way, except when
he was following the Word and

dir ection of God.



Page 9 *** The Gospel Trumpet

we are a very advanced society with our
technology and high intellectual
knowledge. We travel into outer space,
explore the depths of the ocean and have
access to unbelievable amounts of
information. I can almost hear some
mockers question why anyone in their
right mind would live according to a book
that is as antiquated as the Bible!

Solomon said “The thing that hath
been, it is that which shall be; and that
which is done is that which shall be done;
and there is no new thing under the sun.”
Eccl. 1:9.  Times may change, knowledge
can increase, generations will come and
go, but the nature of mankind never
changes. All are born with a sinful nature
and must, at some point, come into contact
with the Word of God to find out how to
be free of that sinful nature. Adam Clarke
said, “The object of all God’s promises
and dispositions was to bring fallen man
back to the image of God, which he had
lost. This is the sum of salvation.” You
won’t find that understanding in any
philosophy book on earth.

Eternity is an unfathomably long time.
We can’t comprehend it.  It would behoove
us to take the consequences of this life
seriously.  God does.  That’s why He went
to great lengths to provide a means of
escape from future torment. But, you
must obey the Bible and live according to
its instructions to escape. Most people,
sad to say, will spend eternity in the
flames of hell.  They feel that if they do the
best they can, God will accept them
because He knows their hearts.  Jeremiah
said, “The heart is deceitful above all
things, and desperately wicked: who can
know it?”  The answer to that question is,
God does!  That’s why He provided the
only way that our hearts could be cleansed
and didn’t leave us to our own
understanding. All roads DO NOT lead
to heaven.  Only the Highway of Holiness
will get you there. The instruction as to
how to get on that Highway is only found
in the Bible.

The best that mankind could ever
come up with is to be a good, moral
person. But being only good and moral
will not keep you out of eternal torment.
A real Christian is a good, moral person,
“plus something else.” That “something
else” is the heart-changing, sin-cleansing,
real salvation taught only in the Word of
God.  Without it, you will never get inside

God’s holy heaven!
From the beginning of time, Satan

has worked to minimize the importance of
the Word of God.  He challenged it with
Adam and Eve in the garden when he
asked, “Hath God said…?” and today,
he’s still working hard to weaken its
authority in the minds of people. Under
his influence, religious professors of our
day question whether or not the scriptures
were written under divine inspiration.
Very sad indeed.

The scripture says, “…when the Lord
Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with
his mighty angels, in flaming fire taking
vengeance on them that know not God
and that obey not the gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished with

Rom. 14.12-13. The context of this chapter
is dealing with those who, being weaker,
were having trouble laying aside some of
the mandates of the Old Testament, such
as not eating some meats and the
observance of some holy days. Paul was
telling the Romans not to condemn
someone for refusing to eat pork, even
though in this New Testament time, those
observances are not necessary. He was
dealing with ordinances that some were
keeping in the fear of God. This scripture
cannot rightly be used outside of that
context. For example, we cannot apply
this scripture in the case of someone who
is being worldly, or has told a lie–those
are not the kind of issues Paul was dealing
with here.

To judge means to form an opinion
about, or pass sentence for or against
(someone or something), through careful
inquiry, weighing of evidence and
deliberation, in view of all applicable
laws and standards.

 Referees in sporting events judge the
actions of players by the rules of the
game. Judges in contests judge participants
by the standards of that contest.  Judges in
courts judge citizens by the laws of that
land.  Inspectors in the construction world
judge the work of contractors by the

building codes of that particular region.
By these we can see that judging is a very
common practice in the secular world.

It is no different in the ecclesiastical
world. Christians judge each other and
sinners by the standards of right living set
forth in the Bible. When the Bible says
that all liars will end up in the lake of fire,
then we must conclude (judge) that
someone who tells a lie is a sinner and not
on his way to heaven. God gave the
ministry for the perfecting of the saints
(Eph. 4:12). If it is wrong for them to
judge, then they cannot perform this duty,
for there must be judgment to determine
the imperfections before the work of
perfecting can begin.

Judgments should always be declared
with a love for souls. Many times this can
be done gently, but sometimes it must be
done sharply. (See Titus 1:13 and I Cor.
4:21.)

By these scriptures we conclude that
we should judge. Yea, “he that is spiritual
judgeth all things” (I Cor. 2:15). The
general feeling in the religious world today
that we should not judge is erroneous,
unscriptural, cowardly, and damaging to
souls. The refusal to declare or receive
judgment will be the cause of many being
eternally lost. &

Is Judging Biblical?
Continued from Page 1

everlasting destruction from the presence
of the Lord, and from the glory of his
power.” II Thess. 1:7-9. You can be sure
that God means every word of what He
says.  We must obey and live by the Bible.

“And it shall come to pass, if thou
shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of
the Lord thy God, to observe and to do all
his commandments which I command
thee this day, that the Lord thy God will
set thee on high above all nations of the
earth: and all these blessings shall come
on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt
hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy
God.” Deut. 28:1-2.

Read your Bible. Do as the Bereans
did and search the scriptures daily, with
the intent to live what you read. &
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Meeting Reports

Ontario, Canada : We are very thankful
for what God is doing in this time. We
experienced a glorious meeting, from the
12th - 16th of February, with Sis. Susan

Kenosha, Wisconsin : We thank the
Lord for the wonderful meeting held by
Bro. Jerry Tinsman Jr. in Kenosha  from
Jan. 23rd to Jan. 26th. There were visitors
every day who were very much affected
by the preaching of the anointed Word of
God. These visitors are still returning to
services and maintaining contact on a
regular basis.

Saints came from Manitoba, Canada
and Texas to support the meeting. The
local saints were very much edified by the
meeting.

Pray that the Lord will continue to
gather His sheep in this locality.

Bro. Patrick O’Shea

Warsaw, Indiana : “And it shall come
to pass, that he that is left in Zion, and he
that remaineth in Jerusalem, shall be called
holy, even every one that is written among
the living in Jerusalem.” Isa. 4:3.

We praise God to see what He is
doing in this evening time in gathering
souls out of religious darkness and from
the highways of sin; bringing them to
mount Zion into the one body that is
united, free from all sin and glorious.

We thank God for the meeting that
was held by Bro. Daniel Layne in Warsaw,
Indiana, Jan. 31 – Feb. 2, 2003.  This was
a well attended meeting where the presence
of God was felt in a rich way. This was a
convincement to souls of the truth of the
glorious Church of God. We had several
visitors come and see the Church of God
in action and they were amazed to see
what God is doing in Zion. God has surely
been stirring souls in this area to a greater
love for the truth and many are now
happy in Zion where the truth has made
them free.

We appreciate the saints from
Wisconsin, Oklahoma, Texas, California
and Ontario, Canada who came to help
support the meeting.   In His service,

Bro. Ray Tinsman

light. Also, a number of young people
were gloriously saved. He is adding souls
to His church. Many visitors came out,
and the Lord dealt with them, but some
still refused to walk in the light. We trust
the Lord will continue to deal with those
that did not seek the help they needed.

The last message was on having a
burden for souls. It really spoke deeply to
the saints, as we need much more of that.
He is able to increase our burden for this
lost and dark world.

It was wonderful to hear the newly
saved testifying in the Wednesday night
meeting following. Also, many young
people were inspired with a desire for a
greater burden for souls. It appears the
Lord is raising more labourers for the
field. He is waiting to see more people
willing to pay the price and go out to
rescue the perishing.

All glory and honour to the Lord for
what He is doing. Praise His holy name!

Bro. Henry Hildebrandt

Chihuahua, Mexico : We thank our
God for a wonderful meeting with Bro.
Steve Hargrave from Feb. 16 - 23. As far
as we know, this was the first time that a
black preacher has held a gospel meeting
in this area in the 80 years that the German
people have lived in Mexico. Praise God
for restoration!

Many visitors attended during the
week. Deep messages moved them to
tears. The Lord helped Bro. Steve in a
special way to bring out the clear gospel.

We believe that it is as Bro. Steve
preached, that in this time, the devil works
through false religion. People are believing
that it is even good if more “churches” are
being founded. But we know that building
more sects is just the work of the devil (I
Cor. 1:10).

The friends from La Quemada (a
Mexican rancho about 10 kilometres from
here) enjoyed the week very much. They
said it was over too soon.

We feel that this meeting has stirred
this area and that some might be close to
coming home to Zion where God’s people
belong.

Mutch as the evangelist. We are so glad
for what He did throughout the meetings.
Thank God for His church. Thank God
we do not need to say, He used to have a
church, but it is still the same church He
raised over 2000 years ago. He will
continue to have a church until He returns
for it.  He said, “Upon this rock I will
build my church, and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it.”  This lets us
know that He will have a church until He
returns. Thank God it is true. I am so
thankful to be a part of it.

The Lord revealed Himself in a
powerful manner during this meeting.
The evening prior to the meeting, the
congregation met for a good season of
prayer, asking the Lord to do mighty
works. The scripture was read in Matthew
7:7: “Ask and it shall be given you...” We
knew we were praying in the will of God,
and, glory to God, He did “exceedingly
abundantly above all” that we asked.

The Lord blessed His vessel with
such an anointing. From the first evening,
the Spirit of revival was in our midst. The
first message was a warning to all of us,
not to hide. The Church of God is not a
place to hide, and we were stirred. I
believe it gave all of us a greater
carefulness about our lives. There was no
doubt the messages came directly inspired
by the Holy Spirit. Sinners were under
mighty conviction that they were unable
to resist, and, thank God, a number of
souls were truly converted. What a miracle
to behold the change! “For this purpose
the Son of God was manifested, that he
might destroy the works of the devil.”
Surely that is what we saw! Souls were
delivered from the power of darkness and
translated into the kingdom of His dear
Son. The saints were rejoicing at seeing
souls getting saved and the angels in
heaven were rejoicing.

Thank God, He is bringing the people
out of dark religious groups and into His
light. There was one couple He brought
in, where the wife was already saved and
the husband got saved in the meeting.
Thank God, He is also bringing out the
saved people that are longing for the full
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CONTACTS

California, USA

Bro. Daniel Layne        (909) 985-5759

Illinois & Wisconsin, USA

Bro. Patrick O’Shea     (262) 652-7517

Indiana, USA

Bro. Ray Tinsman   (765) 468-7373

Ohio, USA

Bro. Randy Hargrave   (937) 547-3003

Oklahoma, USA

Bro. Gary Boevers        (405) 376-9359

Texas, USA
Bro. Paul McGehee   (903) 737-0615

Manitoba, Canada

Bro. & Sis. Wieler    (204) 320-9091

Ontario, Canada

Bro. Henry Hildebrandt (519) 765-2331

Germany

Bro.Siegfried Tovstiga 49 (6264) 92 62 37

Chihuahua, Mexico

Bro. Peter Hildebrandt    (625) 584-1011

 Durango, Mexico

Bro. Isaac Thiessen   (625) 837-0371

The Gospel Trumpet Publishing
Co. is registered as a charitable

organization in the USA.
Please request a tax receipt for

donations, if so desired.
This work is supported through

free-will offerings.

* * * * *

Upcoming
Meetings

Germany
April 18 – 27

Ohio
June 7 – 15

Mexico
Chihuahua: Aug. 3 – 10
Durango: Aug. 12 – 17

OBITUARY

Bro. Earl Sharp, of Ohio, was released
from his house of clay to take his place
with the faithful of all ages in the glory
world on April 8, 2003. He was in his
80th year.

He was gloriously saved in 1974. It
was an inspiration to behold his faithful
living and his clear vision of the Church
of God. He often touched the hearts of
many, as he shared his rich knowledge of
the Bible.

His life and devotion to God will
always be remembered by those who
knew him. His solid example of faith
paved the way for others to follow.

California : We are thankful for another
camp meeting here in Moreno Valley,
California.  Satan worked hard to have
the meeting cancelled but the saints prayed
and the Lord removed all the obstacles.

Many saints from the United States,
Canada, Mexico and Germany came with
great expectation and were not
disappointed.  Every morning began with
prayer meeting. The saints travailed in
prayer for souls and for the success of
every service.  Each day, two services
were held, as well as children’s meeting
and young people’s meeting.  The services
were anointed with much singing and
rejoicing.  The messages were very deep
and stirring.  We were reminded not to fall
asleep in this lukewarm age, but to work
out our own salvation with fear and
trembling. Souls who were seeking
deliverance from sin were saved and many
received help at the prayer bench.

Thirteen were baptized by immersion,
testifying thereby of the resurrection which
had taken place within their souls.  Some
visitors came out during the meeting and
enjoyed the services very much.  We are
looking for this meeting to bring forth
much fruit both in the lives of the saints
and also in the saving of souls.

Yours for the truth,
Bro. Rick Wiebe

Let us expose the works of the devil
in this day, as the apostles did in the
morning time (Acts 19).

Bro. Peter Hildebrandt
“And ye shall be holy unto me: for I

the Lord am holy, and have severed you
from other people, that ye should be
mine.” Lev. 20:26.

Dear precious saints of the most High
God, I greet you one and all in the precious
name of Jesus. I am so thankful to be
saved and on my way to heaven, and to be
a part of the one body (Eph. 4), which is
the church (Col. 1:18, Acts 2:47).

Thank God to be able to sit under a
united, Holy Ghost ministry, sending forth
the judgments of God in love, which will
separate the chaff from the wheat, the
clean from the vile. The message of
restoration is being sent forth through the
preached Word and the Gospel Trumpet
paper, which is heralding forth truth from
God’s holy Word. May this truth go forth
and reach every honest, hungry, searching
soul.

Many have let down the standards of
God’s holy Word, rejecting the truth.
God will have a holy people who love the
truth and walk in all the light and
understanding that God shines on their
pathway.  Light will outshine darkness
and truth will prevail over Satan’s false
ways.  Many have rejected the message of
Jer. 6:16-17. May God continue to bless
and work among His people in these last
days. Willing to stand for all the truth,

Bro. Earl Sharp

A Separate People
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Contact Bro. Ray Tinsman (765) 468-7373
 Lodging: Bro. Kenneth Abbott (937) 837-8711

Campground: (937) 698-9387

Campground

West Milton

N

Frederick-Garland

Meetings held daily at
10:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.

June 7 – 15

International Campmeeting

We send a heartfelt invitation to all seekers of
truth and righteousness, who love God’s church
and want to worship in the Spirit as did the
saints in former days.

This is the largest gathering of saints in the
earth to still worship as they did in D.S.
Warner’s time, during the Church of God
Reformation.

Come and see fervent children, adults and
young people, who have given up the world to
follow Jesus. Hear lively spiritual singing of the
songs of Zion, accompanied by the shouts of
God’s people.

Accommodation and meals are provided on a
free-will offering basis. There is no plate passed.

West Milton Memorial Holiness Camp
6390 S. Jay Rd., West Milton


