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The whole design of God was
to restore man to His image
and raise him from the ruins

of his fall. In a word, to make him
perfect–to blot out all his sins, purify
his soul, and fill him with all holiness,
so that no unholy temper, evil desire,
or impure affection or passion shall
either lodge or have any being within
him. This and this only is true
religion, or Christian perfection and
a less salvation than this would be
dishonourable to the sacrifice of
Christ and the operation of the Holy
Ghost…Call it by what name we
please, it must imply the pardon of
all transgression and the removal of
the whole body of sin and death.

This, then, is what I plead for,
pray for, and heartily recommend to
all true believers, under the name of
Christian perfection.   Adam Clarke

True Religion

“Ye shall know them by their fruits.
Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of
thistles? Even so every good tree bringeth
forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth
forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring
forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree
bring forth good fruit. Every tree that
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn
down, and cast into the fire. Wherefore
by their fruits ye shall know them.” Matt.
7:16-20.

Bless the heart of Jesus. How kind
He is to use everyday things to teach
spiritual lessons. Otherwise, there would
be much room for different interpretations
of what He said. But He is clear and
concise, and there is no mistaking what
He meant.

Here we have Him laying down the
distinguishing marks of those who profess
true religion and those who follow false
prophets. Lest we be confused by the

multitudes who profess the name of
Christ, as to which ones are truly His
disciples, He gives us the simple test.
“Ye shall know them by their fruits.”
Fruits–what is being produced by their
experience, marks of identification that
bear unmistakable testimony as to what
manner of persons they truly are. No
need to be led astray. No need to be
confused, wondering which church is
right, or who the true children of God are.
The proof is in their fruits.

There is a strong (and I will add,
rather ungodly) attitude among professing
religionists in our day that would deny us
the right that Jesus gives us to examine
fruit. “Do not judge,” they bark, twisting
the words of Jesus into something He
never meant for them to say. No, the
same Jesus who advised against
hypocritical judgment (Matt. 7:1-5), also

Continued on Page 7

Ye Shall Know Them

Bro. Daniel Eichelberger

By Their Fruits
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Anti-Denominational Holiness Paper

Jesus deeply loves every one. He surely proved this when
He condescended to take on the form of a man and endured the
extreme reproach and sufferings of the cross. His earnest
desire is that all would receive the great salvation that He died
to bring us.

Consider the burden of Jesus as we hear Him sounding a
warning in Matthew 24:24: “For there shall arise false Christs,
and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders;
insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very
elect.” False prophets and false ways. False doctrines and false
churches. Looking ahead, His heart of love must have groaned
to think of the multitudes of souls whom He died to save, being
led astray by all the false religion that would arise over the
centuries. Oh, what countless bypaths the devil has invented to
deceive the multitudes!

So great has been the apostasy from truth over almost two
thousand years, that few people even have a concept of what
salvation is, of what the church of God is. Look around at the
religious world today and you will find very, very little that
resembles the church of the New Testament.

The apostle Paul warned in 2 Tim. 3:1-5 that “in the last
days perilous times shall come.” Perilous because of all the
forms of religion. Religion without power and without God.
Religion that does not produce holy living, without which we
cannot see God. It will lead to hell, not heaven.

Dear reader, since such a peril most surely exists, dare we
do any less than to earnestly search the scriptures for ourselves
and allow every tradition and doctrine we have ever believed
to be tried under the divine light of the Bible? “Thy word is a
lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” Psa. 119:105.

Remember, Jesus Himself warned that many false ministers
would arise. Hence, all should try their minister by the Bible.
How does he live? What is he teaching? Does it fit what the
Bible teaches? If not, forsake him! If your church does not fit
the New Testament pattern of the church of the living God,
forsake it! This is what Jesus was warning us about. Thousands
may believe just as you do, but that does not mean they are on
the right path.

God is intent in His desire to commune with man. That
is why the Bible, that precious Book of Life, has been
preserved for us down through the ages. In a humble and
teachable spirit, prayerfully search the scriptures and ask God
to deliver you from every false way and lead you in the path of
life. Your eternal soul is at stake.

Truly, salvation is the sweetest thing mortal could find. It
is also the most invaluable thing to find in this life, for without
it, one cannot be prepared to meet God and escape eternal
destruction.“And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall
search for me with all your heart.” Jer. 29:13.    S. Mutch
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Testimonies & Letters

California, USA: I am thankful to be
saved and to be in the church of God and
not have to be in another place. Please
pray for me that I can make it all the way.

Bro. Ruben Gomez (Age 10)

Alaska, USA: Praise the Lord! I’m so
thankful to have a testimony of the Lord
in my life today. I am completely
sanctified to Him and more than willing
to let Him change and mold me any way
He wants. I do need a lot of re-molding,
but what a privilege it is to be worked on
by the Lord! He’s the Master Craftsman
and He wants to work on me! Glory!! I
used to let the world shape me any way it
pleased. The world’s work only left me
more blemished and bruised until I
thought I was twisted beyond repair. Then
the Master Craftsman got a hold of me!
Now He is cleaning me up and fitting me
for His service and I am so thankful!

I was reading in Isaiah yesterday and
came across the verse which says,
“Whereas thou hast been forsaken and
hated, so that no man went through thee,
I will make thee an eternal excellency, a
joy of many generations.” (60:15) I
understand that to be talking about the
church, but since the church includes me,
I could rejoice! To think of myself now as
an “eternal excellency”–PRAISE BE TO
GOD!! It’s better than all my worldly
dreams combined!

With all this glory comes a fear as I
realize this only comes from my staying
close to the Lord. Oh, but then I get
encouraged again as I can see that He is
even helping with that too! I want
everybody to experience this great
salvation! It’s having a mighty and all-
encompassing effect on my life–turning
an old common sinner into an eternal
excellency!     Sis. Kristine Hartlieb

Ohio, USA: Praise the Lord! I have been
saved since August 2005, and I can say
that I am going from glory to glory! I
thank God for a real salvation experience
that has saved me from all sin!

This, however, hasn’t always been
my testimony. I used to think that I was a
good Christian girl, while at the same
time I was sinning every day. Yet the
Lord was dealing with me. He had given
me a longing in my soul for a real
experience with Him.

When the time came for me to be
baptized in my “church,” I thought that
baptism would help me to be closer to
God. I had a head knowledge that baptism

Kyrgyzstan: All honour and praise to
Jesus Christ for His love and eternal life.
He gives us rest and comforts everyone
who calls upon Him. How good it is to
live in the house of God and to be one in
Jesus.

I thank God for the sisters and
brothers in Jesus living in Germany. The
love of God flows out of them. T hey pray
for me, and we are one body. All honour
be to Jesus.    Sis. B. Limarowa

Texas, USA: Praise the Lord for salvation.
Oh, I’m so thankful to be saved and in the
church of God. Thank the Lord for a
congregation here in Texas. I pray the
Lord will draw souls to His wonderful
church. May the Lord help us that we can
truly be the light to people around us.

I remember back when the Lord
began to deal with me when I was yet in
Babylon. I thank God for His mercy and
patience on me. I didn’t know what to do.
I looked for something better. I had been
in many different churches, if you would
call them that. The Lord kept showing
me they were not it. He said look at their
teaching and how they live. Is that what
the Bible says? Does it match with the
Word of God? I saw that it did not.

But thanks be unto the Lord, one day

was only an outward sign, but my soul
longed for a relationship with God. I
thought, “As soon as the water is poured
on my head, then I’ll be spiritual.” But
after the water was poured on my head, I
was still only a wet sinner.

I thank God for His church and for
His faithful ministers that led me out of
that confusion! Salvation makes me
happy all the time! I have no desire for
those things that I used to do. I have no
desire for the world. It was only the Lord
that could have translated me from the
kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of
His dear Son! I thank God for what He
has done for my soul.     Sis. Amie Keim

He took me to the church in Chihuahua,
Mexico. There it was that I saw the church
in action. It was not saying one thing and
doing another. Let me tell you the Bible
says, I don’t know how many times, that
you have to be doers of the Word.

There are many so-called preachers
who are too lazy to work, and so they say
they are called to preach, and  they draw
many people into false teachings. I want
to tell you if somebody is called from the
Lord, he will not teach you the false
doctrine of sin-you-must. He will surely
tell you the truth, whether it hurts the
flesh or not. If you believe any of those
false teachings, you will be destroyed
with them (Jer.14:14-16). Listen to what
those preachers are saying, and then pray
the Lord to show you what the Bible says.

Only by honestly asking the Lord
can you know what the Bible says. The
Lord is not the author of confusion (1
Cor. 14:33). So if you are listening to
preaching that does not cut against your
flesh, you are not hearing the truth. The
flesh is against the Spirit, and the Spirit
against the flesh (Gal. 5:17).

I appreciate being a part of the blessed
church of God. With the help of the Lord
I will press on all the way to heaven.
Jesus told Nicodemus that if you are not
born again you can not enter into heaven.
John 3:3-7.  Bro. Jacob Rempel

Philippines: Praise the Lord! I am so
thankful to the Lord for I am saved and
that I can make sure that heaven is my
home. Thank God for the church of
God which the Lord bought with His
own blood. Thank God for a zealous
people that can make you think right,
give instruction for righteousness, and
that are really holding the truth. People
that can make you able to know how to
become a true Christian, that can feed
souls and make you satisfied. I am so

India:  Brother, thank you so much for
your prayer support. Yesterday some non-
christians attacked me and warned me
they would kill me at any time. For the
past month they have a goal to kill me. I
heard that many times they came to search
for me when I was in New Delhi. My life
is only for my Christ. Any time He wants
to take me, let Him, because I am His
slave. Please kindly don’t forget me and
our saints in Chattisgarh, especially for
protection. Bro. Saroj Hial



4 The Gospel Trumpet

Zacatecas, Mexico: Praise the Lord,
saints. I am thankful for the power of the
Lord. Last week I had a pain in my body,
and it was almost unbearable. I went to
the Lord in earnest prayer, and thank the
Lord, He answered my prayer and took
the pain away.

My desire is to have more faith in
God that I can know without a doubt that
He’s going to answer my prayers. Prov.
3:5 says, “Trust in the Lord with all thine
heart; and lean not unto thine own
understanding.” I’m thankful that I can

Oklahoma, USA: I want to give God the
glory for all the wonderful things He has
done for me. He cleansed my soul over
two years ago, has kept me free from sin,
and is taking me down the path He has set
for me to make heaven my home.

“And I will bring the blind by a way
that they knew not; I will lead them in
paths that they have not known:  I will
make darkness light before them and
crooked things straight. These things will
I do unto them and not forsake them.” Isa.
42:16.

I was not looking to be saved, but the
Lord had different plans in mind. The
Lord had been dealing with me by
showing me how wrong my life was and
I was making a choice whether I wanted
to go to heaven or hell. I knew I should
not be drinking, smoking and using drugs,
but I could not quit. I had tried many
times but always went back to them. The
devil had a strong hold, but, thank the
Lord, He is stronger. The moment I got
saved all my cravings for those things
went away. It took the Lord and His
wonderful power and blood. I had to let

California, USA: Saints, I just want to
say that I am so thankful to be saved and
to be sanctified. I am so thankful to be set
free from the bondage of this world. I am
glad that I don’t have to fall into peer
pressure. I don’t have to follow the trend
of this world. I don’t have to do what I
don’t want to do anymore. It thrills my
soul just to know that this is not the end
of it, there is something else better on the
other side. It is a win-win situation! We
are set free from the bondage of this
sinful world and we will be spending
eternity with Jesus. Oh, glory! “What a
day that will be when my Jesus I shall
see!”

Saints, it will be worth it all when we
see Jesus. I don’t understand why people
do not want to get saved. There is nothing
in the world. I know, because I have been
there. I would never trade salvation for
anything. I love the Lord with all of my
heart. He’s done so much for me, the
least that I could do is to give my all to
Him. My life would be such a mess if it
was not for Him. I appreciate Him very
much. I ask that you would pray for me
that I would never disappoint Him.

Sis. Jobelle Manalastas

Baja California, Mexico: Praise the
Lord! I am thankful to God for saving me
and giving me liberty. It is so wonderful
to be in the church of God. I have found
the place of holy ground. It is truly a
blessing to my soul. Today I can feel joy
in my soul. I just want to say that this is
my home. I have decided that the church
of God is the one true church. There is
nothing better than serving God.

I am so thankful for a Holy Spirit
filled ministry that can instruct us and
help lead us in this holy way. I love this
strait and narrow way. I am determined to
end this way. I am well and very
encouraged to go on in the joy of the
Lord. I want more of Him in my life and
more fire of heaven. Serving the Lord is
a wonderful thing.   Sis. Melissa Pérez

glad and so privileged that I can know
and be a part of this kind of people. I will
hold fast instruction and I will not let her
go. I will keep her. She is my life.
Whatever may happen, I will be faithful
and I want to learn more of all the things
of the Spirit. I will firmly stand on what
I believe. Thank God for correction for
righteousness in all the wrong that I have
done. I want to know His ways for He
will direct my paths. It is so wonderful and
I want to say that there is nothing that can
take my salvation.  I love the church of
God.      Sis. Riza Villanueva

trust Him, and I just want to trust Him
more. I’m encouraged in the work of the
Lord. Sis. Tina Dyck (Age 16)

the Lord be in my heart in order to get
help from Him.
  I am so thankful that He is
longsuffering and has much grace and
mercy towards me. He has brought me to
a place that I can stand firm on His Word,
truths, and promises. Glory be to God. I
am determined to go this way and do all
I can to labor for Him. May the Lord bless
you all.      Sis. Tara Steinle

Philippines: Bro. Layne, greetings in the
name of our wonderful Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. Thank God for being a
member of His family. We are busy during
the camp meeting here in Apalang where
Bro. John and the brethren are with us.
Before the camp meeting in Apalang, we
were at Mindanao for their services.

We went to Quirino province and
visited our relatives and had some services
while there. It moved my heart for I have
not seen anyone who is really saved from
sin. When we preached the message of
salvation, it seems that it was their first
time to hear such a message. I was so
moved, seeing that there are plenty in this
place who will go to hell. There are
plenty of denominations in this small
community, but no one I found to be
saved from sin. What a horrible situation.

The brethren here in the Philippines
miss the saints that visited us. Give our
regards to them and we are praying for
each one of you and looking forward for
some to visit us again.    Bro. Ed Luzong

Benin: For some time now I have been
studying the Word of God through your
website. Truly your Gospel Trumpet
online radio outreach titled The Fountain
is Full pierced through my soul and
blessed my Christian walk with the Lord.
You have pointed me to Christ over and
over and brought more peace to my
Christian life and walk with the Lord.
These three weeks have been among the
richest in terms of spiritual experience
and teaching that I have ever experienced
in my life! I was longing for a closer
relationship with God my Father. Through
your internet teachings, my desire became
a reality. I was also blessed with your
other audio teachings and articles.

The truth like this is hardly preached
anywhere these days. Many false
teachings are being preached from the
pulpits, internet and through publications

Mindanao, Philippines: Praise the name
of the Lord for His goodness towards us.
I’m glad to tell you that the works of God
here are very successful. Praise the Lord.
Please extend our regards to all the
brethren. Bro. R. Cordero
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Philippines: We always hope and pray
that our dear Lord keeps you and the
church in the best of health and condition
for your continued endeavor in spreading
the pure gospel throughout this troubled
world.

Beloved brethren, we praise and
thank our dear Lord for having fellowship
and working together with our brethren
here at our home province of Marinduque.
Seven of our brethren–Bro. John, Bro.
Alfred, Bro. Bill, Sis. Melissa, Sis.
Elizabeth, Sis. Megan, and Sis Elizabeth
were with us for three days, which was
too short a time, but blessings were so
bountiful through the richness of His
grace, many souls were saved, many
with convictions and others were
awakened. The songs and preaching of
the truth of the gospel were amazing; it
became the right food for their hungry
souls. Also, the greatest blessing was that
the church was challenged and edified.

Dear brethren, we thank and praise
the Lord for all these blessings, the
enlightenment you shared with us, your
prayers, how you taught us the real truth
and beauty of the church of God. May we
continue to walk in the light with the
Holy Spirit leading the way. Our greetings
and regards to all the brethren. See you
again, Lord willing. We love you.

Bro. Lino de la Cruz

Pakistan: May the grace of our Lord
Jesus richly bless you for spreading the
Word of God truly and rightly. The Gospel
Trumpet magazine I am regularly
receiving. Thanks for sending this.

Can we share the policies of the
church of God regarding starting a work
of God in Pakistan? My heartiest desire
is to assist you in Pakistan. I think at least
from the last one year we are in touch
with each other and know about each
other. Waiting to hear from you.  S. M.

today, but yours is not like that. You
teach the truth which can only save and
lead a true believer in the deeper
knowledge of the Lord. Praise God that
there are still some who uphold, preach
and live the truth in this last hour.

I want to invite you to Benin Republic.
We need this unadulterated Word of God
to be preached. Many have not heard the
true gospel here. Can you possibly
comprehend what it would be like to be
hungry for the Word of God and not have
that Word in book form to read? God will
bless you to help the poor with His Word.

 P. Michael

Nigeria: I am happy hearing from you
all...I am doing great and all here is
moving to the glory of God. I would love
to host the church of God meetings here
in Nigeria. I really enjoyed all that the
Lord has been doing in the meetings held
in other places and I would love it to
happen here in Nigeria. I would love you
to pray for it and let God direct you on
what to do.     John Agharanya

Nepal: We are very happy to inform you
that God is giving some more souls in our
church here in Nepal. Lord willing, I
want to keep annual Nepal meeting this
year. Please pray for that. I have great
desire to serve the Lord with you and
your ministry in Nepal. Please don’t leave
us alone here in Nepal. We don’t want to
join any worldly mission of this world.
May God bless you all. Bro. Binod

Website: I have read a few of the pages
on your site and I was impressed because
there are people that say they are saved,
but they do not believe that we can live
(and are required of God to live) sin free
and separate from the world and its ways.
The church of God does not have a sister,
because it is not Babylonian. I thank God
for salvation for real! I have been saved
from my sins in truth for a few years now
and I am so thankful that I am not still
deceived in false religion, although my
family have accused me of being in a cult
when I was first saved because of God’s
great and instant deliverance and
transformation of my life. They have said
I was brain washed. This is my reply, “I
wish it was washed a little sooner. It
would have spared me a lot of heart ache,
misery and woe.”            N. Jones

Tanzania: So much thanks for the
magazine you’ve been sending to me, the
Gospel Trumpet and the Shining Light,
especially Shining Light, because God
has put the ministry of children in me. I
love children. I want to tell you that
you’re doing a great job, especially

reaching young ones. May the mighty
God bless you and enlarge your territory
as you serve Him!

The magazine has been lifting up my
heart, am not the same as I was. I think
you’ve got something in you from God to
share to the world! Please, I would love
you to come to Tanzania, too. Because
I’ve seen something good in your
teachings, I would like such church to be
planted in my country. I will host you! I
have a school, and because I’ve seen
these teachings are good, I’ll be ready at
my school to be under your church so that
kids and their parents will get these good
teachings too. As I understand the people
around here, we will get many people.
Please never miss this chance, people are
hungry for the truth here.  M. M.

Virginia, USA:  I would like to order the
hymnal of the Church of God. Thank you
for all you do and how you faithfully
spread the good news of Jesus Christ. I
enjoy your magazine and would like to
get the hymn book and anything you
have on the book of Revelations. God
bless you all.      D. Kidd

Maryland, USA: Thanks for the Gospel
Trumpet. I hope God’s richest blessings
are shining upon you all. The world is in
great need of the gospel. Pray for me.

     Your friend,
R. Martin

Myanmar:  Thank you so much for your
monthly magazine. It is a great blessing
for my ministry and encouragement to
me. Thank you for you serve all the world
for the Lord Jesus Christ.

I humbly request you to come to
Myanmar as soon as possible. I am
working hard for God’s kingdom. Kindly
fix the time you will come to Myanmar.
I and all our orphans are praying every

night for you that you will continue to be
a great chance of blessing for us here.

James

Myanmar:  Greetings in the name of
Jesus Christ from Yangon, Myanmar. As
you know, our country was hit by a
cyclone. We are sorry to delay contact to
you. We are so busy for our ministry and
orphanage home. Many people face a
problem in our ministry. Most of the
people died and many are suffering for
food, water and the cost of house repair.
Kindly pray for our ministry and our
people here in Myanmar.   Bro. Ling
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No nobler tribute has been ever been
paid to the divine Word than Edward
Irving’s “Orations for the Oracles of
God.” We quote a few sentences from the
first of them:

“There is no express stirring up of
faculties to meditate her high and
heavenly strains–nor formal sequestration
of the mind from all other concerns on
purpose for her special entertainment–
nor pause of solemn seeking and solemn
waiting for a spiritual frame, before
entering and listening to the voice of the
Almighty’s wisdom. Who feels the
sublime dignity there is in a saying
fresh descended from the porch of
heaven? Who feels the awful
weight there is in the least
iota that hath dropped
from the lips of
God? Who feels
the thrilling fear
or trembling
hope there is in
words whereon
the eternal des-
tinies of himself
do hang? Who
feels the tide of
g r a t i t u d e
swelling within
his breast, for
r e d e m p t i o n
s a l v a t i o n ,
instead of flat
despair and
everlasting retribution? Or who, in
perusing the Word of God, is captivated
through all his faculties, transported
through all his emotions, and through all
his energies of action wound up?

“Oh! if books had but tongues to
speak their wrongs, then might this book
well exclaim–Hear, O heavens! and give
ear, O earth! I came from the love and
embrace of God, and mute nature, to
whom I brought no boon, did me rightful

homage. To man I came, and my words
were to the children of men. I disclosed to
you the mysteries of the hereafter, and
the secrets of the throne of God. I set open
to you the gates of salvation, and the way
of eternal life, heretofore unknown.
Nothing in heaven did I withhold from
your hope and ambition; and upon your
earthly lot I poured the full horn of divine
providence and consolation. But ye
requited me with no welcome, ye held no
festivity on my arrival. Ye sequester me
from happiness and heroism, closeting
me with sickness and infirmity. Ye make
nought of me, nor use me for your guide
to wisdom and prudence, but press me

into your list of duties, and
withdraw me to a mere

corner of your time;
and most of ye set

me at nought, and
utterly disregard
me. I came, the
fulness of the
knowledge of
God: angels
delighted in my
company, and
desired to dive
into my secrets.
But ye, mortals,
place masters
over me,
subjecting me
to the discipline
and dogmatism

of men, and tutoring me in your schools
of learning.

“I came not to be silent in your
dwellings, but to speak welfare to you
and to your children. I came to rule, and
my throne to set up in the hearts of men.
Mine ancient residence was the bosom of
God. No residence will I have but the
soul of an immortal; and if you had
entertained me, I should have possessed
you of the peace which I had with God.” &

“O earth, earth, earth, hear the
word of the Lord.” Jer. 22:29.

The

Oracles
of God Remember that flesh-pleasing is a

great contempt and treachery
against the soul. It is a great contempt
of an immortal soul, to prefer its
corruptible flesh before it, and to make
its servant to become its master, and
to ride on horseback, while it goes, as
it were, on foot.

Is the flesh worthy of so much
time and cost and care and so much
ado as is made for it in the world, and
is not a never-dying soul worth more?
Nay, it is a betraying of the soul. You
set up its enemy before it and put its
safety into an enemy’s hands. You
cast away all its joys and hopes for the
gratifying of the flesh. Might it not
complain of your cruelty and say,
“Must my endless happiness be sold
to purchase so short a pleasure for
your flesh? Must I be undone for ever
and lie in hell, that it may be satisfied
for a little time?”

But why do I speak of the soul’s
complaint? Alas! it is of itself that it
must complain! For it is its own doing!
It hath its choice. The flesh can but
tempt it and not constrain it. God hath
put the chief power and government
into its hands, if it has determined to
sell its own eternal hopes to pamper
worm’s meat, it will act accordingly.

You would not think very
honourably of that man’s intelligence
or honesty who would sell the
patrimony of all his children, and all
his friends that trusted him therewith,
and later sell their persons into slavery,
and all this to purchase for himself a
delicious feast, with sports and
entertainment for a day! And is he
wiser or better that selleth (in effect)
the inheritance of his soul and
betrayeth it to hell and devils for ever,
and all just to purchase the fleshly
pleasure of so short a life? &

Treason Against the Soul

Richard Baxter
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makes judges of every one of us by
providing us with the fruit-test.
Obviously, He intended for us to judge
righteous judgment. His words are strong.
“…Ye shall know them.” We may,
therefore, as certainly know a person by
their fruits as we may know that we are
living, rational beings.

Jesus knows about the nature of
things. He was present at Creation and
spoke the blessed words, “Let the earth
bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed,
and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his
kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the
earth, and it was so…and God saw that it
was good” (Gen. 1:11-12). Thus, Jesus
established the nature of things at the
beginning. The genetic information which
He spoke into the essence of seeds
precludes them of producing anything
other than what they were meant to be.

No wonder, then, that Christ uses the
analogy of fruit bearing things when
instructing us in how to determine a true
Christian from the false. No wonder He
asks us seemingly self-evident questions.
“Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs
of thistles?” Nature itself teaches us the
answer. And the Creator drives home the

life has passed away, and all things about
him are become new (2 Cor. 5:17). All
things. His attitudes, manner of
conversation and dress, outlook, hope,
desires, habits, yea, and what not! All
things are changed by the power of Him
who created and understands the nature
of things.

The apostle John understood this
principle of fruit when writing his first
epistle. “Whosoever is born of God doth
not commit sin, for His seed remaineth in
him and he cannot sin, because he is born
of God” (1 John 3:9). The nature of a
Christian cannot produce evil fruit,
because the seed of faith and salvation
planted in his heart at conversion contains
no spiritual information to produce such
things. Sin is the work of the devil, and
Jesus came to destroy it (see verse 8). Sin
is a foreign thing to a Christian, something
he cannot replicate in his life because it
has been destroyed by the Creator of life.

Nature teaches such things. That is
the appeal of Jesus. Despite this fact,
there is no shortage of false prophets
propagating, by a few misconstrued texts,
a sinning religion. This flies in the face of
the Creator Himself. Either the Christian
is a new creature, or he is not. One says,
“But we can’t help but sin more or less, or
at least once in a while.” I say, “That is
evil fruit.” And the scriptures say, “Every
tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is
hewn down and cast into the fire.”

more dominion over the Christian (Rom.
6:14). It follows, then, that sin would not
be observable in the life of the Christian.
It has been destroyed in his heart.
Something that is no longer there cannot
manifest itself.

If you were to plant an apple seed,
you can rationally and correctly expect
that an apple tree will sprout from it. You
would not expect a bramble to appear.
And so it is with the Christian. The seed
of righteousness and holy wisdom from
above sown in his heart at conversion,
watered with the seeds of his repentance,
will bring forth good fruits (James 3:18).
“For we are his workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus unto good works, which
God hath before ordained that we should
walk in them (Eph. 2:10). Is sin a good
work? Has the soul been created in Christ
to sin? How are men to see the good
works of a Christian and glorify the Father
in heaven, if those works pertain to sin?
How absurd a meaning that sin-you-must
religion forces upon the promises of God!

How is your fruit? Instead of grapes,
are men gathering thorns from your
religious profession? The Creator of all
things is ready to give you a new nature.
No wonder the word gospel means “good
news”! What could be better than the
tidings that sin has been defeated, and
you need have it no longer in your heart
and life? Why hold onto it any longer?
Hasn’t it caused you enough remorse and

Continued from Page 1
Ye Shall Know ThemYe Shall Know ThemYe Shall Know ThemYe Shall Know ThemYe Shall Know Them

Jesus Christ has ordained His
followers to bring forth good fruit (John
15:16). If He ordains it, who dares to say
it is impossible?

 People say it is impossible because
they live after the flesh, and this
necessitates spiritual death (Rom. 8:13).
But those born of the Spirit, after their
new nature, mortify the deeds of the
body, and through Christ they can do all
things (Phil. 4:13), including reigning
above sin in this life (Rom. 5:21). Without
Him they can do nothing (John 15:5), but
through abiding in Him they partake of
His nature, and sin has no place in the life
of such an one (1 John 3:6). Sin has no

shame? Hasn’t it shut out the smiles of
God upon your life long enough? Why let
false preachers rob you of the nature
which Christ desires to bestow upon you?
Step out on the promises of God and be a
true Christian!

The alternative is the fire.
“Little children, let no man deceive

you: he that doeth righteousness is
righteous, even as He is righteous. He
that committeth sin is of the devil…In
this the children of God are manifest, and
the children of the devil…” (1 John 3:7,
8, 10). I am not sure that language more
plain could have been used by John.

“By their fruits ye shall know them.” &

point: “A good tree cannot bring forth
evil fruit.” It cannot because there is
nothing in its nature that will cause it to.
A grape vine cannot produce thorns; its
Creator did not write that into its genetic
code.

Thus is the Christian, the true
worshipper of God. He has been born
again (John 3:3), has put on the new man,
which after God is created in
righteousness and true holiness (Eph.
4:24), has received exceeding great and
precious promises of salvation, by which
he is enabled to be partaker of the divine
nature, the nature of his Creator (2 Pet.
1:4). He is a new creation. His old sinful

The Creator of all things is ready to give you a new nature. No wonder the word gospel
means “good news”! What could be better than the tidings that sin has been defeated,
and you need have it no longer in your heart and life? Why hold onto it any longer?
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The apostle Paul, in writing to Timothy,
speaks of a time that would come when
people would have a form of godliness,
yet their lives would deny the power
thereof (2 Tim. 3:5). Surely, we are living
in such a time. Religion and religious
assemblies abound on every hand, yet
this world knows practically nothing of
what it really means to be converted. I
would like to consider in this brief work
what true conversion really is, how it
comes about, and why so many who
profess to be converted, in reality, may,
at best, only have experienced conviction,
or know very little concerning the work
of grace in the heart.

I would like to first consider the
definitions of the two words before us.
Conviction, as defined by Webster, is
“ the act of convincing, or compelling
one to admit the truth of a charge; the act
of convincing of sin or sinfulness; the
state of being convinced or convicted by
conscience; the state of being sensible of
guilt; as, the convictions of a sinner may
be temporary, or lasting and efficacious.
By conviction, a
sinner is brought
to repentance.”
Conversion, as
defined by
Webster, is “in a
theological or
moral sense, a
change of heart, or dispositions, in which
the enmity of the heart to God and his
law and the obstinacy of the will are
subdued, and are succeeded by supreme
love to God and his moral government,
and a reformation of life.”

There are a multitude of preachers
today that teach conversion to be
something other than what the Bible has
laid down for us. The conversion of a
soul is not a light matter, nor is it
something that is accomplished casually.
The Bible gives us some examples of
what conversion is. John 3:3 says a man

must be born again. 2 Cor. 5:17 declares
any man that is in Christ to be a new
creature. Eph. 2:1 speaks of those who
were quickened (or made alive) who
before were dead in trespasses and sins.
Col. 1:13 affirms that the true Christian
has been delivered from the power of
darkness and translated into the kingdom
of His dear Son. We could multiply texts
showing the drastic change that occurs
at one’s conversion, but we will let these
suffice for the present.

How different from what we often
hear set forth today. Instead of teaching
souls to come and wrestle with the Lord
in prayer until they are assured that they
have been born again, many preachers
ask for a raise of hands to show who
desires to commit his life to the Lord.
They say just believe in the Lord, and
you will be saved, yet they never teach a
soul how to believe, or how to meet the
conditions to believe. It is true that
salvation comes by faith (believing) in
Jesus Christ, but this belief is more than
just saying, “I believe.” True belief in

the Son will cause some action. It will
cause one to forsake the sins of the past,
give up anything that is necessary to part
with, meet any conditions He may require
that he may obtain that peace in his soul
for which he seeks. A true belief will
produce a true conversion, a crisis
experience. It will bring you to the place
where there is only one thing on your
mind, that is finding peace in your soul
with God.

  The problem, I fear, with multitudes
of professed Christians, is that they have
never had a true conversion experience.

They have perhaps experienced the
dealings of the Lord with their hearts and
perhaps have at one time in their lives
been convicted of their sins, yet they
never came to the place where they
obtained a new heart. They felt a
temporary sorrow for their sins and tried
to reform their lives, and many
mistakenly call this conversion. I would
like to make something very clear here.
A moral change is not conversion.
Dropping some bad habits is not
conversion. Appearing different on the
outside is not conversion. Although all
of the above may happen at the time one
becomes a true Christian, they alone are
not the saving of the soul. Luke 13:3 and
5 says, “...except ye repent, ye shall all
likewise perish.” Webster defines
repentance thus: “Real penitence; sorrow
or deep contrition for sin, as an offense
and dishonor to God, a violation of his
holy law, and the basest ingratitude
towards a Being of infinite benevolence.
This is called evangelical repentance,
and is accompanied and followed by
amendment of life.” Without this definite
work of repentance in the heart, there is
but one option which we understand by
this verse, that is to perish. We desire to
show by the Bible, the steps that lead to
a true, crisis-experience in the heart of
mankind.

John 6:44 says, “No man can come
to me, except the
Father which hath
sent me draw him.”
This makes it very
clear to us that in
order to come to
Jesus Christ, we
have to be drawn.

We cannot just decide one day, on our
own, that we want to be a Christian. We
must be drawn by the Father. This
drawing is what we often call conviction.
Many have found themselves at some
point or time in their life at this place, and
did not know what was happening. The
Spirit of God is faithful to deal with
every soul of man that walks the face of
this earth. Oftentimes, He comes in the
stillness of the night, or when all is quiet.
Sometimes He permits disappointing
circumstances to happen to an individual,
in hopes of awaking his thoughts towards

The chief danger that confronts the coming century will be
religion without the Holy Ghost, Christianity without Christ,

forgiveness without repentance, salvation without regeneration,
politics without God, heaven without hell.         —William Booth

Steps to

Bro. John Strizu

True Conversion
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God. A sinner is blinded by sin, and
needs someone to point out his true
condition to him. Until one can see the
magnitude of the sins and evil he has
committed, the gross darkness of his
heart, the hurt that he himself has brought
on God’s own Son, etc., he will not be
able to feel sorry for what he has done.
So the Holy Spirit comes to convince
souls of their sinful conditions,
and the price that must be paid
to continue as a sinner. It is in
this condition that many,
feeling a sense of sorrow, begin
attempting to reform their lives.
This is a necessary step towards
conversion, but is not the final
step.

Conviction, if allowed to
do its work, will cause the soul
to feel godly sorrow. 2 Cor.
7:10 says, “For godly sorrow
worketh repentance to
salvation not to be repented of:
but the sorrow of the world
worketh death.” Godly sorrow
will work repentance.
Conviction is not a comfortable
feeling, nor is godly sorrow
something that one would just
enjoy feeling, but afterwards
they yield the peaceable fruit
of righteousness.

There is no short-cut to
becoming a Christian. There is
only one gate that admits
entrance to the one way that
leads to eternal life. We will
not obtain the prize with
anything less than did the saints
that have gone before us. Many
attempt reform in hopes to still
the voice of the Spirit that has
been faithfully striving with
them because they find they
are not willing to part with
some sins that are yet dear to them. But
alas, the scripture says except we repent,
not reform, we shall all likewise perish.
One cannot obtain the new life while the
old is yet sweet to his taste. Part of the
work of conviction is to cause a soul to
hate his sins, the life that he has lived,
and the works that he has done. Without
the work of conviction and godly sorrow,
a soul absolutely cannot be saved.

However, the work of conviction alone
is not the saving of the soul. It is merely
a step towards the inward change of
heart that is only accomplished in true
conversion.

While speaking of godly sorrow, the
apostle makes reference to another
sorrow, which we would like to consider–
the sorrow of the world, which works

death. Many have a superficial sorrow
when something happens to them. It is as
if a thief was caught as he stepped out of
the bank after robbing it. He, being taken
into custody of the law, may show sorrow.
Often times this is only superficial. He is
not sorry that he robbed the bank, but
sorry that he was caught in the act and
now has to pay for his actions.

God often allows some tragic thing

to happen to people in hopes that they
would see their need for Him and repent.
The trouble is that the sorrow is only on
the surface. They feel sorrow, but it is
not for what they have done. It is rather
a sorrow that God has taken something
that was dear to them, or allowed
something to happen in their lives that
was tragic or disappointing. Many have

made promises to God, that if
He would only get them out of
their present distress, they
would give their life to Him.
Oh, how many have carelessly
forgotten their promise, for as
soon as everything is working
again in their favor, they return
with just as much fervor as
before to the life of sin and
shame. This is the sorrow of
the world. There is no
repentance obtained by this
kind. It is only godly sorrow
that will work repentance, not
to be repented of. It will work
a  sorrow for causing grief to
the only begotten Son of God
for sins that they have
committed, for using the very
things of this life, that God so
graciously bestows on us all,
to fulfill the selfish desires of
the flesh and of the mind. The
sorrow of the world may bring
about a temporary change, but
it can never work a resurrection
in a soul that is dead in
trespasses and sins. Often we
hear some say that serving the
Lord is hard. I say no, but
striving against God is hard.
When one’s will is fully
surrendered to the will of the
Lord, it is not hard. Some can’t
seem to stay saved for very
long. They try for a while, but

before long, they are back down. I am
afraid that they have never felt true godly
sorrow. Godly sorrow, which leads to
repentance, will make the life of sin so
repugnant that they will not be turning
back the next day into sin. Yes, I do
believe it possible for a soul to backslide,
but if one is truly converted, he will not
be up one day and back down the next.

A true experience of salvation will

All weights are gone, my heart is light,
My scarlet robes are changed to white.

O praise the Lord! I need no more
My load of sin and guilt deplore.

Where passions reigned and tempers foamed,
Now Jesus sits in love enthroned.

No dregs of carnal strife are found,
But hope and love and peace abound.

Oh, wondrous grace! How great the change!
My soul now takes her joyful range,
‘Mid scenes of beauty in the light,

Where all before was gloomy night.

The gilded glory of this world
Eclipsed and into nothing hurled

Before the super-excellence
Of heaven’s peace and righteousness.

Oh, I am saved in Jesus’ blood!
My soul is happy now in God.

Oh, glory, glory, can it be
The Prince of Peace has come to me!

— D.S. Warner

Wonderful Change
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Jesus is God’s salvation for man–
Jesus and none other. Salvation
is more than saving man from all

that is unlike Christ. It is also imparting
to him all that is like Christ. It is
Christ’s and man’s nature inwrought
one in the other, making them of like
nature.

 It is the transforming of man into
the likeness of God. It is man attaining
his true manhood. Salvation is
manhood regained. Look at Christ
and you will see what you ought to be
and can be.

Jesus became the Saviour of men
by giving Himself for men. Men are
saved by giving themselves to the
Saviour. A saved man is one to whom

never be obtained without a price. To
become a real Christian, one must come
to the place where he is willing to forsake
all, and surrender everything to the Lord.
The reason many never reach repentance
once the work of conviction has begun is
because they never come to a total
surrender. They try to work a deal with
the Lord. Dear reader, the Lord will only
accept a full price. He has never taken
anyone that offered anything less.

Sin has never become exceedingly
sinful to many souls. They are willing to
part with some of the more obvious sins,
trying to ease their troubled conscience,
but this is not a work of grace in the heart.
As long as there is yet something that is
being held on to, God will refuse to hear.
Isaiah 59:1-2 says, “Behold, the Lord’s
hand is not shortened, that it cannot save;
neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear:
but your iniquities have separated
between you and your God, and your
sins have hid his face from you, that he
will not hear.” It is not that God is not
able to hear, but He absolutely refuses to
hear if something stands in the way. O
yes, God is still well able to save a soul
to the uttermost. He is well able to
resurrect the dead to new life. It is no
problem for Him to assemble all the
broken pieces of the past life and make
something glorious once again. When a
soul forsakes his sins, when one chooses
to turn to God, He most assuredly will
have mercy and abundantly pardon
(Isaiah 55:7). Have you felt like God is
separated from you, or that He does not
hear? Search yourself and see if you
have forsaken all your sins. He will be
found of those that search for Him with
the whole heart (Jer. 29:13).

Some will say, “How will I know
when I have been born again?” There
will be no difficulty in knowing when
you are born again. Can a child be born
and not know it? Can someone pass from
death unto life and not know that the
heart has once again started beating?
Can you be delivered from the kingdom
of darkness and be translated into the
kingdom of His dear Son, and yet be
unsure of your spiritual standing? I think
not! Most surely you will feel the grace
abounding where once the sin did
abound! You will know when you have
forsaken all and the Lord has accepted
the sacrifice. The dear blind man to

C. E. Orr

alvation

the Saviour has been given and one
who has given himself to the Saviour.
They are of like nature. They have
perfect fellowship, blessed
communion, and share everything in
common. Each has what the other
has. That which the man has belongs
to Christ, and that which Christ has
belongs to the man. Christ sups with
the man and the man with Christ.
Wherever you find the saved man
you will also find Jesus there. They
think, they speak, they act together.
They are one life. Christ is the life of
the man, and man’s life is lived in by
Christ.

This is holy living–this is
salvation. &

–the Transformation of ManS

whom Jesus restored sight, when
questioned of the Pharisees, said, “One
thing I know, that, whereas I was blind,
now I see.” He couldn’t explain how it
all happened, or give an exegesis on
what took place, but he most surely
understood one thing. He was once blind,
but now he could see. The work of
salvation is so drastic and life-changing
that there will be no mistake in knowing
when the work is accomplished in the
soul.

I would like to ask you to consider
for a moment your experience. Have you
been truly converted, or are you of the
number that has the form of godliness,
but the life denies the power thereof?

We are all swiftly headed for a final
day of judgment, in which God Himself
will judge the secrets of men’s hearts
(Rom. 2:16). We can hold on to a false

profession in this life if we choose, but
be assured that He will not claim you as
one of His own, unless you have been
born into His kingdom. Matt. 7:21 lets us
know that not everyone that says, “Lord,
Lord” will enter into life, but only they
that do the will of His Father. Titus 2:11
says that the grace of God has appeared
to all men. Everyone has the opportunity
to be saved.

Has the Spirit been striving with
your heart? I plead with you, don’t turn
Him away. Jesus said, “It is hard for thee
to kick against the pricks.” Don’t refuse
Him that speaks to you. Let Him break
you until you are fully surrendered, and
the fruit will be sweet. Yield to Him, and
He will lead you to repentance. He will
give you a new heart. He will resurrect
you to life once again. Then, at the last,
He will surely know His own. &
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The meaning of the original term
“hold” is to hold back, to restrain. The
idea here is that the man restrains the
legitimate influence of the truth, and will
not let it have its proper sway over his
will.

The human mind is so constituted
that truth is its natural stimulus. This
stimulus of truth would, if not restrained
and held back, lead the mind naturally to
obey God. The man holds back the truth
through his own unrighteousness, when,
for selfish reasons, he overrules and
restrains its natural influence, and will
not suffer it to take possession and hold
sway over his mind!

The very apprehending of moral truth
concerning God renders it impossible to
be indifferent. Once seeing God’s claims,
you cannot avoid acting upon them one
way or the other. Hence, to stop there
after your duty is made known, and hold
your minds aloof from obedience, is
being just as wicked as you can be. You
disown your whole obligation towards
God, and practically say unto Him,
“Depart from me, for I desire not the
knowledge of thy ways.” Is not this as
wicked as you can be, with the light you
may have at the time? What more wicked
thing could you do?

Let us look at this matter a little
farther. Holding back the truth through
unrighteousness implies the total
rejection of the moral law as a rule of
duty. This must be the case, because,
when light concerning the meaning of

this law comes before the man, he repels
it and resists its claims, thus virtually
saying that law is no rule of duty to me.
Thus resisting the influence of truth, he
practically denies all obligations to God.
Truth coming before his mind, he
perceives his obligation, but he withholds
his mind from its sway.

And now, my impenitent hearers–
what do you say? Putting your conduct
towards God into plain language, it would
run thus: “Thou, Lord, callest on me to
repent. I shall refuse. Thou dost strive to
enforce my obligation to repent by

Charles Finney

Holding Back
the Truth

“But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses
are as filthy rags.” Isaiah 64:6.

“Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the
way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in
thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.” Matthew 7:13-14.

various truths. I hold back those truths
from their legitimate influence on my
mind. Thou dost insist on my submission
to thy authority. I shall do no such a
thing.”

This, you will see, is only translating
your current life and bearing towards
God into plain words. If you were really
to lift your face toward heaven and utter
these words, it would be blasphemy.
What do you think of it now? Do you not
admit, and often assert, that actions speak
louder than words? Do they not also
speak more truthfully?  &

“For the wrath of God is
revealed from heaven against
all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who
hold the truth in
unrighteousness.” Rom. 1:18.
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The everlasting destruction
of the ungodly is a subject
that should be continually
placed before the eyes of

men by the preachers of the gospel.
How shall a man be induced to take
measures to escape a danger of the
existence of which he is not
convinced? Show him the hell which
the justice of God has lighted up for
the devil and his angels, and in which
all Satan’s children and followers
must have their eternal portion.

All the perfections of God require
that He should render to every man
his due. And what is the due of a
sinner or a persecutor, of one who is
a determinate enemy to God,
goodness, and good men? Why,
everlasting destruction from the
presence of the Lord and the glory of
His power. And if God did not award
this to such persons, He could not be
the God of justice.      —Adam Clarke

Everlasting
Destruction

I want you to note that the great
idea in both these texts is that of
determined aggression on the
territory of Satan. “GO ye into all the
world and preach the gospel to every
creature.” What a commission! Who
has ever yet grasped all that it implies?
The vast obligations imposed on the
people of God in this command have
never yet been more than half
realised. Go ye, not build temples or
churches, and wait for them to come
to you, but go ye, run after them, seek
them out, and preach my gospel to
every creature. Thrust yourselves and
your message on the attention of
men.

The commission to Paul, and
through him to us, embodies the same
idea, “Unto whom now I send thee to
open their eyes.” They are indifferent,
preoccupied, asleep in their sin and
danger. I send thee as my herald to
arouse them, shake them, open their
eyes, make them think, and realise
the verities of eternal things. We are
to do this as God’s ambassadors
whether men like it or not. We are not
to wait for convenient seasons,

 
but in

this most urgent business to be instant
“out of season.”

We are not to shrink from

pressing the truth on men’s attention
for fear of giving offence. He who
gave the commission has foreseen
and provided for this result. “I will
appear unto thee, delivering thee from
the people, and from the Gentiles,
unto whom now I send thee.”

Then it is implied in both these
commissions that this aggression will
provoke opposition. Of course it will.
Who ever heard of aggression on the
territory of an enemy without
opposition, according to the power
possessed by that enemy? Such a
thing is impossible naturally, and
even more so spiritually. The whole
world lieth in (the arms of) the wicked
one. “The strong man armed keepeth
his goods” and if we, armed by a
stronger than he, take them, we must
expect opposition. Our Lord
systematically taught His disciples
to expect and prepare for persecution.
He taught them that their principles,
motives, and objects would be so
incomprehensible to men of a worldly
spirit, whether Pharisees or

“ Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every
creature.”

“Rise, and stand upon thy feet: for
I have appeared unto thee for this
purpose, to make thee a minister
and a witness…unto whom now I
send thee, to open their eyes, and
to turn them from darkness to light,
and from the power of Satan unto
God, that they may receive
forgiveness of sins, and inheritance
among them which are sanctified
by faith that is in me.”

AGGRESSION
Catherine Booth

Arouse them,
shake them,

open their eyes,
make them
think, and
realise the
verities of

eternal things.

worldlings,
that they
would inevit-
a b l y
persecute and
oppose them.
Such we find
was the case
wherever the
gospel was
introduced. Magistrates, rulers, and
mobs set themselves in array against
both the preachers and their truths.

I take it as one of the worst signs
of the Christianity of this age that it
provokes so little opposition, for it is
as true now as it ever was, that if we
are not of the world, the world will
hate us, and he that is born after the
flesh will persecute him who is born
after the Spirit. &

for the Soul

This attractive, hard
cover devotional
book is a treasure to
be enjoyed for
years. This 1910
Gospel Trumpet
reprint offers
readings for each
day of the year,
using only the
scriptures (KJV).
There is an index in
the back to search
by subject headings.

Only $12 US, plus $2 shipping

Daily Food
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T he Philippines
We thank the Lord for the recent

opportunity that Bro. Alfred Oppel,
Bro. Bill and Sis. Melissa O’Shea
(with baby Kaylin), Sis. Elizabeth
Strizu, Sis. Elizabeth O’Shea, Sis.
Megan Scott, and I had to travel to the
Philippine Islands for an extended
stay. We arrived at the islands on the
10th of January 2008, and stayed for
approximately three months,
departing the 3rd of April 2008.

We made our base in San Jose
City, on the main island of Luzon. We
were able to travel quite extensively

and visit with many new people. We held
regular services in San Jose City twice
every Sunday, and on Wednesday
nights. The attendance averaged from 40
to 50, but sometimes reached past 80.

About the middle of our stay, we
were joined by a larger gospel company
of 14 from the United States and Canada,
who were with us for eleven days. After
a brief meeting in San Jose, we divided
into three groups, some traveling to the
southern island of Mindanao, some to
another location on the main island, and
the rest staying local, but joining the

second group
for services in
the evenings.

We all met
again on the
weekend and
headed for
M a n i l a .   I n
Manila, we
were received
well by the
s a i n t s
t h e r e .   W e
joined some of
the saints for
service in the
morning, and
traveled to two
other locations
in the
afternoon.

After the
departure of
the gospel
company who
had joined us
for the eleven
days, our
smaller group
traveled to the
small island of
Marinduque,
again to
M i n d a n a o ,
and to the west
and northeast

of the main island Luzon. In
Marinduque, we were privileged to
meet with Bro. Lino Dela-Cruz and
the saints with him.

In Paniqui, Tarlac, we were
invited by Bro. Ed Luzong to hold a
four day meeting. We greatly
appreciated the hospitality of Sis.
Myrna Nugwid and the saints there.
We held meetings as we traveled
around, preaching in schools, houses,
and congregations. Many, young and
old, sought the Lord for salvation,
sanctification and other spiritual
needs. It was wonderful to watch as
even children came forward, weeping
and completely broken, seeking the
Lord for salvation, and rising with a
brand new life. 

We were blessed to meet other
young people and saints that have the
same burden that God would do a
restoring work in the Philippine
Islands and gather together in one all
of His dear children.

We left the saints much
encouraged and feel that much good
was accomplished for the furtherance
of the kingdom. We pray that God
would raise up more laborers in this
end time to gather in the grain that
stands ready to harvest.

 Laboring with Him,
Bro. John Strizu

Distributing Rice to the Poor

The Congregation at Mindanao

The Gospel Company
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M E E T I N G   R E P O R T S

Germany:  Looking back at the spring meeting of March 21st

— 30th in Plattenwald, Bad Friedrichshall, we can say with
thankful hearts that the Lord is continuing to restore His people
in a wonderful way and is preparing us for His soon return. It
was wonderful to worship the Lord in spirit and in truth with
the saints from the USA, Canada, Mexico, Greece, and different
parts of Germany.

God blessed Bros. Daniel Layne, Ray Tinsman, Randall
Hargrave, Henry and Peter Hildebrandt, and Sis. Trudy Wiebe
in preaching the pure Word of God in all liberty and
determination. Thank God for a ministry that has a sure call,
that spare not, but lift up their voices like a trumpet. We were
clearly shown what it means to be a part of the church that is
still pure and holy, without spot and wrinkle, that reigns over
the world, sin, and the devil. The saints felt privileged to be
exhorted to live a more careful walk in the fear of God, and to
be encouraged, gladly accepting the help that God offered.
Yes, the Spirit of God worked mightily on the hearts of the
listeners and we saints in Germany feel that the Lord melted us
together in a greater measure with the whole body of Christ. To
Him be the honour!

We also had the blessing of having the street meeting in
downtown Heilbronn. We want to pray for all the seed that was
sown in the hearts of the people, as well as in the hearts of the
many visitors that attended the meeting during the week, that
it will spring forth and richly bring forth fruit.

God has revealed Himself to His people and mightily
poured out His blessings on Zion and we trust that He has just
begun and has much more in store. He is a God that does not
stand still, but always moves forward.        Bro. Helmut Schmidt

Puebla, Mexico:  From April 22-28, a small gospel company
consisting of Bro. Henry Hildebrandt, Bro. Bernhard and Sis.
Cristina Dyck, and myself had the privilege of visiting the
Mexican states of Puebla and Morelos (near Mexico City).
Additionally, Bro. and Sis. Dyck and I were able to visit the
state of Mexico. We were received with great kindness by Bro.
Ulises Hernandez and his family, as well as by the many other
dear people we met during our stay. On Thursday, we had the
opportunity to preach to a small gathering in San Carlos,
Morelos. We preached that it was time to awake spiritually,
and to be prepared for the soon coming of the Lord. Two days
later, we visited another congregation in Cuautla, Morelos,
where Bro. Hildebrandt preached on paying the full price.
After the message there were numerous seekers that came
forward to pray.

We had opportunity to sing on various occasions. This,
too, was welcomed and heartily received. On Sunday, April
27, we met together again in San Carlos for two services with
people from two congregations in the state of Mexico, a
congregation from Mexico City, as well as the local

congregation. On Sunday morning, Bro. Hildebrandt preached
again, exhorting the people not to content themselves with
present spiritual attainment, but to strive for more of the glory
of God. Our preaching was warmly received with great
eagerness and readiness of mind. We met numerous people
that were very desirous of the fellowship of the saints and
which showed much love for us. A number of these plan to
attend our annual meeting in Chihuahua this August. We also
received an invitation to preach in Mexico City. We feel that
God has begun to do a work in this region and that this trip was
very profitable. We pray for Him to continue working and
opening “a great door and effectual” for the advancement of
His kingdom.       Bro. Benjamin Tovstiga

Durango, Mexico:  Precious saints of God, we greet you in
the precious name of our Lord. We thank the Lord for blessing
us once again this weekend. The saints from La Honda joined
us, and outreach meetings were held Friday and Saturday
evening in a nearby rancho. A minister offered their building
for the meetings. There were many visitors each evening. The
Lord gave special liberty and the Word was brought forth very
clearly and strongly. An elderly lady expressed her thanksgiving
for the meeting and asked that this would not be the last time
meetings would be held there. Sunday evening we were
blessed with approximately 56 visitors from three of the
Mexican ranchos nearby. The Lord sent a strong message to
the sinners, urging them to repent. There was strong conviction
and many were in tears. Pray for the work here in Durango, as
we have 40 to 60 visitors on a regular basis and desire to see
them brought into the kingdom. Bro. Isaac Thiessen

Alaska: A meeting of the church of God was held in Wasilla,
Alaska from April 21-27. Eleven messages were preached
during this meeting by Bros. Daniel Layne, Stephen Hargrave,
Peter Hildebrandt and Timothy Strizu. A representation of the
Gospel Trumpet Singers was present and the Lord blessed the
special singing. The Lord made a way for over thirty of the
saints from Canada, Mexico and the U.S. to come to support and
labor in this meeting. On the last day of the meeting, two
entire congregations from the Wasilla community joined us
for morning service and were able to hear the Word of God in
message and song, with several staying after for a meal and
further opportunity to become acquainted. More than 185
visitors attended the meeting during the week and the saints
were very visible in the community stirring up interest in this
way. Literature and preaching and singing CDs were
distributed freely and we trust the Lord to follow after every
soul and work a still more glorious work. We ask the saints
everywhere to continue to remember Alaska in prayer. 

    Sis. Roslyn Sims
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CONTACTS

Alaska, USA: Bro. & Sis. Sims  (907) 376-7133

California, USA: Bro. Daniel Layne            (909) 985-5759

Illinois and Wisconsin, USA:
Chicago: Bro. Patrick O’Shea Sr.       (262) 652-7517
Sheboygan:Bro. Jeff Moser               (920) 627-2683
Bonduel: Bro. Allen Bontrager              (715) 758-6748

Indiana, USA:  Bro. Steve Hargrave            (260) 456-4593

Ohio, USA:
Greenville: Bro. Ray Tinsman                   (765) 468-7373
Benton: Bro. Lester Bontrager             (330) 857-0290

Oklahoma, USA:  Bro. Gary Boevers           (405) 396-9359

Texas, USA: Bro. Johnny Friesen                 (903) 378-3097

Manitoba, Canada:
Bro. Jacob Braun         (204) 326-5338
Bro. John Redecop         (204) 320-2694

Ontario, Canada: Bro. Henry Hildebrandt     (519) 765-2331

Germany:
Meinersen Kr. Gifhorn:

Bro. Alexander Kahm   (05372) 67 66
Bünde Kr. Herford:

Bro. Waldemar Scheling                 (05223) 4 23 88
Königsbach-Stein Kr. Pforzheim:

Bro. Viktor Dietrich   (07232) 66 12
Neuenstadt-Stein Kr. Heilbronn:

Bro. Rudolf Becker                      (06264) 92 88 24

Mexico:
Baja California: Mission House               (646) 173-6464
Chihuahua: Bro. Ben Dyck                     (625) 584-1250
Durango: Bro. Isaac Thiessen               (677) 879-4572
Zacatecas: Bro. Jacob Zacharias           (433) 983-2891

Nepal:  Bros. Binod Mandal, Reuben Patel       Kathmandu

Philippines: Bro. Severino Villanueva Jr.         San Jose City

Kenya, Africa: Bros. Bonface Munzaa, Simon Mutinda
62 Congregations: Chuka, Eldoret, Embu, Kitui, Machakos,

Mbeere, Meru South, Nakuru, Nyeri, WesternThe congregation that formerly met in Kidron, Ohio has purchased
a chapel at 6344 CR 207, in nearby Benton, Ohio and relocated.

Church of God Schools
(Kindergarten – Grade 12)

Upland, California
The Gospel Restoration Academy

Warsaw, Indiana
The Church of God Restoration Academy

Benton, Ohio
Seventh Trumpet Academy

Greenville, Ohio
The Church of God Academy

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
Evening Light School

Honey Grove, Texas
The Church of God Restoration School

Bonduel, Wisconsin
Little Pilgrim Academy

Steinbach, Manitoba
Church of God Sunrise Academy

Aylmer, Ontario
Church of God Christian School

Germany
Christliche Schule der Gemeinde Gottes

Baja California, Mexico
Baja Church of God Mission School

Chihuahua, Mexico
Evening Light Christian Academy

Durango, Mexico
Church of God Evening Light School
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