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The enmity of the world to Christ and
His religion is, undoubtedly, the natural
result of man’s universal sinfulness; for
as the apostle Paul says, “We are all by
nature the children of wrath.” The natural
man is therefore constitutionally and
fundamentally at variance with God and
His holy religion. The forms of religion
may be desirable to many, but when it
comes to the practice of God’s holy
precepts, many who are admirers of the
rituals and forms of religion are the
greatest antagonists to practical and
experiential aspects of consistent
salvation. Many desire to have religion,
providing that religion does not interfere
with what they want to do. If it calls for no
discipline, no sacrifice, no inconvenience,
no obligation, it is a desirable thing to
have, but if they are faced with the
responsibility of consistently practising
the precepts of divine truth, this is an
entirely different thing.

It has ever been the policy of Mr.
Worldly Wiseman to deny, or to wrest the

scriptures, so as to make them mean what
he wants to believe, rather than what he
ought to believe. It is tragic indeed to see
how often the gospel, which is the power
of God unto salvation, has been made
impotent, through the desperate effort of
some of its advocates to make it popular.
Generally speaking, in order to make a
gospel popular with a world that is carnal
and unfriendly to grace, it will be necessary
to remove from it such obligations as call
for discipline or sacrifice. This, no doubt,
will tend to make it popular, but will also
make it impotent, for the gospel of the
New Testament is to be “the power of
God unto salvation” and to give
deliverance to mankind from the bondage
and servitude of sin.

In seeking to determine the governing
factors which discriminate saints from
sinners, and determining whether or not
sin and sainthood are compatible, it is
essential that we have a proper
understanding of what constitutes sin.
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Editorial
GOSPEL TRUMPET PUBLISHING CO. Why do we make such an issue about sin?  Because sin is

the issue.  Sin captivates souls and drags them to an eternal hell.
Sin can overtake the strongest of men, and make fools out of
intelligent people.  Sin lies itself into people’s hearts and slays
them at the last.  Sin will even promise people heaven, as it
walks them in a sure path to hell.  Sin is a tyrant that no man of
earth can tame.

God, in His absolute holiness, abhors sin.  How His heart
must have grieved when Adam chose to commit that first sin,
thereby polluting himself and all of mankind with sin.

Thank God for His great love and concern for His erring
creation, which compelled Him to send His Son as a mighty
Saviour to rescue man from this woeful plight.  No wonder
Isaiah called His name “Wonderful!”  Jesus Christ is a Saviour
indeed, delivering us utterly from sin, through the power of His
blood.  Saviour not only means to rescue or deliver, but also to
preserve, to keep safe.  What Jesus delivers us from, we need
never go back into captivity to again, through His divine,
keeping power.  Hence, one writer paraphrased I Jn. 1:7 thus,
“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have
fellowship one with another, and the redeeming, sanctifying,
cleansing, sin-destroying, devil-overcoming and omnipotent
power of the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all
sin!”  This is the glorious gospel; the “good tidings of great joy”
proclaimed by the angels at the birth of Jesus.

How grieved God must now be, after making such a costly
provision for man’s deliverance from sin, to see the propagation
of “another gospel,” with its defeated, unbiblical, “sin-you-
must, sin-you-can’t-help-it” doctrine.  This other “gospel”
comes complete with “another Jesus,” who neither abhors sin
nor conquers it.  Consequently, neither do his followers.  This
is a hellish religion which, though popular, will be the cause of
multitudes sinking into eternal woe, for without holiness no
man shall see the Lord (Heb. 12:14).            –sm

The greatest sin I’ve ever seen
Is garbed in “gospel” clothes, so lean.

A nakedness you can’t defy,
So glaringly doth testify.

“We are children of the King!”
And yet to sin they ever cling.

But God above doth clothe His own
In righteous linen always shown.

Religious, without life divine,
Oh sin of sins, infernal crime.

The Jesus of the cross you mock,
Another one from hell you’ve got!
Against this sham and mockery,
All heaven points her armory.

’Tis fuel of hell, a false profession,
Be sure, dear soul, you’ve pure religion.

Warning strongly, ere the shock
Of judgment fires consume the lot.

These words seem strong and yet I tell
In hopes to save your soul from hell.
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Dear saints of the Most High God;
It is with great joy that I finally write

these words.  Nearly four years ago, satan
warred against my soul and I decided the
battle was not worth it.  I backslid and for
two years, I lived a miserable life in sin.  I

I do want to write and let the saints
know how thankful I am for His holy
people!  I truly have found all my streams
in Zion!

 Over the past months, our children
have had some bad coughs.  We are
thankful we can report that the Lord has
fully undertaken.  One night our son
awoke at about 2:00 a.m. with a serious
coughing fit.  I had never seen one that
severe.  We prayed and sought the Lord to
show us if there was anything in our lives
that would hinder Him from healing our
dear child.  After feeling a clearness that
we were not standing in the way, we
called a couple of the ministers for prayer.
The Lord brought such a peace that all

Dear saints;
I am thankful that the Lord has saved

me and put me on the right way that leads
to Him.

I am so thankful that He showed me
His church, where I can hear the Word of
God, learn, and have fellowship with
Him.

I can feel how the Lord is helping me
to make spiritual progress.  I start my day
with Him and find myself the whole day
under His care.  He cares for me.  Unto
Him be praise and glory.

Dear saints, please pray for me and
my husband.  He has also found the Lord,
and we can bow our knees together and
pray.  Pray that the Lord would help our
family.  We need your prayers.

Yours in the Lord,
Sis. Natali Mayer

Germany

told myself I would not do some of the
things I did before.  I said I wouldn’t go
that far, but sin is very deceptive.  Before
long I was committing all of my old sins,
but even worse, several new ones had
been added.

So many times my “fun” would be
ruined by memories of the saints and
thoughts of facing God unprepared.  Don’t
let your unsaved family tell you they
don’t think of the saints!  God, in His
mercy, has cursed the backslider for life.
They will forever have planted in their
minds the memories of the saints.

After about two years in sin, I had
reached the bottom.  I wanted my family
back.  I wanted the saints back, and
mostly, I wanted God back and my sins
washed away.

I have delayed this writing for a time,
partly because the devil had some strong
ties and I wanted to prove out that salvation
would overcome.  I can stand and say that
beyond any doubt, God has proven faithful
and has taken away all desire for the
world, and the things therein.  He doesn’t
just take those desires away, He replaces
them.

I want to give all my life to His service
and I’m climbing higher every day.  I am
much encouraged in this high and holy
way, and I thank all the saints for their
prayers while I was gone.

Yours in Christian love,
Bro. Ken Walker

Indiana, USA

Peace unto you, dear editors;
For a long time our little congregation

was very lonely and didn’t know anything
about you.  Just like Elijah who was
persecuted and thought he was all alone,
that’s what we thought also.  The Baptists
rejected us. They excommunicated our
elder because of his stand for a clean and
holy life.

A couple of months ago, as he was
lying on his death bed, he asked us to
write the children of God, whom he had
gotten to know about 20 years ago, when
he had been looking for a church that
would be the closest to the truth.

I wrote to a sister.  She came exactly
on the day of the funeral of our dear elder.
She brought us a couple of Russian Gospel
Trumpets.  We found we had the same
convictions.  (When an honest soul . . . has
sinned . . . then the Spirit of God and the
conscience are going to do a work, and
they are not going to be lenient.)  Sorrow
that leads to salvation (II Cor. 7:9-11)
does not come from the wicked one.

I am against such a thought that as
long as we are in this body, we will be
sinning.  This is a widespread doctrine
amongst the Baptists and Pentecostals,
but not amongst the true Christians.  Jn.
5:14 says, “Afterward Jesus findeth him
in the temple, and said unto him, Behold,
thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a
worse thing come unto thee.”  The God of
truth would never say and command
something that was impossible to fulfill.
He said the same thing to the woman that

I am fully decided to go this way.  I
am walking in the way that leads to
heaven.  How glorious and good!  I thank
the Lord for His help on this way.

I am so thankful for salvation, for
sanctification, for the Church of God–
Zion, and for His ministry.  I was really
blessed through the meetings we had here
with Bro. Siegfried Tovstiga.

I can’t comprehend that God also
called me and forgave me for everything,
thank the Lord!

Isa.61:10 says, “I will greatly rejoice
in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my
God; for he hath clothed me with the
garments of salvation, he hath covered
me with the robe of righteousness, as a
bridegroom decketh himself with
ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself
with her jewels.”

Please pray for me; I need more of
God. Sis. Greta Dyck

Chihuahua, Mexico

would be well, even though his coughing
had hardly stopped for about forty
minutes.  A short time after we had called
for prayer, his coughing became less
intense and a short time later, he fell
asleep.  I called the saints back and told
them that the Lord had heard our prayer.

I am so thankful to be with people
who are clear before God. Tell me where
could you find holy people who would
bear a burden with you in the middle of
the night.  I’ll tell you where . . . in the
Church of God!

Encouraged in this way,
Bro. Karl Rabel
Ontario, Canada

Fully Decided to go this Way

He Put Me on the Right Way

Prodigal Son Comes Home!

A Healer In Zion!

Sheep of His Pasture
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I am thankful to the Lord that He has
saved me.  I am thankful for the good
messages in our meetings when the saints
from Germany were here.

I really paid attention to the message
about the manna in the desert.  I understood
that we have to have spiritual food as well
as food for the body.

The next evening I went to the altar
and got saved.  I felt that I was a sinner
and didn’ t want to sin anymore.  The
broad way leads only to destruction.  The
Lord took my burden and I became glad
and free.  I am very happy that the Lord
has forgiven me.

Please pray for me, that I would get
sanctified, and that I would be a light
wherever I am.

   Bro. Wanja Fedtschischin (Age 7)
Russia

was caught in adultery.  That’s how His
grace is–He forgives everything, but
commands us to “Go and sin no more!”

 If sin is revealed in any form, even if
it be seldom, then there has been no true
or worthy repentance.  “But if, while we
seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves
also are found sinners, is therefore Christ
the minister of sin?  God forbid.  For if I
build again the things which I destroyed,
I make myself a transgressor.” (Gal. 2:17-
18).  “For if we sin wilfully after that we
have received the knowledge of the truth,
there remaineth no more sacrifice for
sins, but a certain fearful looking for of
judgment and fiery indignation, which
shall devour the adversaries.”

Oh what a lack of conviction and
honesty in the hearts of the “believers.”
Many are quick to call themselves saints,
even though on account of their
“insignificant sins” they are proving to be
sinners.  How many blessings they forfeit
because of lack of honesty concerning
themselves.

The view that we will have a problem
with sin all our life long is, according to
I Jn. 3:9, unbiblical–”Whosoever is born
of God doth not commit sin; for His seed
remaineth in Him: and he cannot sin,
because he is born of God.”  “We know
that whosoever is born of God sinneth
not; but he that is begotten of God keepeth
himself, and that wicked one toucheth
him not.”  I Jn. 5:18.

We are rejoicing over the articles and
essays that the Holy Spirit has revealed to
you, and that the believers preach them
and have life through them.

We are longing to have contact with
you.  After the departing of our eldest
brother, there are young people standing
in the truth, zealous for the holy life,
separated from all the surrounding
“churches” and determined to stay with
the church.

We would like to invite you to come
to us and preach in our services.

It makes us sad that a part of our
members have not broken completely with
the Baptists.  When we told them that we
had finally found children of God of the
same mind, many of them did not know
what kind of children of God you were,
and wherein the difference lay between

you and the Baptists.
There are times where the Holy Ghost

inspires us and gives us liberty to expose
the abomination and the unworthy work
of the Baptists.  Men tell us, “Judge not!”
It is so sad.

Through the testimonies I learned
that the believers in Germany don’t go to
public school but to a church school.
That is just splendid!  Fear fills my heart
when I think that our oldest daughter is
supposed to go to a worldly school next
year. If you only knew what is going on in
our schools here! I didn’t even bring my
children to daycare, but brought them up
myself.  They are like very tender little
plants, that know nothing of the evil in the
world.

We don’t have a television and have
never had one, since we have followed the
Lord.  I don’t allow my children to play
with other children on the yard, and now
we are standing before such a test.

We have been standing alone for
eight years, and now we are asking you to
answer us.  If somebody out of the ministry
has a burden and sees a possibility to
come to us, please come.  We have to meet
under any circumstances!  Pray for us
dear brothers and sisters.
With love, and hope that Jesus will grant
us to meet soon,

Children of God from the Ukraine

O mighty Gospel Trumpet,
Declare the truth of God!

To every tongue and nation
That’s living on this sod.

Show salvation to the sinners,
Proclaim the Jubilee,

So from their sinful bondage
They now can be set free.

Tell of the second cleansing
Which all the saved will need,
That from their carnal nature
They can right now be freed.

Tell them of the body
That’s here on earth below,

The only, one Church of God
And this is it we know.

Cry against the theater,
The television, too,

For they’re deceiving many
Yea, and not just a few.

Speak out against adultery,
Tell of its wickedness,

And while you’re yet attacking,
Abortion do not miss.

Declare then all the judgments
On Babylon the great,
For it is fallen, fallen,

This is her present state.

Reward her even double
As she’s rewarded us,

For God, He has determined,
She will be punished thus.

So blow the Trumpet louder,
Condemn each wicked way,

Make clear the way to heaven,
That none need go astray.

      —Bro. Tim Strizu
(Age 16)

O Mighty
Gospel T rumpet

I Became Glad and Free
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There are many who seek to take a very
extreme and unscriptural position in
defining sin. In the minds of some, every
mistake, failure, and human weakness, is
to be reckoned as sin. This position is
neither reasonable nor scriptural.

The apostle John definitely defines
sin in his epistle when he says, “Whosoever
committeth sin transgresseth also the law:
for sin is the transgression of the law.”  It
is with this interpretation in mind, that we
discuss the question as to whether or not
Christians must sin.

The writer does not preclude the
possibility of a person sinning, but we do
believe that the normal standard of
consistent Christian living is a life that is
victorious over all known and wilful
violation of any or all of God’s laws.
There may be mistakes and errors in the
life of a Christian that are not to be
reckoned as sin. They are the result of
human weakness, of faulty judgment and
other reasons, other than a wilful
transgression of God’s law.  If these
things are to be reckoned as sin, of course
neither saint nor sinner lives right, for
these are the common heritage of mortals,
but that these are sins, we humbly deny.
For if so, the Bible is a maze of
contradictions, for it says, “The blood of
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all
sin.” If these things, however, are to be
reckoned as sin, the blood does not cleanse
us from all sin, for there are no mortals
exempt from mistakes.

It may be true that mistakes are often
offenses toward God, but the motive that
prompted them was of pure intention, and
God looks at the inward intention and
motivating purposes behind the act. It is
very evident from many of the exhortations
of the Word of God, which call for a
forsaking and abandonment of sin, that
these things are not to be considered as
sin, lest we find God making Himself
utterly ridiculous, by demanding of His
subjects that which He knows to be
impossible. If all the failures and blunders
and mistakes of humanity are to be
reckoned as sin, seeing there are none free
from these, the ultimate conclusion is,
that God has no children except those that
belong to the devil, for “he that committeth
sin is of the devil.”  To sin in the scriptural

in the Word of God.
He who makes the eternal God his

refuge, and His truth his shield and
buckler, will successfully ride the stormy
scenes of the great judgment, and anchor
safely in the harbor of celestial bliss. His
Word is the only dependable source of
information, it is the authoritative
declaration of duty, and is the revelation
of God’s divine requisite and provision
for our standard of living here, in order to
he ready for the hereafter.  Too much
stress cannot be put upon the veracity and
the authority of “thus saith the Lord.”
What does the Bible say about the sin
problem? This is the voice that settles the
whole matter.

The foundation of true religion is
determined by our attitude toward sin.
Liberal theology and true theology meet

sense, and so as to become guilty, one
must of his own volitional choice commit
those things which he knew was violating
God’s will, and regardless of this,
proceeded to do wilfully and knowingly
that which he knew to be wrong. When we
insist on doing a thing against our
knowledge of right and wrong and against
a knowledge of God’s will or
commandments, then we may know of a
surety that we have sinned. No man can
follow such a course of conduct and be a
Christian. When we talk about living
without sin, we simply mean that the
religion of Jesus Christ is sufficient in
both purpose and power to enable its
possessors, by the grace of God given
unto them, to so live as not to willingly
violate any of God’s precepts or
commandments, because “Whosoever
committeth sin transgresseth also the law:
for sin is a transgression of the law.”

The first sin of our foreparents was
not a mistake, or a mere error in judgment,
but a wilful act of disobedience against
light, knowledge and known duty.
Likewise, all sin is wilful disobedience to
known duty.

Among the blundering inconsistencies
of a nominally professing Christian world,
there is none more tragic and more
deplorable than the doctrine of a sinning
religion. That is to say, we accept Christ
as our Saviour, but continue to live in sin,
believing that it is impossible for anyone
in this life to do otherwise. Let one become
obsessed with this idea and he is most
certainly destined to live a defeated
Christian life here and be weighed in the
balance and found wanting hereafter.

The poverty of this age is its
skepticism as to God’s willingness and
ability to effect an efficient deliverance
from sin.

A maze of contradictory teaching has
no doubt led many into confusion. Is there
no way by which a human being may
know that he is infallibly safe? Is there no
standard by which one may know whether
or not he has met with the desired requisite
on the part of divine authority? Is there
any way by which one may determine
whether or not he is in the right or wrong
way? Thank God, there is a way by which
we may safely determine our course, and
know when we have conformed to the
demand of Him who holds the destiny of
us all in His hand.  That way is revealed

and part at the
signboard marked
SIN. One road
leads to the cross
and deliverance,
and the other leads
to various human
i n v e n t i o n s ,
substitutions and
defeat. One leads
to heaven, the other
to hell. We doubt if
a more serious
blunder has ever
been propagated by
the modern
“church” and we
are sure none more hurtful to the progress
of experiential Christianity, than that idea
which makes sin to be unavoidable in a
child of God.

While we admit the visible deficiency
in the lives of many who profess to be
Christians, we are not willing to concede
that these inconsistent lives are to be the
basis of our conviction of duty and
obligation, but that we are to get our
convictions out of “thus saith the Lord”
and not out of the lives of those who
misrepresent the privileges of New
Testament Christians by their defeat and
humiliation in the warfare of grace.  Too
many who profess to be Christians are so
in name only and are making little or no
effort to live as a true Christian should.

Is it a fact that Christ died for nothing
better than to permit us to continue in sin?
The apostle Paul asks this very question.

Sinning Saints?
Continued from Page 1
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the glorious gospel which the apostle
Paul was to herald to the Gentiles, for in
his defence before King Agrippa, relating
his experience and call to the ministry, he
says, he was sent “to open their eyes and
turn them from darkness to light, and
from the power of satan unto God.” Here
is deliverance from the power of satan.

Let it be remembered that no one can
have a hope of heaven, except a false
hope, who is out of harmony with God.
Furthermore let it be remembered, that no
one can be in harmony with God, when he
loves what God hates and hates what God

are saved by grace, they are still
a sinner by practice. The fact is
we are never saved by grace until
we have renounced and turned

“What shall we say then? Shall
we continue in sin?” and at once
proceeds to answer it in no
uncertain language: “God forbid.

loves. Sin is utterly hateful to God, and it
is a reflection upon His intelligence, His
power, and His character to assume that
He has made any provision in the great
plan of salvation, other than deliverance
from sin.  Those who are the servants of
sin, can by no stretch of imagination be
made to be servants of God, for Jesus
Christ became the Author of eternal
salvation to them that obey Him. Does the
reader class himself with those that sin
every day in thought, word or deed? Then
do not class yourself with those that have
been born again, for “He that committeth
sin is of the devil” and “Whosoever is
born of God doth not commit sin,” for
“Whom ye yield yourselves servants to
obey, his servants ye are to whom ye
obey,” and “No man can serve two
masters.”  Can we be the servants of sin
and the children of God?  Sin disqualifies
one from being a Christian.

Many there are who have no higher
conception of the plan of salvation than to
suppose that the sinner is pardoned, but
left in bondage to a certain amount of sin.
Hence they talk much about being a sinner
saved by grace, meaning that though they

You are not saved by
grace until you are

saved from sin

“Whosoever is born of God
doth not commit sin”

How shall we that are dead to sin, live any
longer therein?” Oh, for a professing
Christian world that will have a profound
conviction of the sinfulness of sin, and the
efficiency of Jesus Christ as the great
Deliverer.  May we never lose sight of the
fact that a religion that does not save you
from sin here, will never be sufficient to
save you from the penalty of sin hereafter.

There is no neutral place in grace
(Matt. 12:30). If God rules in the soul, sin
must go out. If satan rules, God will
depart.  We cannot serve two masters
(Matt. 6:24). Therefore, “to whom ye
yield yourselves servants to obey, his
servants ye are, to whom ye obey” (Rom.
6:16). Let no one be deceived and made to
think he is a Christian, when he is in the
bondage and servitude to sin, for victorious
living is an outstanding mark of
discipleship. “He that committeth sin is of
the devil” (I John 3:8). “Whosoever is
born of God doth not commit sin” (I John
3:9). “In this the children of God are
manifest and the children of the devil” (I
John 3:10). In what? In that one sins and
the other does not. He that sins belongs to
the devil, while he that belongs to God
does not commit sin. If this language does
not teach that the child of God is to be
discriminated from the child of the devil
by the fact that one sins and the other does
not, will the reader offer some language
that would convey this idea? The birth of
the Spirit puts an end to sin.

It is unreasonable to suppose that a
sinning religion is the ultimate product of
God’s provision for man in the plan of
redemption, for it is unlike God and
insufficient for man. Who can imagine
that a God who is unlimited in the
provisional aspect of His salvation, who
hates sin with a consuming hatred, would
subject His Son to Calvary to make
provision for men to sin, when they were
already living in the habitual practice of
sin without such provision? Who could
imagine an intelligent God, knowing the
needs of man, making a plan of salvation
that was a failure at the very point where
it was most needed? God sending His Son
into the world to “save his people from
their sins” and only providing for them to
continue in sin?  Thank God, this is not

away from our sins; unless a
transformation accompanies the pardon.
Sinners are not saved in their sins, but
from them. “For the law of the Spirit of
life in Christ Jesus,” says Paul, “ hath
made me free from the law of sin and
death” (Rom. 8:2).

Did Christ cry, “It is finished,” only
to discover later, that the real design and
purpose of the plan had not yet been
accomplished, and deliverance was yet
impossible? If there is no power of
deliverance in the present gospel plan,
then it is far from being finished either in
design or achievement. Is the Christian
life to be nothing more than a life of daily
sinning and repenting? Such a “gospel” is
worth about as much as a hospital that
never cured a patient. Is this the finished
product of Calvary? Is there no deliverance
from the bondage of sin?

Sin is mighty, but Christ is Almighty.
The apostle declares, “Sin shall not have
dominion over you.” That is a wonderful
promise of the Almighty when He says,
“For he shall save his people from their
sins.” That is a thrilling announcement
made by the preacher when he says,
“Behold the Lamb of God which taketh
away the sin of the world.” There is no
ground left for debate, in the language of
Paul, as to whether we must not sin, when
he says, “For the law of the spirit in Christ
Jesus hath made me free from the law of
sin and death.”  How can any person
contend for the necessity of sinning when
he reads these scriptures, “Who gave
himself for our sins, that he might deliver
us from this present evil world, according
to the will of God and our Father” (Gal.
1:4). “For the grace of God that bringeth
salvation hath appeared to all men,
teaching us that, denying ungodliness and
worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously and godly, in this present
world” (Titus 2:11, 12). “Being then
made free from sin, ye became the servants
of righteousness” (Rom. 6:18). “Let not
sin therefore reign in your mortal body,
that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof”
(Rom. 6:12). “Neither yield ye your
members as instruments of
unrighteousness unto sin: but yield
yourselves unto God, as those that are
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alive from the dead, and your
members as instruments of
righteousness unto God. For sin
shall not have dominion over you:

conception of Christianity gives the
Christian little advantage over the sinner
except in profession. If both the Christian
and the sinner are alike to be the servants
of sin, why does the Christian have any
more or better hope than any other sinner?
It makes Christianity to have no advantage
over even the pagan religions of the world,
for unless the gospel of Jesus Christ is the
power of God unto salvation, what better
is it than other religions? Such a conception
makes Jesus to be, not a Saviour, but one
who grants indulgences–not saving you
from the practice of sin, but from the
penalty thereof. Does the conforming to
certain religious ordinances entitle us to
the special privilege of disobedience,
unfaithfulness, and lack of fidelity; to the
privilege of bragging about the fact that
we do not claim to live right and yet at the
same time, entitle us to the approbation of
God? If a church member sinner can go to
heaven in his sins, what is to prevent any
other sinner from doing the same? What
other way has God to save any man from
hell except to save him from his sins? If a
man can sin every day in thought, word
and deed and go to heaven, what does he
have to do to gain God’s displeasure and
be condemned?

Are we to label ourselves Christians
when we are daily in the practice of sin?
If being saved from sin does not distinguish
the Christian from the sinner, what
difference is to be found?

How the Almighty can smile upon
such a travesty enacted in the name of His

holy religion is more than we can
determine. We imagine it would be difficult
indeed to become enthused about a religion
of that kind. Apology and defeat are not
the conduct of a New Testament Christian.
A man may be defeated and may need to
repent and turn back to God, but the man

who has to ask forgiveness for the
same things each week, is either a
poor, ignorant weakling, or a
deliberate hypocrite and there is no

“He that committeth sin
is of the devil”

for ye are not under the law, but under
grace” (Rom. 6:13, 14). “For ye are
bought with a price; therefore glorify
God in your body and in your spirit
which are God’s” (I Cor. 6:20).  And “If
the Son therefore shall make you free, ye
shall be free indeed”  (Jn. 8:36).

These and innumerable others, ought
to convince even a sinning religionist,
that he is entirely out of harmony with
such instruction as the Word of God
gives. Is it not apparent to any thoughtful
person, that no man can live wrong and
die right? After you have put on sin its
last covering, and sought to make it as
pleasing and permissible as possible, it is
still God’s enemy and man’s arch foe.

If the church is to be a covering for
sectarian perverts, who revel in the forms
of godliness, but deny the power thereof,
then the doctrine of a sinning religion is a
success.  But if the church is to house the
people of God, serve and meet the needs
of mankind and magnify the Almighty
and His power to save, then the doctrine
of a sinning religion ought to be banished
back to hell, from whence it came. God’s
gracious promise is that “There hath no
temptation taken you but such as is
common to man; but God is faithful, who
will not suffer you to be tempted above
that ye are able; but will with the
temptation also make a way to escape,
that ye may be able to bear it” (I Cor.
10:13).

Jesus, Himself, has declared that,
“all power is given unto me in heaven and
in earth.” Did He mean all
power, except power to save
from sin? Did He say that all
power was given him in earth,
except power to do exactly
that for which He came (I
John 3:8)? Too many are
banking upon the mercy of
God to save them in the hour
of judgment, without
complying with the condition upon which
mercy can be extended to them.

To sin every day in thought, word and
deed, and then at the close of each day,
balance up accounts with the Almighty, is
the highest conception of some people as
to the possibilities of grace. Such a

sincerity in his conduct. Obedience is
better than sacrifice, and God is ever and
always pleased with it. Victory is the
rightful heritage of every Spirit-born child
of God. Thank God, the law of the Spirit
of life in Christ Jesus can make you free
from the law of sin and death.

There is nothing more needed at this
time and place, than a definite conviction
for and a real indignation toward sin.
There is altogether too much smiling at
and apologizing for it. If the church fails
in its uncompromising attitude toward
sin, it is sure to fail in its fundamental
purpose in the world.

If Christ cannot deliver the “church”
from its bondage to sin and its allurements
to the world, what encouragement do we
give the sinner to leave these things?  “For
this purpose the Son of God was
manifested that he might destroy [loose
you from] the works of the devil.” If this
cannot be done, then the plan fails right at
the point where it is needed.

If the position of the writer in regard
to this matter is extreme, then when John
said, “Whosoever is born of God doth not
commit sin,” he should have added, “But
do not believe this, for it is rank fanaticism,
for no one in this world can live without
sinning every day in thought, word and
deed.”

If men cannot preach any gospel but
that of a sinning religion, it is better to
preach none. Better let men read for
themselves, for no matter how ignorant
they were, they could hardly pervert the

truth any more to their own
destruction than by such
teaching from the pulpit.
Dangerous, did you say?
Dangerous to teach deliverance
from the bondage and power
of sin? Dangerous to teach a
victorious life? If we cannot
teach this, pray what is the
purpose of the gospel and what

is it worth? Was Paul a dangerous teacher
when he said, “The law of the Spirit of life
in Christ Jesus hath made me free from
the law of sin and death?”

Was Jesus a dangerous teacher, and
a promoter of fanaticism when He said to
the woman, “Go and sin no more.” Or did

A religion that does not save you
from sin here, will never be

sufficient to save you from the
penalty of sin hereafter
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Common
Excuses for
Sinning Refuted

The Bible says,  “If we say that we have
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us.”

These words were written by the
apostle John in I John 1:8.  The Bible
teaches that all have sinned and come
short of the glory of God, and therefore all
need a Saviour to reconcile them to God.
John addressed this to those claiming they
had no guilt, no pollution of sin, and no
need of a Saviour.   This is not referring
to someone that has been born again
through the blood of the Lamb and has
been cleansed “from all unrighteousness”
(I Jn. 1:9).

John said, “These things write I unto
you, that ye sin not (I Jn. 2:1).  This
message is clearly declared throughout
his epistles:

“. . . the blood of Jesus Christ his Son
cleanseth us from all sin.”  I Jn. 1:7.

“He that saith, I know him, and
keepeth not his commandments, is a liar,
and the truth is not in him.”  I Jn. 2:4.

“And ye know that he was manifested
to take away our sins…Whosoever
abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever
sinneth hath not seen him, neither known
him.  Little children, let no man deceive
you, he that doeth righteousness is
righteous, even as he is righteous.  He that
committeth sin is of the devil, for the devil
sinneth from the beginning.  For this
purpose the Son of God was manifested,
that he might destroy the works of the
devil.  Whosoever is born of God doth not
commit sin…In this the children of God
are manifest and the children of the devil
. . .”  I Jn. 3:5-10.

The apostle’s message is clear and is
in accordance with other New Testament
writers.  Those who would try to use I
John 1:8 to uphold their sinning religion,
wrest it to their own destruction and
contrary to the tenure of all the scriptures.

Even Paul said in Romans 7 that he did
the evil he did not want to do, and we
can’t expect to live better than he could.

If you read chapter 6 of Romans, you
will see the apostle Paul also said:

“Shall we continue in sin that grace
may abound?  God forbid.  How shall we
that are dead to sin, live any longer
therein?”  Rom. 6:1, 2.

“For sin shall not have dominion over
you . . .”  Rom. 6:14.

“But now being made free from sin
…”  Rom. 6:22.

In these scriptures and many others,
Paul clearly speaks of the Christian living
triumphantly over sin.

He went on in Romans 7 to “speak to
them that know the [Old Testament] law,”
and, speaking in the present tense,
described his unregenerate condition,
wherein he did not have the power to
overcome sin, before his conversion.
Without salvation, no man is free from
the law of sin and death.

Verse 23 describes Paul’s struggle
with sin before he was saved.  “I see
another law in my members, warring
against the law of my mind, and bringing
me into captivity to the law of sin which
is in my members.”  Therefore he cried, in
verse 24, “O wretched man that I am!
Who shall deliver me from the body of
this death?”  He joyfully answers this
question in Rom. 8:2–“The law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me
free from the law of sin and death.  For
what the law could not do, in that it was
weak through the flesh, God sending his
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh,
and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh.”

He was now free from the
condemnation of sin because, through
salvation, he was empowered to live free
from committing sin.  Hence, he could
also go on to teach others to “awake to

He just mean to go and sin not quite so
much? If we cannot teach deliverance
from sin through our Lord Jesus Christ,
for what purpose are we to preach His
gospel? Certainly the gospel, which is
“good tidings,” must bring news of
deliverance. When the “way of the
transgressor is hard” and “the wages of
sin is death,” and “the soul that sinneth it
shall die,” it is far from being good tidings
to learn that no one can do otherwise.
Away with such a travesty on the gospel
of Jesus Christ! Away with such nonsense,
for the gospel is the power of God unto
salvation.

A victorious life over sin is the rule of
Christian action. The normal standard of
Christian living is one of victory rather

By Sis. Susan Mutch

than defeat. This is
God’s plan, God’s
provision and
God’s expectation.
When a man sins,
he falls below the
standard of Christ-
ian provision and

privilege.  Hence, if he fails to repent and
acknowledge the fact and renounce his
transgression, with a purpose to refrain
from further repetition, it will forfeit his
adoption and fellowship with God.

Christ in you, the hope of glory, is the
secret of the overcoming life, because
“greater is he that is in you, than he that
is in the world.”  This is the rule of life for
the New Testament Christian, “that ye sin
not.”

If the question is asked, as it often is,
in ridicule, “Who in this world ever lives
without sin?” we might answer in the
language of John, “Whosoever is born of
God.”  Or we might have the apostle Paul
answer the question for us. “There is
therefore now no condemnation to them
which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not
after the flesh but after the Spirit. For the
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus
hath made me free from the law of sin and
death.” The apostle John says, “hereby
we do know that we know him, if we keep
his commandments.”

What stronger language could be
used, than is used by this apostle, when he
says, “He that saith, I know him, and
keepeth not his commandments, is a liar,
and the truth is not in him.”  I Jn. 2:4.  &

Excerpted from “Sinning Saints?”
By H. Sweeten

Do you sin? Then
do not class
yourself with
those that have
been born again.
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righteousness and sin not” (I Cor. 15:34).
In Rom. 7:19 he had said, “For the

good that I would I do not: but the evil
which I would not, that I do.”  For sinning
religionists to insist that Paul still lived
like this after being saved, they would
have to negate all that Paul testified to and
taught in Romans chapters 6 and 8, and
all of his other writings, as well as all the
New Testament writers.  The apostle
John said, “Beloved, follow not that which
is evil, but that which is good.  He that
doeth good is of God: but he that doeth
evil hath not seen God.”  When Paul was
doing the evil that he would not, it was
because he had not yet seen God; had not
yet understood and experienced His great
salvation.

But Paul said he was the chief of sinners.
“. . . Christ Jesus came into the world

to save sinners; of whom I am chief.”  I
Tim 1:15.  Again we have Paul speaking
in the present tense, while looking back at
his conduct as Saul of Tarsus, the religious
sinner that desperately needed salvation.
If we go to verse 13, he says, “Who was
before a blasphemer, and a persecutor,
and injurious, but I obtained mercy . . .”

Paul reminds his readers of what he
used to be, using himself as an example to
give others hope that they can have this
same salvation and be transformed to
newness of life, as was he.  “Howbeit for
this cause I obtained mercy, that in me
first Jesus Christ might shew forth all
longsuffering, for a pattern to them which
should hereafter believe on him to life
everlasting.”  Verse 16.

If he was the chief sinner among the
congregations while professing, why
would God entrust him with such an
important work in the church and allow
him to be their teacher and guide, if they
were doing better than he was?  And, if
such were the case, Paul did not meet the
standards of being a bishop, which he
listed to Timothy.

Paul also had this victorious
testimony, “I have lived in all good
conscience before God until this day”
(Acts 23:1), and stated in I Thess. 2:10,
“Ye are witnesses, and God also, how
holily and justly and unblameably we
behaved ourselves among you that
believe.”  This does not sound like the

testimony of a chief sinner!
Numerous texts could also be cited

showing that Paul taught a glorious gospel
which set the believer free from the
bondage of sin.

What about the contention that arose
between Barnabas and Paul . . . wasn’t
that sin?

People looking for an excuse to
continue in their sin, like to charge these
two holy apostles with sin in this situation.

Adam Clarke explains this argument
thus: “Why is it that most men attach
blame to this difference between Paul and
Barnabas?  Why is it that this is brought
in as a proof of the sinful imperfection of
these holy apostles?  Because those who
thus treat the subject can never differ with
another without feeling wrong tempers.
Then, as destitute of good breeding as
they are of humility, they attribute to
others the angry, proud, and wrathful
dispositions which they feel in themselves,
and because they cannot be angry and sin
not, they suppose that even apostles
themselves cannot.

Thus, in fact, we are always bringing
our own moral or immoral qualifications
to be a standard, by which we are to judge
of the characters and moral feelings of
men who were actuated by zeal for God’s
glory, brotherly kindness, and charity.

Should any man say there was sin in
this contention between Paul and
Barnabas, I answer, there is no evidence
of this in the text.”

The Bible says, “There is none
righteous, no not one.” Rom. 3:10.

Paul is expressing the natural,
wretched state of all mankind in Rom.
3:10-18, whether Jew or Gentile, “for all
have sinned and come short of the glory of
God,” as he states in verse 23.

Thank God, this is not a state anyone
need remain in!  Paul goes on in verses 24,
25 and 26 to present the plan of salvation,
mankind’s deliverance from their sinful
state.

Paul said in Romans 6:20, “For when
ye were the servants of sin, ye were free
from righteousness.”  When it comes to
sinners, there is none righteous, no not
one, that includes those professing to be
sinning Christians!

“For as by one man’s [Adam]
disobedience many were made sinners
[for all inherited his sinful nature], so by
the obedience of one [Jesus Christ] shall
many be made righteous.”  Rom. 5:19.

But it says in Proverbs 20:9, “Who can
say, I have made my heart clean, I am
pure from my sin?”

No man can make his own heart
clean, and that is why the fountain was
opened for “sin and for uncleanness”
(Zech. 13:1).  Now “the blood of Jesus
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.”
I Jn. 1:7.  “If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
I Jn. 1:9.  Glory to the Lamb, who “loved
us, and washed us from our sins in his
own blood!” Rev. 1:5.

So, who can say they are pure from
their sin?  Thank God, “Whosoever is
born of God . . .!”  I Jn. 3:9.

David was a man after God’s own heart,
but he sinned.

Shame on sinning religionists for
taking the example of one Old Testament
man, as an excuse for propagating their
cursed, “sin-you-must” doctrine in this
New Testament time!  Is there no difference
between the old and the new covenants?
Does not the Bible say, “For the law made
nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a
better hope did?”  Heb. 7:19.

Since “it is not possible that the blood
of bulls and of goats should take away
sins” (Heb. 10:4), Jesus, “the mediator of
the new testament,” shed His blood at
Calvary, opening up “a new and living
way,” which was not yet in force in
David’s day, for Jesus, being the testator
(Heb. 9:15-17), had not yet died.

“For what the law could not do [for
David] . . . God sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin,
condemned sin in the flesh: That the
righteousness of the law might be fulfilled
in us.”  Rom. 8:3-4.  In this New Testament
time, we are without excuse.  Jesus came
to save us from our sins, “wherefore he is
able to save them to the uttermost that
come unto God by him” (Heb. 7:25).

The Bible forbids we should copy
David’s sin–let none make it an excuse to
continue in theirs.  &
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     Living without sin are words which
shock many persons.  It seems to them
to be plucking the crown from the head
of Christ, the only sinless man who
ever walked the earth, and putting that
crown upon the heads of men.  But let
us see whether sin in the human soul
really honors or dishonors Christ.
What was the great errand of Jesus
into the world?  To save His people
from their sins.  So far, then, as He
does not save from sin, His mission is
a dishonorable failure.  He came to
create the believer anew, making him
a new creature.  So much of the old
man of sin as appears to stain and
corrupt this new creature, reflects
discredit upon Him.  “Ye are his
workmanship.”  The work testifies of
the skill or of the incompetency of the
artist.  Will any one insist that sin is a
beauty and not a blemish in the work
of the Divine Sculptor?  In His prayer,
which has been appropriately styled
His high-priestly address to His Father,
Jesus says respecting His disciples, “I
am glorified in them.”  Does Christ’s
glory consist in sin, reflected from His
followers?  St. John said of the Logos,
who became flesh and dwelt among
us, that we beheld His glory–not a
material resplendence, not worldly
wealth, nor rank, nor fame, nor genius,
but moral excellence, fullness of “grace
and truth.”  These qualities in believing
hearts glorify Christ.  Sin is not only a

By Daniel Steele

Ye are His Workmanship

About one hundred years ago, J. M.
Buckley stated:
     Even from the evangelical churches,
the sense of sin in large measure departs.
Modern penitential grief is often hardly
worthy of a higher description than
pensiveness, and the joys of the new
creation are as feeble as the grief over
sinfulness is diluted. The penalty of sin
inflicted by the righteous indignation of a
personal God gives place to vague or
limited notions of the natural consequences
of sin. Without once being stirred or
hearing anything to make them wretched
on account of their sins, today it is possible
for the worldly minded, and even the
vicious, regularly to attend service in
many churches that were founded on the
doctrine of the Holy Ghost.

Every age has its peculiar battle.
That of the next century is to be more
subtle than any which has preceded it. As
the nations are fighting more and more by
diplomacy, and less and less on blood-
stained fields, so the conflict between the
kingdom of grace and that of darkness
will be less violent, but more perplexing
and dangerous.
     Strides in this direction have been
made within fifteen years so rapid that
there are already hundreds, and will soon
be thousands, of churches in America as
absolutely devoid of the Spirit of God in
the New Testament sense as they would
have been if they had been originally
intended as literary and social clubs. They
will be compatible with an increase in
numbers, and statistics will be rolled up
and published, as they are now, which no
more indicate moral forces than would
the roster of an army that should include
invalids and babes.
     The churches (so-called) are pursuing
a course which shows how little confidence
we have in the power of God. Our methods
of securing accessions proceed
increasingly upon the kindergarten
principle, which, however useful for

shame to any people, but a shame to
the God of any people.  Jesus therefore,
is not jealous of the believer who
through the power of His grace, has
complete victory over inward sin,
and perfect cleansing from outward
defilement, but He rejoices in the
honor which His perfect work reflects
upon His workmanship.  He is not
afraid that he who wears the robe of
His righteousness will outshine
Himself, and appropriate His honors.
Sin might do this, but holiness never.
     But is not sin in the heart necessary
to keep the soul humble?  Will not
spiritual pride lift itself up as soon as
sin is destroyed?  As well might you
ask whether a man would not lift up
his head haughtily when his neck has
been broken. The Holy Spirit, taking
complete possession of the heart, not
only breaks the neck of sin, but casts
out this strong man, leaving no seed
of pride behind.  Perfect love to Christ
is perfect lowliness.  When it is
demonstrated that men must drink a
little whiskey daily in order to have
temperance; steal a trifling amount
every day in order to be honest; tell a
few fibs every twenty-four hours in
order to be truthful; then we will sit
down and soberly answer the
objection that a little nest-egg of sin
in the heart is a necessary nucleus
about which all the Christian virtues
are to be gathered. &

infants, promotes  childishness rather than
a childlike spirit in adults . . .
      The conclusive proof . . . as to the
force and danger of these tendencies, is
the disuse of church discipline and the
prevalence of theories that it is beyond the
just powers of the church, except in cases
of public scandal. To this may be added
the feverish anxiety of many clergymen to
maintain the appearance of influence and
popularity by hastening to discuss

whatever may attract a passing crowd.
      The need is for great men to turn back
the tide of evil and swell the tide of good,
and that every one, small or great, who
knows his sins forgiven, and is absolutely
certain that he is under the power of an
endless life, should cry aloud and spare
not, so testifying that men will ask a
reason of the hope that is within him, and
find him ready with meekness and fear to
give an answer.  &

The Subtlety
of

Sin
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The saints in Germany are very
thankful for meetings from April 13-19 in
Bad Friedrichshall and the following
weekend of April 21-22 in Bünde. It was
the sixth annual campmeeting here and
about 200 attended from the different
parts of Germany, Mexico, Canada and
the USA. We were also thankful that the
Lord opened the way for the saints from
the Ukraine and Russia to attend.

Surely God answers prayer and has
streams in the desert for His people. God’s
Word was ministered through brothers
Daniel Layne, Henry Hildebrandt and
Peter Hildebrandt and sisters Susan Mutch
and Trudy Wiebe. All services were held
in the German language, with
simultaneous translation into the Russian
and English language.

The Hebrew writer says, “And let us
consider one another to provoke unto love
and to good works: Not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together, as the
manner of some is; but exhorting one
another: and so much the more, as ye see
the day approaching.” Further, in Isaiah
2:2-3 it reads, “And it shall come to pass
in the last days, that the mountain of the
Lord’s house shall be established in the
top of the mountains, and shall be exalted

above the hills; and all nations shall flow
unto it. And many people shall go and
say: Come ye, and let us go up to the
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the
God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his
ways, and we will walk in his paths: for
out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the
word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” Praise
the Lord, we have come to the mountain
of the Lord, the true Church of God,
where not only the truth is sounded, but
also practised; where the holy life and the
example are actually seen. Only in Zion is
such instruction. And why is she exalted
above all the hills? Not because she thinks
she is better than all the rest, but because
her inhabitants live what is taught!

We are thankful that He could “teach
us of his ways” during this meeting. Many
received help through prayer at the altar.
Souls were saved, others gloriously
sanctified and many strengthened in the
Word of God and encouraged to a deeper
devotion to the Lord. We are very thankful
for His stirring in our midst and for the
blessings and help received.

May God not give rest to them who
were very touched by the Word of God,
but did not seek salvation. The day of the
Lord is approaching fast and blessed are
we, if we have not failed to get everything
that the Lord has in store for us.

Sis. Edeltraud Tovstiga

Germany
Meeting Report

OBITUARY

Sis. Dorothy Porter, of Guthrie,
Oklahoma, crossed over to her eternal
reward on April 14, 2001, in her 73rd
year.

From a child Sis. Dorothy was taught
to be tender to the Lord’s dealings and to
put her trust in Him.  Throughout her life
she had a desire for truth, but she
experienced many disappointments in
religious systems, which caused her
spiritual difficulties.  By seeking God’s
Word, she was led to a great depth of
truth.  Sis. Dorothy took her stand with
the saints of God and found home with the
body of Christ, with whom she stayed
until her dying day.

She exhibited a sweet and victorious
spirit in affliction, and now her faith is
lost in sight.  The last tear was wiped
away, for there will be no more tears, only
rejoicing throughout all eternity.
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Help us spread the old-time message of
holiness and unity.  Send the Gospel

Trumpet to a friend today!
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Upcoming Meetings

Ludlow Falls, Ohio
June 2 – 10

Chihuahua, Mexico
August 19 – 26
Bro. Peter Hildebrandt

( 52-158-405-80

Bro. Ray Tinsman
( (765) 468-7373

Campground (937) 698-3079

At Missionary Camp, State Rt. 48

Meetings Daily at 10:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

* * * * *

Ontario, Canada
October 1 – 7

Bro. Henry Hildebrandt
( (519) 765-2331


