VOL 16 ISSUE 3 “Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet.” Isa. 58:1 MAY — JUNE 2004

The Second Coming of Jesus Christ

And What Will Follow

Itis an undeniable fact that the church is This is clear “This same Jesus” shall
instructed to look for the return of Christ from come again “in like manner” as He went up.
heaven, as the next great event. Nowhere are He went up bodily and visiblirhey saw Him
we instructed to look for a pre or post- ascend, “and a cloud received him out of their
millennial reign on earth. sight.” “In like manner” shall He descend

from heaven. “Behold, he cometh with
There is but One Personal Coming  Lord draweth nigh.” James 5:7-8. clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they
of Christ Futur e Some teachers advocate three cominglso which pierced him: and all kindreds of

“Now we beseech you, brethren, by thef the Lord yet future, but all the foregoinghe earth shall wail because of him.” R .
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Il Thesscriptures, with many more, teach us to lodk.Y e shall see the Son of man sitting on the
2:1. “I pray God your whole spirit and soufor but one coming, which will be at the endght hand of powe@and coming in the clouds

and body be preserved blameless unto thfehis world. of heaven.” Mk. 14:62.
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” | Thess. The positive testimony is that when He
5:23. “Whom the Lord shall...destroy by the The Manner of His Coming comes in the clouds of heaven “every eye

brightness of his coming.” Il Thess. 2:8Visibly: “...While they beheld, he was takeshall see him.” Mark you, dear readeot
“Looking for that blessed hope, and the glap; and a cloud received him out of theonly will the righteous see Him, but all the
rious appearing of the great God and osight. Andwhile they looked stedfastly towarttibes of the earth, “and they also which
Saviour Jesus ChristTit. 2:13. “Christ was heaven as he went up, behold, two men stqadrced him” shall see Him when He comes.
once ofered to bear the sins of many; anly them in white apparel; which also said, Ye
unto them that look for him shall he appeanen of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up intdnexpectedly “Behold, | come as a thief.
the second time.” Heb. 9:28. heaven? this same Jesus, which is takenBlpssed is he that watcheth.” R&6:15. “But
“Be patient therefore, brethren, unto thieom you into heaven, shall so come in likéhe day of the Lord will come as a thief in the
coming of our Lord...Be ye also patientnanner as ye have seen him go into heavenight.” 11 Pet. 3:10. “For yourselves know
stablish your hearts; for the coming of th&cts 1:9-11. Continued on Page 4
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Rev 1:7.

We are living on the vge of the most stupendous, catastrophic
event imaginablélhe last daythe day of wrath, the day of judg-
ment and perdition, the day of God, the glorious appearing...Can
we even begin to grasp the magnitude of both the greatness and the
awfulness of the last great dayhen our Lord and Saviguiesus
Christ comes in glory and power as the Judge of all men?

At any given moment, Jesus Christ Himself will appear before
a shocked and undone world, who will fall to their knees by the very
glory of His power and presence.

On this dayscofing will be no more. Unbelief and wrong be-
Liblief will be no more, and every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ
chis Lord and God.
bh ~ The One who spoke the world into existence will now speak the
salead from all the ages out of their graves unto the resurrection of
magither life or damnation (Jn. 5:28-29). By the word of His potier
meery earth and the works that are therein shall be burned up (Il Pet.
3:10). Just as He promised, so shall He do. Oh, day of God! Oh
awful day for sinners lost! Sis. Susan Mutch

Kk kkkk*x

Behold, what wonder greets mine eye!
Ten thousand angels in the sky!
The end has come, destruct®nigh;
He comes! He comes!

Oh, fearful scene! Creation groans,
While loud above the trumpet tones.
What peals of joy! What piercing moans!
He comes! He comes!

He comes no more in priestly dress,
Each eye shall see, each tongue confess.
To judge the world in righteousness,
He comes! He comes!

The earth shall melt, the mountains quake,
The sea shall roathe heavens shake,
The trumpet sounds, the dead awake.

He comes! He comes!
—O.A. Pratt
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A Secret

N 24

The scene is a Boeing 747 over the Ado shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherde it as a “first resurrection.” The term is mis-
lantic Ocean. Most passengers are sleepif@e comfort one another with these wordapplied in the context of a supposed secret
Suddenly some of the passengers start But of the times and the seasons, brethreapture. The biblical term “first resurrection”
vanish. One by one, the remaining passere have no need that | write unto you. Foefers to a spiritual rising from a dead state
gers cry out in fear as they realize their fefourselves know perfectly that the day of tref sin (Eph. 2:1; Tim. 5:6) to newness of
low-passengers are missing. Parents are fraord so cometh as a thief in the night.”  life in Christ Jesus. Every true child of God
tic, as all the children have disappeared. The fact that the scripture states thakperienced this in real Bible salvation, when

Though this sounds like science fictiordlesus will come as a thief in the night is ndesus “delivered us from the power of dark-
it is actually a scene from the first volume a&ferring to a silent or secret coming, butess, and...translated us into the kingdom of
the “Left Behind” series byim LaHaye and means rathaghe unexpectednestHis com- his dear Son” Col. 1:13. The apostle John
Jerry Jenkins. These highly popular booksg (Matt. 24:44). Il Pet. 3:10 says, “But thaptly describes this spiritual resurrection thus:
are based on the premillennial theory thday of the Lord will comes a thief in the “...He that heareth my word, and believeth
prior to a seven year “great tribulation” pasight; in the which the heavens shall pass him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and
riod, there will be a secret rapture, or “catclaway with a great noise, and the elemersisall not come into condemnatiolt is

ing away” of the Christians. shall melt with fervent heat, the earth algpassed fom

Amazingly enough, millennialists comend the works that are therein shall be burnggath unto lifé- .
up with this seven year period by declaringp.” There is no mistaking here that the laatresurrection! How grievous
that the seventieth week in Darggbrophetic day is intended. It comes as a thief in the Theeventsin that such an
vision (Dan. 9:27) did not follow the contight—obviously not meaning silently herd, Thess. 4 are in unbiblical
tinuum of the other sixty-nine weeks. Becauseit unexpectedht is referring to the sameno wise meaning teaching has
the Jews rejected the Messiah, they belieday that Paul was speaking of in | Thess. @secret rapture of become so

in a “parenthesis” or “gap” thearywherein Furthermore, how could one call this a sile@hristians which widely accepted
the kingdom does not come until some feoming when it says that the Lord Himseffrecedes further in mor e recent
ture age yet to come. will descend from heaven and itis accompavents on the times

John Nelson Darby (1800-1882), of theied withA SHOUT, A VOICE of the arch- earth, but rather ’
Plymouth Brethren sect, developed a thecangel, and A TRUMP! the end of all
of futurist premillennialism, which he called  Neither do we see in these scripturegtaings on earthfor the coming spoken of
dispensationalism, after the division of hisranishing of the Christians. It states that thégre ushers in the global resurrection of the
tory into dispensations or eras. The last will be caught up in the aifThis is in the justand the unjustin the same hour (Jn. 5:28-
these dispensations was presumed to bsame visible sense in which Jesus was talkk9), where all will be called to the final Judg-
kingdom set up on earth during a thousang and a cloud received Him out of thement and the earth and all the elements will
year reign. C. Scofield popularized thisight. In this same visible mannére angel be burned with fervent heat (Il Pet. 3:10).
theory through his Scofield Reference Biblégretold Jesus would return (Acts 1:2)1  This trump of God is one and the same with
which came complete with notes on Let us consider the context of Paul'the lasttrump of | Col5:51-54, wherein all
millennial thought. writings here. The Thessalonians seemeddodies will be changed “in the twinkling of

Darby, and others, held that Chrsssec- have had some confusion as to what woudd eye” to incorruptible, immortal bodies.
ond coming would happen in two stagesbt&come of those who had already died in tB®@me erroneously refer to a secret rapture
secret rapture, then the second comingfafth (vs. 13). Paul is writing to give themaking place in the twinkling of an eye, but
Christ in glory after a seven-year tribulatiortlarity concerning their hope of resurrectiotine scripture is referring to the change of the

They cite | Thess. 4:16-18; 5:1-2 foat Christs second coming. He is addressirgpdy for the resurrected dead and for those
their secret rapture theof¥ror the Lord him- the subject to bring comfort to the saintstill living at the second coming of Christ. |
self shall descend from heaven with a shotiherefore, the rising of the wicked is nothess. 4, | Corl5 and Jn. 5:28-29 are all
with the voice of the archangel, and with thmentioned in this context. This does not meapeaking of the events on the last.dbar-
trump of God and the dead in Christ shahat there will first be a resurrection of theel not at this: fothe houris coming, in the
rise first: Then we which are alive and reighteous and at a future time a resurrecti@rhichall that are in the graves shall hear his
main shall be caught up together with theaf the wicked. voice [same voice as | Thess. 4], And shall
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and Some believing in a secret rapture refeome forth; they that have done good, unto
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the resurrection of life; and they that haweaching has become so widely accepted in
done evil, unto the resurrection of damnaore recent times. perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh
tion.” Jn. 5:28-29. There is no second chanchist as the Jews of old had misconcepticas a thief in the night. For when they shall
This teaching also comes into scrufingf the coming Messiah, much of the professay Peace and safetthen sudden destruc-
as it puts a rather definitive time-line on thiag world today as we are standing on th&on cometh upon them. . . and they shall not
second coming of Christ (infett, it would brink of the second coming of Christ, arescape.” | Thess. 5:2-3. “And take heed to
really be a third coming, according to theholding to popular misconceptions. The egourselves, lest at any time your hearts be
eschatological teachings), by saying He wiire system of millennial teaching is baseoverchaged with surfeiting, and drunken-
come directly after a seven year period apon one misinterpreted scripture after aness, and cares of this life, and so that day
tribulation, and then set up a kingdom amther Beware, dear souls, and be not tosseaime upon you unawares. For as a snare shall

earth for 1000 years.
How grievous that such an unbiblical

End-Time Views

In eschatology—the study of end-times—there are three major
views, some with variations, held by people. They are as follows:

Premillennialism

Those holding to a premillennial view suggest that the second
coming of the Lord will occur wherein there is a secret “rapture,”
or separate resurrection of all the Christians before Christ comes
back to establish His kingdom in a supposed literal 1000 year
reign on the earth.

Some premillennialists believe the “rapture” will occur before
their fanciful “Tribulation” of seven years begins, others see it
happening in the middle or the end of the tribulation.

Postmillennialism

This view sees steady human progress over evil, progressively
leading to a Christianized world, resulting in a long period of
peace and prosperity called the millennium. This “golden age”

will have an increasing proportion of the people converted to
Christianity wherein evil will be reduced to a minimum, and the
church will have greater importance, causing social and economic
reforms. This millennium is to be closed by the second coming of
Christ, the resurrection of the dead and the final Judgment.

Amillennialism

Amillennialism is the teaching that there is no future, literal 1000
year reign on earth, but that the second coming of Christ will be
the “last day”wherein both the just and the unjust will be resur-
rected, the final Judgment held, and souls will either go to their
eternal reward in heaven or eternal punishment in hell, and the
earth will be destroyed by fire. Christ established His kingdom at
His first coming, by giving us salvation that empowers us to reign
over sin and the devil in this present wofldis is the true

teaching of the Bible.
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about with these winds of false doctrirge.
—Sis. Susan Mutchthe whole earthVatch ye therefore, and pray

it come on all them that dwell on the face of

always, that ye may be accounted worthy to
escape all these things that shall come to pass,
and to stand before the Son of man.” Luke
21:34-36. “But as the days of Noe were, so
shall also the coming of the Son of man be.
For as in the days that were before the flood
they were eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, until the day that Noe
entered into the ark, and knew not until the
flood came, and took them all away; so shall
also the coming of the Son of man be.” Matt.
24:37-39.

This is very plain. The coming of Christ
is a great and solemn event pending, for
which the church is to look and watch; for
which to be readyThat day and hour the
Father only knoweth. When the rending heav-
ens shall reveal His presence, this world will
be in a Sodom state, as the antediluvian world
before the flood. The millions of earth will
be sleeping in carnal securitthousands
dreaming of millennial glory

Oh, the surprise and disappointment of
the masses in that great day! Never since the
foundation of the world has there been a day
like this, in the surprise and terror with which
it will break upon the thoughtless millions of
the population.

Business and pleasure will occupy the
minds of men as usual up to the close of the
preceding daylhe sun will rise and set with
the same majestMyriads will go to rest,
dreaming of future years of wealth and hap-
piness, but the loud blast of the “trump of
God” will awake them to sleep no more and,
looking up, they will see the heavens on fire.
The worldling will suddenly find his visions
dispelled by the light of eternity and the de-
spairing cry “The Judge is comeThe mi-
ser counting his gold, will be panic-stricken
by the knell that tells him gold has no more



value, and his priceless soul is forever loshe east, and shineth even unto the west;ad@ur Lord, shall not enter into His presence
in seeking a bursted bubble. The procrasthall also the coming of the Son of man besboner than the dead.”-Conybeare and
nating trifler dreaming of mercy after yeardlatt. 24:27. “Watch ye therefore...lest comHowson. This is clear and conclusive. The
of worldly pleasure, will be filled with dis-ing suddenly he find you sleeping.” Mksaints living on earth when Christ comes will
may to see that the day of grace is past. TH&35-36. “Surely | come quicklAmen. not “precede” the righteous dead. They will
busy merchant, panting to reach the goalB¥en so, come, Lord Jesus.” R@2:20. first be raised before we will enter into the

wealth, without one thought of God or eter- presence of the Lord. After this we, “together
nity, will be struck with terror to find the de- The Object of His Coming with them,” shall be caught up and be for-
lusive mirage break up before the glare of ever with the Lord.

the flaming skies and the catastrophe of Ja The general oruniversal resurrection The reason the wicked are not mentioned
ruined world. The Demases who have for- of all the dead. in this scripture is because the apostle was

saken Him for the world, the Judases who There will be millions of people, goodreating directly on the hope of the church.
have betrayed Him and all the apostates el bad, living upon the earth when Chri8¥hen the Lord Himself shall descend from
blasphemers who have despised His nagwmes. These, Paul tells us, will not taskeaven with a shout, not only will the righ-
and trampled on His blood, will stand aghadeath, but “shall all be changed, in a momet¢pus dead hear His voice, but the wicked
when the great day of His wrath shall break the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpalso will come forth at the same time. “For
upon their sight. for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shl houris coming, in the which all that are
It was a day of anger when the deludee raised incorruptible, and we shall bia the graves shall hear his voice, and shall
burst upon a degenerate world and ovehanged.” | Carl5:51, 52. No one will denycome forth; they that have done good, unto
whelmed its despairing millions in one conthat the apostle here speaks of a resurrectiba resurrection of life; and they that have
mon grave. But this day exceeds them alhich includes the church, and mark the fadbne evil, unto the resurrection of damna-
for it is the day when time has run its coursthat the trump which calls them forth is calletibn.” Jn. 5:28, 29. This scripture forever de-
when universal retribution shall be rewardethe “last trump.” By this we are to understarmolishes the theory of an intervening thou-
when God Himself shall come down to takibat all the dead, both righteous and wickeshnd years between the resurrection of the
vengeance on them that know Him not, amdll come forth at that time, for how couldighteous and that of the wicked.
fires shall envelop the earth in a general caamother trump call forth the wicked a thou-  Christ positively declared that all that are
flagration. sand years after the “last trump” habh the graves, both good and evil, shall hear
Throughout the Neviiestament the mostsounded? Preposterous. The languageHis voice and come forth in the same “hdur
solemn chages and warnings are given to theear “The trumpet ['last trump’] shall sound Daniel, looking forward with prophetic eye
church to be ready for that great and awfahd [all] the dead shall be raised...and we the very end of time, beholds this univer-
event. “Watch therefore; for ye know nofthe living] shall be changed.” sal resurrection, and thus describes it: “And
what hour your Lord doth come. Therefore “But | would not have you to be igno-many of them that sleep in the dust of the
be ye also ready: for in such an hour as sant, brethren, concerning them which asarth shall awake, some to everlasting life,
think not the Son of man cometh.” Mattasleep, that ye sorrow not, even as othensd some to shame and everlasting con-
24:42, 44While to the masses Christom- which have no hope. For if we believe tha¢mpt.” Dan. 12:2. This text is rendered in
ing will be a great surprise, His faithful churciesus died and rose again, even so them aleangs LiteralTranslation as follows: “And
will be “looking for and hasting unto the comwhich sleep in Jesus will God bring with himthe multitude of those sleeping in the dust of
ing of the day of God.” “But ye, brethrenfor this we say unto you by the word of thithe ground do awake, some to life age-dur-
are not in darkness, that that day should ovkprd, that we which are alive and remain untng, and some to reproaches, to abhorrence
take you as a thiefre are the children ofthe coming of the Lord shall not prevent theage-during.” Here again, it is taught that the
light, and the children of the day: we are nathich are asleep. For the Lord himself shallhole multitude of the dead, both righteous
of the night, nor of darkness. Therefore ldiescend from heaven with a shout, with tlaad wicked, will come forth in the last day
us not sleep, as do others; but let us watabice of the archangel, and with the trump of  In Pauls defense before Felix, he boldly
and be sobérl Thess. 5:4-6. God: and the dead in Christ shall rise firstieclares “that there shall be a resurrection of
Then we which are alive and remain shall ltkee dead, both of the just and unjust.” Acts
With His Saints: “Them also which sleep incaught up together with them in the cloud24:15. How many resurrections? fesur-
Jesus will God bring with him.” | Thess. 4:140 meet the Lord in the air: and so shall wection of the dead.” Who are included in that
“At the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ witkever be with the Lord.” | Thess. 4:13-17. resurrection? Both “the just and unjust.” So
all his saints.” 1 Thess. 3:13. The spirits will Here we are plainly told that the resupositively teaches the immutable word of
return in that day and reanimate the bodiexction of the dead will take place at the vetyuth. Could language more clearly teach but
just raised. time “the Lord himself shall descend fronone literal resurrection, and that resurrection
heaven with a shout...and with the trump efiade up of righteous and of unrighteous?
With a Shout “For the Lord himself shall God"-the last trump. The order of the resur- The Revelator says that when “he
descend from heaven with a shout, with thection is also clearly given. All that “are aliveometh with clouds,” “every eye shall see
voice of the archangel, and with the trump ahd remain unto the coming of the Lord shdilm, and they also which pierced him.” Rev

God.” 1 Thess. 4:16. not prevent them which are asleep. For...the7. This clearly proves that both classes of
dead in Christ shall rise first.” “@&/who are the human family will be raised at that time.
Quickly: “For as the lightning cometh out ofiving, who survive to behold the appearing Continued on Page 8
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Tim LaHaye and Jerry Jenkins has mangher in a literal, political kingdom
waiting for events to start taking placeherein they would be delivered from
which will never happen. their enemies, recover the land of Palestine
- The Bible fact of the matter is—th@nd have Him reign in another golden era
End'Tl me glorious second coming of Jesus Chrifstr Israel. Largely due to these false
will come in a most visible and gloriouseachings, Israel rejected their Messiah.
Erro rS manner, in the which the just and the Striking parallel, is it not? An earthly
unjust will be resurrected, and the finkingdom, with earthly and political events!
Judgment will begin. This is the last da@onsequently, many missed entering the
Sis. Susan Mutch and time will then cease to be. Everyomspiritual kingdom which Jesus established
will be rewarded according to the deedsd His first coming.
done in the body and will go to either Likewise, manytoday, while awaiting
When Jesustold the disciples that tteeaven or hell. No millennial period oan age which will not come, are missing
temple would be destroyed, they askedrth will ensue, as the earth will meéintering into the true kingdom of God and
Him when that would be, and also whatith fervent heat. reigning therein. They may tell you all
would be the sign of His coming and ofthe “Wherefore, beloved, seeing that yabout an “antichrist” and a “tribulation,”
end of the world. Jesus answered, “Tak@ok for such things, be diligent that ybut cannot testify to a present deliverance
heed that no man deceive you. For thereny be found of him in peacejthout from the power of darkness (sin), and of
shall arise false Christs, and false prophetpot, and blamelesdl Pet. 3:14. being translated into the kingdom of His
and shall shew great signs and wonders; As one writer stated, the devil workdear Son (Col. 1:13).
insomuch that, if it were possible, thetp deceive people in these two ways— While the devil has people diverted
shall deceive the very elect.” Matt. 24:4bome other way than Christ, or some otldue to misinerpretation of many scriptures,
and 24. time than now. One of the underlyingyarticularly in Revelation, souls are
When it comes to end-time theoriedamaging effects of the millenniablinded to the truth which is really
today, there is no shortage of false proph&tsching is a “second chance theorygdntained therein. Consequently, they are
with their predictions of great signs anthough they would not teach this outrighbeing exposed to the workings of seducing
wonders. Premillennialists top the list wit®ome will undoubtedly put off diligentlyspirits and are become the victims of
their dire, science fiction-like predictionseeking for real salvation until they saeligious deceptions&
of events—a secret rapture, a grethe “signs” beginning to take place. Then
tribulation, the rise of a world powethey will get down to business, or so they

antichrist, Armageddon, and so on. Thhink, albeit subconsciously. What Near the End

problem is, it is all unscriptural! unutterable horror will take hold upormime moves on with solemn footsteps,
The words that Jesus told thsuch when Christ's coming will bring As it nears the final shore.
Sadducees fit very well today for théhem directly to the White Throne Fastthe sun of earth is sinking,
professing Christian world—Ye do errJudgment. Soon our world shall be no more.
not knowing the scripturésSound, Bible There is a remarkable parallel in th&he seventh trumpet now is sounding,
teaching can destroy every one of thesgsconceptions popularly held by the To prepare the holy bride;
millennial myths and enlighten honegieople both at Christ’s first coming and Many on the golden altar,
souls with a proper construction on thelitis second. Prior to the Babylonian Purified, made white and tried.
misinterpreted scriptures. captivity, the Levites were the ones to

Many adherents of these teachings dopy and explain the written law. After The final trump is yet to summon
not even understand the fundamentalstbé exile, certain Jewish teachers, called Us before the Judgment seat.
real, Bible salvation, let alone trying tecribes, who were trained laymen, rose to Then the time of our frail planet,
unravel the highly symbolical languagprominence. Not only did they copy the  Will be said to be complete.
of Revelation and the prophecies of Danielritten law, but they formulated detailed How the wicked will be wailing
Such seem easily led down the gardemes made by later authorities, with their  And the righteous over-joyed,
path of error to fantastical end-timspeculations and interpretations of th@/hen with fire the heaven’s are burning,
“prophecies” by millennial dreamers o$criptures. This was called the oral law or And the earth shall be destroyed.
our day. In fact, this “seem right” way ishe traditions of the elders. They
welltrodden as these premillennial erroiscorporated this into the Talmud, which While false prophets are confiding,
hold prominence in this almost Biblewas accepted with more authoritythanthe  In a foolish, erring dream,
illiterate generation. scriptures themselves by the time Christ ~ Of millennial enjoyments,

Movies and books on the end-timesame. Consequently Jesus denounced@hey neglect the cleansing stream.
are capturing the minds of the public. Thlem, saying they had “made the word o®h, poor sinner! don’t believe them!

sweeping propagation of such is deepeni@gd of none effect with [their] traditions.”  There will be no age to come;

the religious deception of literallyMk. 7:13. If in life you find not Jesus,
multitudes of people. The incredibly From these uninspired writings, the Death will seal your awful doom.
popular “Left Behind” series of books bylews wrongly expected their Messiah to —W. Schell (Edited)
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Doctrinal Err ors of Premillennialists

The Rapture:

The belief in a secret resurrection (carrying away)
believers only, some time before the second coming
Christ.

T

The Great Tribulation:

A sevenyear period of severe judgment and persecution|
which they expect to take place on the earth prior to a
thousand year reign.

The Antichrist:

The millennialists’ expected world ruler who is to arise
during the years of the “great tribulation.” In the “Left
Behind” series, this world ruler dies and then is
“resurrected” and indwelt by Satan himself. This
“antichrist” then declares himself to be God.

The Mark of the Beast:
The Antichrist (or Beast) is to impose upon everyone tn

receiving of his mark, without which, none can buy or se
Those who refuse, they believe will be killed.

The Battle of Armageddon:

The last great battle at the end of time, which they belié'Illél'estament and symbolical of the same for spiritual Israel-G
hchurch—today. It is not a literal, physical battle yet to take pl

will be aliteral, physical battle that takes place on the ea

The 1000 Year Reign:

An earthly kingdom with Christ that millennialists believe
is yet to come.

. doctrines and beliefs they adhere to. One cannot buy and

What the Bible Teaches

There is no biblical foundation for this doctrine. Adherepts
misinterpret | Thess. 4:15-17 and Matt. 24:40. Rap
theology ends up teaching a third coming of Christ—fir
His birth in Bethlehem, second in His secret comin
snatch away the just before the tribulations of the end ti
and third at the end of the world to reign in glory. The Bible

teaches only one general resurrection at Christ’'s se¢ond
coming, in which both the just and unjust will be raised.

Back in AD 96, the apostle John said he was already inthe
kingdom andintribulation (Rev. 1:9). Paulwas in tribulatipn

(I Thess. 3:4). In speaking of the destruction of the temple
(AD 70), Jesus said there would be great tribulation (Matt.
24:21, Dan. 9:26-27). Jesus told His followers that they
would have tribulation (Jn. 16:33.) The martyrs wgnt
through great tribulation and so have saints all through|the
ages. No scriptures refer to a 7 year tribulation to cone.

The term antichristis found 4 times in the Bible, all in Johp’s
epistles—1Jn. 2:18, 22; 4:3; 11 In. 1:7. These declare therg are
many antichrists, that to deny the Father and Son makes§ one
an antichrist, deceivers are antichrists, and that &
and it was already working in John’s time, which he called
the “lasttime” meaning the gospel day, the last dispensgtion
of mercy to mankind. Any person or system of religion that
opposes or lowers the standard of the gospel is an antichrist.

ome
ces,
alse
sell
o
nd

In Revelation, beasts represent false systems of religion. S
pagans of old wore the mark of their particular gods on their fa
and people today receive the mark of the beast by the

(have fellowship) with those having the mark of false religi
unless they sell the truth—"buy the truth and sell it not"-a
tolerate unbiblical teachings and fellowships.

nt
DId
bd’s
ace
een
in
false

“Armageddon”is only found in Rev. 16:16. It means hill or mou
of Megiddo, a place of decisive battles for Israel in the (

in the far east, but the spiritual warfare God’s children have
fighting all along against good and evil (Eph. 6:12-13), and
these last days where we are seeing the ecumenical union of
religions opposing God’s true church.

The Bible teaches no such literal reign on earth yet to cqme.
Jesus Christ established a spiritual kingdom at His first

coming, which “shall never be destroyed...and it shall stand
forever” (Dan. 2:44). A premillennialist wrote, “Th
amillennial view advocates a present, but pessimistic, spir
reign of Christ.” To the contrary, there is nothing pessimi
about the good news of the gospel that gives us pow
reign over sin, the flesh and the devil in this present wo

a)

tual
5tic
pr to
rid.
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The Second Coming Soon Christ will leave His mediatoriajudge nothing before the time, until the Lord
Continued from Page 5 throne for the judgment seat. Then the wortdme, who both will bring to light the hid-
will be without an advocate, without a Savden things of darkness, and will make mani-
iour, or further opportunity of salvatioithe fest the counsels of the hearts.” | Cé15,
There is no appeal from it. “And | saw a greatdemption plan will then have been finishetk-or what is a man profited, if he shall gain
white throne, and him that sat on it...And The sacrifice for sins wasfefed; the gos- the whole world, and lose his own soul? or
saw the dead, small and great, stand befpet was published to all nations; Christ comegat shall a man give in exchange for his
God: and the books were opened; and an-the clouds of heaven; the judgment is segul? For the Son of man shall come in the
other book was opened, which is the book ahd eternal rewards and punishments alery of his Father with his angels; and then
life; and the dead were judged out of thoseeted out to all men; Christ delivers up thee shall reward every man according to his
things which were written in the books, adkingdom to the Fathe®o, | Cor15:22-28 is works.” Matt. 16:26, 27. “But after thy hard-
cording to their works. And the sea gave ujiterly fatal to the millennial heresfpr in- ness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto
the dead which were in it...and they wergtead of Christ setting up the kingdom, it poghyself wrath against the day of wrath and
judged every man according to theitively says that at the time of His coming Heevelation of the righteous judgment of God;
works...And whosoever was not found writwill “deliver up” the kingdom which He nowWho will render to every man according to
ten in the book of life was cast into the lakgossesses and over which He now reigjas.his deeds.” Rom. 2:5-6. “And, behold, | come
of fire.” Rev. 20:11-15. sum up all the foregoing scriptures, the fodruickly; and my reward is with me, to give
Here again we see all the dead comitmwing facts are clearly taught: every man according as his work shall be.
forth from land and sea, and immediately the 1st. There will be a literal resurrectiomde that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and
judgment scene follows, and the separatinom literal graves. he which is filthy let him be filthy still: and
of the righteous and wicked, “and whosoever 2nd. This resurrection will take place thie that is righteous, let him be righteous still:
was not found written in the book of life wagstant of Chrisg coming. and he that is holyet him be holy still.” Rev
cast into the lake of fire.” The language 3rd. It will be universal. “All that are in22: 12, 1.
clearly implies that in that day of final exthe graves shall hear his voice, and shall come That a millennial age will follow Christ’
amination, some will be found in the book dbrth.” second coming is utterly refuted. The rev-
life and others not. “He shall rise again in  4th. Being universal, it includes the twelation of Jesus Christ from heaven will be
the resurrectiomat the last day Jn. 11:24. great classes of the human family—"they thtite time of the general judgment, the reward
Who, but such as are blinded by deceptidmve done good and they that have done euilf'the righteous, and the perdition of the un-
can fail to see that in these texts but one res- Having proved that the universal resugodly.
urrection, the “resurrection of the dead"—atkection of all the dead will take place the in- Let us briefly glance at the foregoing
the dead-is spoken of; and that resurrectisiant of Chriss coming, we will now provetexts.As before observed, IMim. 4:1, 8
will take place “at the last day”? that the judgment scene immediately followproves that Christ will judge the quick and
“For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ the dead “at his appearing” (not a thousand
shall all be made alive. But every man in hi2. The general judgment, the eward of years after), and in that day the righteous will
order: Christ the first-fruits; afterward theythe righteous, and the punishment of the be crowned. | Cor4:5 also proves that the
that are Chriss at his cominglhen cometh wicked. judgment will take place when the Lord
the end, when he shall have delivered up the “Who shall give account to him that icsomes who “will bring to light the hidden
kingdom to God, even the Father; when heady to judge the quick and the dead.” | P#tings of darknessYes, dear readen that
shall have put down all rule and all authori#:5. “And he commanded us to preach untdiay “God shall bring every work into judg-
and powerFor he must reign, till he hath puthe people, and to testify that it is he whiament, with every secret thing, whether it be
all enemies under his feet.” | Cdb:22-25. was ordained of God to be the judge of quigood or whether it be evil.” Eccl. 12:14. And
This text is clear and conclusive. (1) Aind dead.” Acts 10:42. “every idle word that men shall speak, they
of Adam’s race will be raised from the dead. ~When will this judgment take place? Anshall give account thereof in the day of judg-
(2) This will take place at Chrigt’coming. swer: “I chage thee therefore before Godnent.” Matt. 12:36.
(3) Then cometh the end. “Then the end” @nd the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge In Matt. 16:26, 27 is a blast of warning
the correct rendering. The millennial advahe quick and the dead at his appearing aodall men that Christ will come in the glory
cate says that after the resurrection of thdns kingdom.” “Henceforth there is laid upf His Father‘and then [at that time] he shalll
that are Chriss at His coming, the kingdomfor me a crown of righteousness, which theward every man according to his works,”
will be set up, and Christ will reign upon earthord, the righteous judge, shall give me and then there shall be no more escape from
with His saints one thousand years, aftrat day: and not to me onlyut unto all them sin, but the wicked shall have forever lost
which the wicked will be raised. Nothing o&lso that love his appearing.”Tim. 4:1, 8. their soul. Rom. 2:5, 6 is a solemn warning
the kind is hinted at in the text. In fact it Thank God for this clear testimarin- to ungodly men who oppose the truth, and
proves directly to the oppositdith the res- stead of setting up a millennial reign, it ipresume upon Gosl’'merciesTo such, the
urrection of them that are Christomes the positively declared that Christ will judge theevelation of Jesus Christ from heaven will
end. “Then the end, when he shall have degick” (just changed) and the “dead” (jusbe a day of wrath, when God shall “render to
livered up pot set upthe kingdom to God.” raised from their graves) at His appearingyery man according to his deeds.” Rev
“Then the end”-the end of time, the end aind at that time the apostle and all who lo2@:11, 12 also proves that the instant of
probation, the end of this world. His appearing will be crowned. “Therefor€hrist’s coming shall eternally fix the fate of
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all men, whether pure or filthjAmen.The the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven.”
fact that all, both righteous and wicked, wilhstead of setting up a kingdom, and reign-
be judged at the same time, is fatal ing a thousand years here upon earth for the
millenniumism. But such is the plain testieonversion of the millions who in life rejected
mony of scripture. His offered mercies, He will come “in flam-
“And | saw the dead, small and greaing fire taking vengeance on them that know
stand before God; and the books wen®t God, and that obey not the gospel of our
opened; and another book was opened, whiahrd Jesus Christ.” And mark the fact that
is the book of life: and the dead were judgedl this will take place “when he shall come
out of those things which were written in this be glorified in his saints, and to be ad-
books, according to their works...And whomired in all them that believe.” Thus the re-
soever was not found written in the book efarding of the righteous and the punishing
life was cast into the lake of fire.” Re®0:12- of the wicked will take place at the same time,
15. Here is pictured the manner of the judthe time of Chris8 coming. So positively
ment. asserts th@vord of GodWhosoever teaches
First. When Christ comes, seated updo the contrary contradicts these scriptures
the “great white throne” (vs.1], the dead and the many other texts already cited.
shall stand before God. “For we must all ap- In different places it is said that Christvhen not one text in the Bible teaches such a
pear before the judgment seat of Christ; thaill come “with power and great gloiythe thing ?
every one may receive the things done in Higory of the Fathel' The text quoted above  God's wrath upon the ungodlgnd the
body, according to that he hath done, whethgroves that this awful glory is what will drivareward of the saints is all given in the day
it be good or bad.” Il Cob:10. “We shall all the wicked in everlasting destruction frorwhen the dead are judged; which, as before
stand before the judgment seat of Christ... $lis presence to the flames of eternal hell. Mooved, takes place at Christtoming.
then every one of us shall give account ohe can enjoy the fellowship and compaf¥hen the Son of man shall come in his glory
himself to God.” Rom. 14:10-12. ionship of the Creatpbut those who in life and all the holy angels with him, then shall
Thank God for the hammer of truthive upon the plane of His nature, and poke sit upon the throne of his glory: And be-
which demolishes every false doctrine aless His holiness. Howhen, can any soulfore him shall be gathered all nations: and he
devils. Oh, how clear the testimony! Theith the smallest spot of sin hope to starghall separate them one from anotteer a
dead-all the dead—"small and great,” “godatfore God in the awful day of His cominghepherd divideth his sheep from the goats:
and bad,” “shall all stand before the judgnd judgment? Oh, how many plain and s@nd he shall set the sheep [righteous] on his
ment seat of Christ” in that great d&yd emn warnings God has given to all men afjht hand, but the goats [wicked] on the left.
then, says the apostle, “every one of us shhilht day when all must either stand or fall ihen shall the King say unto them on his right
give account of himself to God,” “that everyhe presence of His majesty and glory! Nmand, Come, ye blessed of my Fathdrerit
one may receive the things done in his hodnholy man can endure the presence of Giba kingdom prepared for you from the foun-
according to that he hath done, whether it bad His divine glory dation of the world...Then shall he say also
good or bad.” Whatsoever a man soweth that “As it was in the days of Lot; they didunto them on the left hand, Depart from me,
shall he also reap. eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, thgg cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for
SecondThe books will be opened, anglanted, they builded; but the same day thtae devil and his angels...And these shall go
the dead shall be judged out of those thingst went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimaway into everlasting punishment: but the
which are written in the books, according tstone from heaven, and destroyed them aighteous unto life eternal.” Matt. 25:31-46.
their works. Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son Why multiply texts of scripture? Noth-
Third. And whosoever was not foundf man is revealed.” Lk. 17: 28-30. This texhg is said about setting up a kingdom and
written in the book of life was cast into thés too clear to need comment. “For if Gotkigning a thousand years. Such a belief is
lake of fire. This proves that in the final exspared not...the old world, but saved Nodhe result of a faith that lives outside of the
amination some will be found in the book af..bringing in the flood upon the world oBible. On the contraryvhat is the plain teach-
life and others not. “When the Lord Jesuke ungodly; and turning the cities of Sodoing of Jesus? A final and eternal separation
shall be revealed from heaven with his mightnd Gomorrah into ashes condemned thefthe righteous and wicked, the rewarding
angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance anith an overthrowmaking them an ensampl®f the righteous, and the casting of the wicked
them that know not God, and that obey nohto those that after should live ungodly...thato everlasting punishment, will all take
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Whoord knoweth how...to reserve the unjugilace “when the Son of man shall come in
shall be punished with everlasting destruanto the day of judgment to be punished.” his glory”
tion from the presence of the Lord, and froet. 2:4-9.
the glory of his power; when he shall come Is it not astonishing that men, in the face 3. The utter consuming of the earth.
to be glorified in his saints, and to be a@f such scriptures as this can become so sub- Both the Old and the NewWestament
mired in all them that believe...in that day verted as to teach that Christ will come artdach that this earth will have an end; that it
Il Thess. 1:7-10. This text also clearly proveset up a literal kingdom and reign for theill finally pass out of existence. “Of old hast
that the punishment of the wicked and tlownversion of the world? How in the nam#hou laid the foundation of the earth; and the
reward of the righteous will be given “wheif reason can men believe such doctrinesavens are the work of thy hands. They shall

Page 9 *** The Gospel Trumpet



perish, but thou shalt endure.” Psa. 102:25-

26. “Lift up your eyes to the heavens and look

upon the earth beneath; for the heavens shall

vanish away like smoke, and the earth shall . .

wax old like a garment.” Isa. 51:6. “Heaven Eve rIaSU ng P un |Sh ment
and earth shall pass awaylatt. 24:35. How

clear the testimony! This place, called the

earth, shall perish.

Now when will all this take place? An-  The subject of the final destiny o&ll the nations that forget God” (Psa.
swer “And | saw a great white throne, anthose who persist in a life of wickedne€s17). “Depart from me, ye cursed, into
him that sat on it, from whose face the earttas not been left to the mere opinions e¥erlasting fire, prepared for the deviland
and the heaven fled away; and there wasen, but is a matter of revelation in thHais angels.” Matt. 25:41. “How can ye
found no place for them. And | saw the dea@hristian scriptures. Furthermore, thescape the damnation of hell?” Matt:
small and great, stand before God...and tkkowledge which we possess of th&3:33. Hell is an actual place. Its
dead were judged.” Rev0:11-15. This is manner of God’s dealings with sinful mepunishment will be real.
very clearThe coming of Christ, the comingn the past would lead us to conclude that

forth of all the dead from land and sea, tt&#e some time or other justice would be It Will be Everlasting
same being judged, and the wicked cast imweted out to the guilty violators of His | shall now proceed to bring forward
the lake of fire, will be the time when thidaw. the different expressions used inthe Bible

earth will pass away and “no place be found There is now in the world a largéo describe the punishment of the wicked
for it.” Let all our readers prepare for suchamount of perverse teaching and hell, also the duration of that
catastrophe, for as truly as God has spokeentimental talk against the Bible doctriqainishment.
it will come. The “heavens” in these texts resf the punishment of the wicked. Men 1. Punishment The Lord hath
fers to the aerial heavens. have become so hardened through tleserved “the unjust unto the day of
We will next notice the manner in whictdeceitfulness of sin, thatthey imagine thmpidgment to be punished” (Il Pet. 2:9).
it will pass away“But the heavens and th&sod is altogether such as they ar&hey are worthy of a “sorer punishment”
earth, which are novby the same word arandifferent as to whether men do good ¢thhan death without mercy (Heb. 10:28-
kept in store, reserved unto fire against tlewil. Therefore men presume on His mer@g). It will be everlasting. “And these
day of judgment and perdition of ungodlgand go forward in their sins, heaping wghall go away into everlasting punishment”
men...The Lord is not slack concerning hisvrath against the day of wrath an@att. 25:46).
promise, as some men count slackness; bawvelation of the righteous judgment of 2. Death “For the wages of sin is
is longsufering to us-ward, not willing thatGod; who will render to every mardeath” (Rom. 6:23). The death here
any should perish, but that all should consecording to his deeds.” Rom. 2:5-6. mentioned is not that natural death which
to repentance. But the day of the Lord will Hell is not simply a condition, but iscomes to good and bad alike, but it is that
come as a thief in the night; in the which thelso a place, for into it the wicked will beleath which is the direct result of sin, for
heavens shall pass away with a great noiseirned,” yea, “cast into hell,” and therdt is contrasted with eternal life. Natural
and the elements shall melt with fervent heéshall be wailing and gnashing of teethdeath is notthe end of the soul’s conscious
the earth also and the works that are therédiiis not the grave, for the righteous as welkistence, but is simply that state in which
shall be burned up. Seeing then that all these the wicked will go into the grave; buhe human spirit is separated from the
things shall be dissolved, what manner tithe wicked shall be turned into hell” antbody. So also spiritual death is not the
persons ought ye to be in all holy converstiiere exist in conscious suffering, faressation of conscious existence, but is
tion and godliness, looking for and hastintthere shall be wailing and gnashing afimply that state in this world in which the
unto the coming of the day of God, whereitreeth” in that condition and place intsoulis separated from its normal position
the heavens being on fire shall be dissolveghich the lost will be cast. of communion and fellowship with God
and the elements shall melt with fervent Yes, hell is a place; a most terriblEzk. 18:20; Isa. 59:1-2; 1 Tim. 5:6; Eph.
heat?...Wherefore, beloved, seeing that péace; a prepared place. Prepared tid; Col. 2:15 and John 17:5). In like
look for such things, be diligent that ye maywhom? “Prepared for the devil and himanner the eternal death of the soul is not
be found of him in peace, without spot, araingels.” Matt. 25:41. It was not made fdhe end of its conscious existence, but is
blamelessAnd account that the longseifing  man, but was made “for the devil and h&8mply its eternal separation from God.
of our Lord is salvation.” Il Pet. 3:7-15. angels.” The demons know of their comingut natural death is something repulsive.
How clear this testimony! Not only willdoom, therefore those in the deviMen shrink from itand seekto evadeit. It
the works in this earth be consumed, but thessessed men cried out, “What have vgechosen with all its repulsiveness, with
earth itself “shall be burned up,” “dissolved,to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of GodP its horrors—to represent that future
and “melt with fervent heat.” That day of fireart thou come hither to torment us befostate of separation from God—death.
which shall consume this earth, “the day te time?” Matt. 8:29. But while hellwas It will be eternal. “He that believeth
judgment and perdition of ungodly men,” wilhot prepared for men, yetif men choosedn the Son hath everlasting life: and he
be the day of the Lord’'second adverf.  serve the devil, they will share his fate, féhat believeth not the Son shall not see
—H.M. Riggle (Abridged) “the wicked shall be turned into hell, anlife; but the wrath of God abideth on him.”
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John 3:36. shows, butis simply their final and etern
3.DarknessHe “delivered them intoseparation and banishment from t
chains of darkness, to be reserved urifzesence of the Lord.”

ne

CONTACTS

judgment.” Il Pet. 2: 4. According to the 6. Fire: “Shall be in danger of hell-
parable of Christ, the wicked “shall bé&re” (Matt. 5:22). It is “in flaming fire”

castoutinto outer darkness: there shalltat the Lord Jesus will be revealed fro
weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matheaven against wrong-doers (Il Thes
8:12). What a fearful thought! To bd:7-9). Itis called: A “lake of fire.” “But
placedin utter darknessis one ofthe wothe fearful, and unbelieving, and th
punishments inflicted upon men in thisbominable, and murderers, an
world. Adungeon experience is generallyhoremongers, and sorcerers, a

sufficient to break the will of the mosidolaters, and all liars, shall have thei
stubborn, rebellious criminal. Such is theart in the lake which burneth with fire

figure of future punishment. Howterribleand brimstone” (Rev. 21:8). “And
then, the reality must be! But this is nathosoever was not found written in th
all. Instead of being an experience @bok of life was cast into the lake of fire
short duration, as imprisonment in @ev. 20:15).
dungeon, itwillbe forever. “Towhomthe Itwill be never-ending. “Departfrom
mist of darkness is reserved forever” (the, ye cursed, into everlasting fire
Pet. 2:17). “The blackness of darknegsepared for the devil and his angel
forever” (Jude 13). Isthere not one ray @flatt. 25:41). “Are set forth for an
future hope for the wicked man? Answeexample, suffering the vengeance
“When he dieth...he shall go to theternal fire” (Jude 7).
generation of his fathers; they shall There is no way under heaven {
NEVER see light” (Psa. 49:17-19). evade the force of this multitude g
4.Damnation “They that have donescriptures describing the fearful fate (
good, unto the resurrection of life; anthe ungodly. 1. They apply to the wicke

they that have done evil, unto thé.Theyapplytotimebeyondthejudgmemt.BrO-

resurrection of damnation.” John 5:22. The punishment they depictis terribl
This expresses the highest form dihe language describes a future state
condemnation. “Ye shall receive theverlasting punishment—of consciol
greater damnation” (Matt. 23:14). “Howpain, suffering, torment, and
canye escape the damnation of hell?” (wvgretchedness, in hell.

33). Reader, be not deceived by the fal

It will be eternal. “But he is in dangedoctrines of men. Obey the Word of Gq
of eternal damnation” (Mark 3:29). and ‘FLEE FROM THE WRATH TO

5. Destruction This word “destruc- COME” (Matt. 3:7). —F.G. Smith
tion,” as applied to the wicked, signifies,
not the end of their conscious existence,
but their utter misery and ruin. The word
is thus used in the Bible over and over “Where is thy refuge, sinner?
again. For examples, see Prov. 11:9; Ex.Look where your pathway will end.
10:7;18:7; Eccl. 7:16; Hos. 4:6;1sa. 9:16; Repent or you'll perish forever,
Gal. 1:13. “Forwhenthey shall say, Peace = Awful destruction’s at hand.
and safety; then sudden destruction cometh Heaven or hell you are choosing,
upon them...and they shall not escape.”| Fixing and sealing your fate,
Thess. 5:3. “Whose end is destruction.” God and His mercy refusing—
Phil. 3:19. All of the sinner’s plans and Lost! too late!
hopes, yea, even his own noble self which
God created for His own glory, is forever
blighted and gone down into everlasting
misery and ruin—destruction.

It will be everlasting. “Who shall be
punished with everlasting destructionfrom If then you're lost and forgotten,
the presence of the Lord, and from the Writhing in flames of despair,
glory of his power” Il Thess. 1:9. This You willremember you've chosen
everlasting destruction is not the end of To be there.”

Where will you go, poor sinner?
How will your soul escape?
Think of thy lot, when forever
Cast in the dark, burning lake.
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International Camp Meeting

Campground| ©
We send a heartfelt invitation to all seekers of truth D< °>:,
and righteousness who love God and want to S
worship in the Spirit as did the saints in former days. Freay

This is the largest gathering of saints in the earth to
still worship as they did in D.S. Warner's time,
during the Church of God Reformation.

Come and see fervent children, adults and young
people, who have given up the world to follow Jesus.
Hear lively spiritual singing of the songs of Zion,
accompanied by the shouts of God’s people. 170

Accommodation and meals are provided on a free-
will offering basis. There is no plate passed.

West Milton, Ohio

West Milton Memorial Holiness Camp
6390 S. Jay Rd., West Milton

t. Rt. 571

June 5 _— 13 Wes{ Milton
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5.5 miles
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Meetings held daily at 10:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.
(June 13th at 10:30 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.)

Contact Bro. Ray Tinsman (765) 468-7373
Lodging: Bro. Kenneth Abbott (937) 837-8711
Campground: (937) 698-9387
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