
VOL 13  ISSUE 5        “Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet” Isa. 58:1         SEPT – OCT 2001

©

©

He is Not Far From Us
Bro. Daniel Eichelberger

He is not far from every one of us
(Acts 17:27).

On September 11, 2001, the very
foundation of civil society was shaken by
the atrocities committed at the World
Trade Center in New York City and the
Pentagon in Washington, D.C.  We
listened, we watched, as the basis of our
feelings of security crumbled with the
towers of the World Trade Center.  Our
lives would never be the same.  There is no
place in the world where the influence of
evil and harm has not made its presence
known.  Those of us in the free world of
the West acquired a new outlook on
freedom.

In the aftermath of the tragedies, the
reactions have varied.  A feeling of rage
and revenge quickly replaced the sorrow
and tears in multitudes.  But perhaps the
most perplexing and the most tragic
question on many hearts was concerning

God. “Where was He on that fateful
morning?  Didn’t He care?”  To you,
precious soul, who are trying to make
sense of what seemed insensible, to you
who are honestly seeking the answer to
these questions, God has an answer for
you.

God is where He has always been–
painting the sunset, thundering in the
rain, shining through the myriad stars on
a clear, moonless night.  Not far from
every one of us.  Speaking to you, speaking
to me, through His Word and His Spirit.
Closer than we could have imagined.

Amid the flurry of headlines and
newscasts, God was trying to get your
attention, too.  He sent the breezes that
touched your cheek and tousled your hair.
He opened the petals of the flowers in
beautiful array.  He still painted the sunset.
And through it all He was speaking.
Pleading with you.  Begging us not to

ascribe to Him the pain and sorrow which
sinful man inflicts on his own kind.
Longing for souls to realize their desperate
need of Him.

He is telling us now, with each new
morning, that He is not far away.  He
hasn’t deserted us.  The rising sun lets us
know He is still interested in what happens
to us.  Those were His stars which cast
their shimmering light over a bewildered
and shaken city.  That was His sun which
fully rose the next day, giving forth its
warmth and light.  That was His rain
which fell that Friday like teardrops, on
the rubble graves of ordinary people like
you and me.

Where is God when you need Him?
Where He has always been–waiting, oh,
so close to us!  Yearning that you would
come to Him with repentance for your
sins. Calling for your faith, your
allegiance, your devotion.  Desiring to be
the healer of your hurt and sin, not just for
what happened on September 11th, but of
every hurt and need of your own heart.
He is not far away from you today,
precious soul.

Jesus has brought the heart of God
down to mankind.  Before His coming,
heaven seemed so far away.  But there at

Continued on Page 5
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On September 11th, people started praying and calling
upon God, some perhaps for the first time.  Had it been business
as usual, many people never would have considered uttering a
prayer or even giving God a thought that day.  Suddenly North
Americans realized their vulnerability; the extreme frailty of
life.  Death can come so quickly, at any age, at any time, at any
place, to anyone.  Who is ready for that change from mortal life
to an endless eternity?

I have grieved for the bereaved families.  My tears have
fallen and my heart has been sorrowful for people I do not even
know.  Who could not be disturbed at people’s lives being so
disrupted with such stark finality?  Who could have dreamed
that such sorrow could come upon whole nations after just a few
moments of time?  Now all of our lives are different.

But in some ways, they need to be different.  We have
needed God all along, both individually and as a nation.  Some
just started realizing it on the morning of September 11th.
Sometimes nations, as a whole, forget God.  The Bible says that
they will be turned into hell (Psa. 9:17).

Our North American nations, along with most others, have
forgotten God.  They forgot Him when they banned prayer from
public schools.  They forgot him when when they legalized
abortion.  By making adultery, fornication, homosexuality and
all manner of sin socially acceptable, they have forgotton Him
and blatantly transgressed His commandments.  They have
forgotten Him by having government agencies encroach
increasingly upon the Christian liberties of godly families.

And in the midst of all this abounding sin in the secular
world, we also have the added bane of false and shallow religion
that is rampant in the land, helping sin along and who, themselves,
are “lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God.”

Into this environment, the Sept. 11th tragedy has hit.  This
horrendous crime, caused by sinful man, we cannot erase.
What people can do, though, is to heed it as a warning to prepare
themselves to meet God.  Sometimes the Lord will use the great
shakings that happen in life to awaken souls from their sinful
course of living, when the soft pleadings from heaven are
disregarded.

This world needs a strong alarm of awakening.  God is
calling souls to repentance.  The final Judgment Day is swiftly
nearing and “oh, what myriad souls are sleeping, soon to wake
in judgment fires!”

People need to be urged to consider their eternal souls, that
can so swiftly leave this house of clay to go to its “long home,”
either in an eternal heaven or eternal hell.  It is our prayer that
souls would come to repentance for their sinful living and
transgressing of the commandments of God and prepare to meet
their God. —S. Mutch
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Dear saints;
It is so wonderful to be saved from all

sin. I appreciate what the blood has done
for me.  I can truly say from experience
that the blood can cleanse the heart and
keep it pure.  In a time when so many are
limiting its affects in their lives and saying
it’s not possible to live above sin and the
flesh, I am so thankful that it still doesn’t
change the facts that the blood of Jesus is
able to cause you to live triumphantly in
this present world.

I am so thankful for where the Lord
has brought me from and where He has
led me to.  He brought me out of a dead,
dry place, where I was living to my flesh,
with no one to teach me how to die to
myself.

My desire was to serve the Lord at a
very young age, but without any
instruction of how to really serve Him in
a very practical way in every day living,
I would often become discouraged.  I
would seek counsel from those that were
supposed to be my spiritual leaders, only
to be told that I was being too spiritual at
such a young age.  I was often told I
shouldn’t worry my young mind about
such deep things.  I have come to
understand that these things were only
deep to them because they were living
such shallow lives.

But the Spirit led unerring to the land
I hold today.  I will never forget when the
Lord spoke to me and told me to run for
my life.  He has brought me to a good
home where I am being taught by pastors
and teachers how to live a victorious life.
I can truly say, I love the Church of God.
I value her judgments and esteem her
highly because she has been a good
spiritual mother to me.

By the grace of God, I intend to
contend for the faith that was once
delivered to the saints all the days of my
life.  Happy in this way,

Sis. Sally Cox,
Ohio, USA

A Good Spiritual Mother

Do you love the world?  I am very
sure I really DO NOT.  The devil can’t
turn me around into the world.

I have been saved and kept it for a

long time.  Then I got sanctified, praise
the Lord.  He came into my heart.  I have
been so happy since He has.

I love to see little children.  It just
blesses my soul to see them rebuke the
devil and serve Jesus, but soon sometimes
some of them, they turn their backs on
Him.  Now I hate to see that part.  I love
to see them get saved, but when I see one
backslide, I just do not like it.

Please pray for me so I won’t
backslide.  Sis. Jennyfer Strizu (Age 8)

Indiana, USA

Devil Can’t Turn Me Around

Dear saints;
I’m glad I can be in the Church of God

and that I can be saved.  I’m thankful for
my brother and sisters.

Jacob Enns (Age 6)
Ontario, Canada

I would like to glorify the name of
Jesus through my testimony and give Him
the honour.  I praise God for full salvation
of my soul.  A deep, godly rest and peace
fill my soul since I’ve been fully sanctified.
Praise the Lord for that!

To God be the honour for the meetings
that we had here during Easter.  They
were really wonderful meetings, where
the Lord touched the depths of my soul
and blessed me.  I praise Him for it.  He
really helped me, and it’s my desire to be
true to Him every hour of my life.

I thank God for the ministry and for
the wonderful work that He is doing in
this last time.  Today we see so much
darkness in the religious world.  A lot of
souls are looking for something real and
godly, something that will really satisfy
their hearts.  In general, one can only see
dissatisfaction, uncleanness, disunity etc.
How precious it is to see how the good
Holy Spirit is doing His godly work in the
hearts of men.  Whatever He does is clean
and complete.

In John 1:1-3, we read about the God
that was there from the beginning, before
the world was created.  And the scripture
says that what He created “was very
good.”  Everything was clean and pure.
Long before there could be any kind of
religion, He was there and wanted to

establish a church in which different
places, people, and languages would be
represented; a holy and clean work, His
body.  And God still says “very good” to
His work.  Praise the Lord.  Today we can
see and experience that the church, which
is restored now, really is such a godly,
clean, and holy work. The saints are
coming to Zion from near and far, from
different nations, languages, and
continents, and they form the body of
Christ here on earth, where godly unity
and sweet love reign and where the
precious Holy Spirit has His way. One
God, one faith, one baptism. Praise be
unto God!  His works are still pure,
because He is a pure God.

I praise God that through His grace I
can be a part of this glorious work.  I truly
appreciate this privilege.  It is so good to
be saved, sanctified, and to be in a place
where one really receives food for the soul
and can have sweet fellowship of the
spirit with the saints.  It is so good to be
free from worldly lusts and sin. It is
wonderful to daily live a happy life. To
God be all the honour.

Please pray for me that I will stay true
unto the end.  Bro. Jakob Rempel

Germany

Dear saints;
I’m thankful to be saved.  I’ve been

saved a little over two years.
I’m glad my parents take me to the

Church of God and that I can be a part of
the Church of God. When the devil tells
me to do something, I can resist him and
he will flee.

Please pray for me that I can stay
saved.    Nathan Hale (Age 10)

Indiana, USA

Praise the Lord, saints of the Most
High God!

I am thankful to be saved and
sanctified and in the holy Church of God.
It’s a privilege to serve the Lord as a
young person.

In James 2:5 it says, “Hath not God
chosen the poor of this world?”  I was
very poor in my soul when I wasn’t saved,
but the Lord had mercy on my soul and

Part of this Glorious Work

Glad to be Part of the Church

His Wonderful Grace

Glad to be Saved
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made me rich, for I have the privilege to
hear the truth from His Word.  I have a
friend that will never leave me, whom I
can share my troubles with, who will not
leave me when I’m in trouble, but stays
with me all the way through.  He never
makes it harder than what we can bear.
I’m thankful for His wonderful grace.

Please pray for me as I press toward
the goal.     Your sister in Christ,

Sis. Anna Braun (Age 16)
Ontario, Canada

Dear brothers and sisters;
I greet you all through the love of our

Lord Jesus Christ.  Praise the Lord for the
privilege to thank Him for His love and
mercy.

I am so thankful to God that He
opened the way for us Russians to go to
Germany to the campmeeting. The time
spent in Germany was a real feast with a
table richly set for us. Thanks be to God,
each message spoke to me personally.

My soul desired true fellowship with
true children of God, and He answered
my prayer.  My soul is so thankful. The
Lord brought me to the church where He
restores His people.

I am thankful He is also restoring my
soul.  The Lord still has a lot of work to do
on me, but He has already freed me from
a lot of things. I trust that He is going to
help me grow in His grace.  I have only
one desire and one goal–onward!

We were in God’s school and received
a lot of instruction.  As we go home, we
must put it into practice. Although the
devil is a strong and busy worker on “his
field,” we still have God as our Father, to
whom all power is given, and I know, that
with the help of the Lord, I can overcome
all hindrances that are waiting for me at
home.

Pray for me and my family, and for

Dear saints;
We count it a privilege to be saved

and added to His church.  In 1994, I had
the opportunity to sit in on a meeting with
the saints of God.  From the first meeting,
my soul has found no other fellowship so
dear to my spirit.  I have found no other
people with a sure salvation, a soundness
of doctrine, a holiness of conversation, a
purity of speech, a zeal to live in the will
of God, than the saints of the Church of
God.

I also have the same desire to live in
the perfect will of God.  When I and my
wife together decided to come out from a
so-called church of God, of Anderson,
Indiana, God led with a strong hand.  And
with great delight and joy we fled the
ruins of Babylon to forever walk in the
light.

He has been our help in time of need
when we trusted in Him alone.  When we
needed healing, we have trusted in God,
with the prayers of the saints, and God
has lifted us up.

I had a small growth on my back,
which became larger as the weeks passed
on.  It finally grew the size of a large
chicken egg.  We trusted in the healing
hand of Jesus Christ our Lord.  After
several weeks passed, the growth (when it
burst with no small pain) began to heal,
with only a small patch of redness of skin

Russia and the Ukraine (my homeland).
Two sisters live in the Ukraine; one of
them is my blood sister.  I am thankful
there are already two people saved out of
our family, and where two or three are
gathered in His name, He will be there
with them.  I hope the Lord is going to hear
and answer our prayer and build His
church in the Ukraine.

I want to thank the Lord for my Bible,
for the songs, and for the ministry, who
bring the Word of God to the needy.  May
the Lord continue to bless them in their
labours. Russia and the Ukraine
desperately need ministers. We put our
burdens in the hands of the Lord because
He knows best how to help us.

I just want to praise Him that He has
saved me from sinning and given me hope
and assurance of His salvation. To God
alone be praise and honour through all
eternity!  Amen.

Sis. Maria Bronetzkaja
Russia

Thank you for the Gospel Trumpet.  I
appreciate it very much.

Leslie Sturgeon
Washington, USA

Dear saints;
I’m thankful to be safe.  Please pray

for me saints, that I can be a good
boy and obey my mommy and daddy.  I
want to make heaven my home.

Benjamin Tinsman (Age 6)
Indiana, USA

Dear readers;
I am thankful for the Lord and His

grace to me.  Without Him I would be
perishing and perished.  He truly is the
Christ, crucified and buried, the
resurrected one.  I appreciate all that He
has done for me and how He has
completely delivered me from sin.  Yes,
completely free.  No longer in sin do I
roam, by the mercy of God.  No more
cheating and lying.  No more stealing and
hiding, but free to love God, His ways,
and His people.

I am thankful that a sin-free experience
is attainable in this life and that we can get
the instruction that we need to maintain
sin-free living.  Our God is a practical
God, who gives us what we need to serve
Him.  He is not some mystical figure, way
in the heavens who “cannot be touched
with the feeling of our infirmities,” but
God is real and gives us real, practical,
attainable instructions in daily living and
service to Him.

In Proverbs 2:1-3 it says “… if thou
wilt receive…and hide my
commandments…” and “…thou incline
thine ear…and apply thine heart….if thou
criest…and liftest up thy voice…”  Praise

God!  The Lord has given us what we need
to serve Him.  If we do what the scriptures
say, then we will get the wisdom,
knowledge, and understanding we desire.
The Lord no doubt wants to give us good
gifts (Matt. 7:7; Luke 11:13), but we
must do our part in getting the blessing.

Please pray for me that I would daily
apply myself to seeking, searching, yea
crying after knowledge, wisdom, and
understanding in the Lord.

Fearing Him,
Bro. Ernest Benion Jr.

Oklahoma, USAI Want to Make Heaven

True Fellowship

Sin Free Life is Attainable

Thank You for the Trumpet

Fellowship so Dear
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Dear saints of the Most High God!
I am very thankful for the blessed

Church of God, and most of all, I am
thankful that the Lord raised me from the
dead.  I have been saved for a year and
five months now, and I just love this
narrow way.

When I was out in the world, I sought
for something that would satisfy my soul.
But instead of turning to the Lord, I
looked for satisfaction in the pleasures of
this world, at parties, movie theaters, and

“And He said unto me, It is done.  I
am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and
the end.  I will give unto him that is athirst
of the fountain of the water of life freely.”
Rev. 21:6.

He said, “It is done.”  What is done?
The work Christ did on earth–”I have
glorified thee on the earth: I have finished
the work which thou gavest me to do.”
Jn.17:4. The full plan of salvation for all
mankind–“When Jesus therefore had
received the vinegar, He said, It is finished:
and He bowed His head, and gave up the
ghost.” Jn. 19:30.  Christ has finished the
work!  Through His death alone, He
broke open the fountain of life for us.

As a child, I used to wish and wonder
why Jesus didn’t just come down from the
cross when they mocked and scorned
Him.  But oh, I am so glad He didn’t!  It
was His perfect love that kept Him hanging
there.

“I will give unto him that is athirst of
the fountain of the water of life freely.”  I
am so thankful that I have come to this
fountain.  It is such a precious place.  It
surpasses any pleasure to be found on
earth.

I’m grateful to God that I am able to
serve Him in my young years. Many
young people try to find satisfaction out
in sin and in the lust of the world, but
don’t realize the death it brings upon
them, as shown to us in Jn. 10:10. “The

Dear saints;
I’m thankful to be saved and

sanctified.  It’s a wonderful privilege to
be able to lay my head down on my pillow
each night and know that I’m ready to die!

When I look at all the young people of
this world, and all the pride, envy, hate,
and jealousy among them, it makes me
more and more thankful that I can be free
from it all!  I’m thankful that I don’t have
to try to fit in with the world and its
fashions to be happy!  I can be happy with
my salvation!  Sin may have been fun, but
it never satisfied the want of my heart.
That’s why the “amusement” parks are
having to make everything bigger and
better.  But all that “wonderful joy” will
all disappear when the Lord comes back.
But my salvation will be my joy through
eternity!  “So in Jesus name FOREVER,
I bid all sin adieu!”

Please pray for me that I would be the
example that I need to be.

Your sister in Christ,
Melissa Loftis (Age 14)

Oklahoma, USA

to be seen.  Praise God who healeth all our
diseases (Psa. 103).  Even today I am still
trusting the Lord for complete healing
upon my eyelids, to His glory.  God has
truly sanctified my household and keeps
us every day.

I am forever grateful to the Lord for
sanctifying my soul and my household.

Please send this money to the saints in
Africa and some to the saints in Aylmer,
Canada [children’s defence fund], as
needed.  Upon hearing the need, our
children gave willingly and happily, with
Sis. Janette and myself giving our part.

Please pray that our witness will be
strong here in Tennessee, until we relocate.

The Lord’s freeman,
Bro. Griffith and the household of faith

in Tennessee

thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to
kill, and to destroy: I am come that they
might have life, and that they might have
it more abundantly.”  But   That is why it
is so wonderful. I have tasted of this life
and the glory that comes with it, and it
gives me a desire to keep drinking at the
fountain. Serving the Lord is a joyful life!

It is my desire to be a vessel that the
Lord may use to bring more people to the
fountain of life.  Happy in the Lord,

Sis. Christy Schmidt
Manitoba, Canada

so on, but could not find what I was
looking for.

When I was in bed at night, the Lord
would deal with my soul, and my tears
came flowing down my face, because I
knew if the Lord would come back that
night, I was not prepared to meet Him.

But I am thankful for the day I met the
saints.  I could tell that these people had
satisfaction in their souls, and I wanted it,
too.  And I am thankful to say, I now have
it, too.

I love the Lord with all my heart, and
I am determined to make it to heaven,
because heaven holds all to me.

Please pray for me that the Lord’s
will can be fulfilled in my life.

Your sister in Christ,
Sis. Margaret Braun (Age 18)

Ontario, Canada

the cross, man comes in contact with
God.  Jesus knows the pain and sorrow
we feel as men.  He walked this earth
long before we were born.  He came
because of the sinful condition of man
and their great need of a Saviour to
deliver them from that sin.  He can be
found.  He can be reached.  Oh, what
condescension!  What overwhelming
and amazing grace!  He is not far from
you today!

Can you continue to treat Him as
you have for so long?  Will you continue
in your disobedience and sin, or will
you, precious soul, come to Jesus just
now? He is where He has always been–
waiting for you.  Will you not then,
resign your all and accept the free gift
of His grace and His glorious salvation?

To all who will come repenting,
His promise rings true.  “And ye shall
seek me and shall find me when ye
shall search for me with all your heart.”

Precious soul, come to Him today.
He is not far away.  He is close enough
to hear the faintest whisper of your
heart.  He is close enough to save.  &

He is Not Far From Us
Continued from Page 1

This Fountain Gives Life!

Happy With My Salvation

I Love this Narrow Way
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“The next day John seeth Jesus coming
unto him, and saith, “Behold the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sin of the
world.” John 1:29.

John was seeing Jesus coming unto
him. Dear soul, do you see Jesus coming
unto you? Jesus comes to each of us
individually. The apostle Peter declares,
“...God, having raised up His Son Jesus,
sent Him to bless you, in turning away
every one of you from his iniquities”
(Acts 3:26). Behold the Lamb of God, the
perfect sacrifice which taketh away the
sin of the world!

Some of Jesus’ last words to His
disciples before His crucifixion were these:
“I will not leave you comfortless.  I will
come to you.” Jn 14:18. He disclosed the
meaning of this in His preceding promise:
“I will pray the Father and He shall give
you another Comforter, that He may abide
with you for ever, even the Spirit of
truth.” (Jn. 14:16-17a). He continued in
His same discourse to elaborate further,
“…I will send Him [the Comforter] unto
you. And when He is come He will reprove
the world of sin, and of righteousness and
of judgment...” (Jn. 16:7-8). Has Jesus,
the Lamb of God, ever come to you
through the Holy Spirit and reproved you
of these things? pricked your conscience
for your sin, let you know what is right,
and warned you to be ready for the coming
Judgment Day? The Bible says He does.
“God...hath in these last days spoken
unto us by His Son...Therefore, we ought
to give the more earnest heed to the things
which we have heard.” Heb. 1:1-2; 2:1.
“See that ye refuse not Him that speaketh.
For if they escaped not who refused him
that spake on earth [referring to Moses],
much more shall not we escape if we turn
away from Him that speaketh from
heaven.” Heb. 12:25.

Let us be sure to behold the Lamb of
God. Let us rouse ourselves from the
distractions of the material luster and
busyness of this life, its disheartening
cares, and the spiritual dullness and apathy

of most of its tenants, and really take a
good, long look at the Lamb of God. The
ransom price offered for the redemption
of all the souls of this world who will
wholeheartedly receive it, by living fully
for the Redeemer–was not in the
comparatively low value of “corruptible
things, as silver and gold . . . but with the
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb
without blemish and without spot. Who
verily was foreordained before the
foundation of the world, but was manifest
in these last times for you” (I Pet. 1:18-
20). Yes, the Lamb of God who taketh
away the sin of the world has come to you
and has given Himself for you, personally!

This plan for your redemption from
your sin was made before the foundation
of the world. God, at the beginning, knew
you would be a sinner facing everlasting
torment and separation from Him, and a
sinner who for a comparatively few
moments in the vapour of this fleeting life
would need a Saviour from your vain
ways–ways that can never give
satisfaction to your hungering soul, nor
cleanse you from the guilt, sorrow,
confusion, and deep inward discontent
that has come with sin. It has been for the
love of you He foreshadowed the sacrifice
of the true Lamb of God through the long
centuries of the Old Testament
dispensation and unfolded His plan by
sending Christ, the pure Lamb, personally
to this sin-ladened world to be despised,
rejected, to bear your griefs and sorrows,
to be wounded for your transgressions,
bruised for your iniquities. We are the
ones who, like sheep, have gone astray;
we have turned every one to his own way;
and the Lord laid on Him (the Lamb of
God) the iniquity of us all. Though the
dear Lamb of God was oppressed and
afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth:
He was led as a lamb to the slaughter and
as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so
He opened not His mouth (Isa. 53).

Behold the Lamb of God! He alone is
the way of salvation. “Neither is there

salvation in any other, for there is none
other name under heaven given among
men, whereby we must be saved.” Acts
4:12. “. . . now once in the end of the world
hath He appeared to put away sin by the
sacrifice of himself. And as it is appointed
unto men once to die, but after this the
judgment: So Christ was once offered to
bear the sins of many. . .” Heb. 9:26-28.

Precious reader, it is appointed unto
men once to die. There is no second
chance. You will live one life. You will go
to one certain judgment. Are you beholding
the Lamb of God who was once offered to
put away your sin once and for all time so
that you need never commit a single sin
ever again? Now is the only opportunity
we have to be redeemed–to be bought by
the precious blood of the Lamb.

Are You Washed in the Blood
of the Lamb?

The blood-washed ones testify of a
time they can look back on before the
Lamb cleansed them, in which God was
specifically convicting them of their sins.
They responded by purposefully coming
to God, with a heart broken in sorrow, for
all of their sins. They then despised sin
and felt very heavy under its guilt and
weighted down with the knowledge of
their condemnation, knowing they were
without Christ and forever lost. They
realized their every sin had really been
against the God of heaven and that they
rightfully deserved to be eternally
separated from Him because of their sins.
Yet, they beheld the Lamb of God, who
alone takes away sin, and believed in this
meek and lowly One, as He invited them:
“Come unto me, all ye that labour and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest”
(Matt. 11:28).

They realized that with His help and
the power of His blood, they could do
what they so deeply desired–forsake all
their sin forevermore, never having to sin
again. Along with their thorough
repentance, they confessed their sins and

The Lamb Of God
Sis. Diane Ewing
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A converted Chinese man once said,
“I was down in a deep pit, half sunk in
the mire, crying for someone to help me
out. As I looked up I saw a venerable
grey-haired man looking down at me.

‘My son,’ he said, ‘this is a dreadful
place.’

‘Yes,’ I answered, ‘I fell into it.
Can’t you help me out?’

‘My son,’ was his reply, ‘I am
Confucius.  If you had read my books
and followed what they taught, you
never would have been here.’

‘Yes, Father,’ I said, ‘but can’t you
help me out?’  As I looked, he was gone.

Soon I saw another form
approaching, and another man bent
over me, this time with closed eyes and
folded arms.  He seemed to be looking
to some far-off place.

‘My son,’ Buddha said, ‘just close
your eyes and fold your arms, and
forget all about yourself.  Get into a
state of rest.  Don’t think about anything
that can disturb.  Get so still that nothing

can move you.  Then, my child, you will
be in such a delicious rest as I am.’

‘Yes, Father,’ I answered, ‘I will
when I am above ground.  Can’t you
help me out?’  But Buddha, too, was
gone.

I was just beginning to sink into
despair when I saw another figure above
me, different from the others.  There
were marks of suffering on His face.  I
cried out to Him, ‘0 Father, can you
help me?’

‘My child,’ He said, ‘what is the
matter?’

Before I could answer Him, He was
down in the mire by my side.  He folded
His arms about me and lifted me up.
Then He fed me and rested me.  When
I was well He did not say, ‘Now, don’t
do that again,’ but He said, ‘We will
walk on together now.’  And we have
been walking together until this day.”

This was a poor Chinese man’s
way of telling of the compassionate
love and help of the Lord Jesus.  &

“He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the
miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my
goings.”  Psalm 40:2.

“Thou shalt call his name JESUS, for he shall save his
people from their sins.”  Matthew 1:21.

Jesus the Deliverer

He was faithful and just to forgive them of
their sins and to cleanse them from all
unrighteousness. They then went on to
walk in the light as He is in the light, and
they knew the blood of Jesus Christ
cleansed them from all sin. Yes, the Lamb
that loved us, also washed us from our
sins in His own blood! (I John 1:7, 9).

The Imposter Lamb
The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which

was signified by symbols unto the apostle
John, warns us of camouflaged false
religion. “And I beheld another beast
coming up out of the earth; and he had two
horns like a lamb, and he spake as a
dragon.” Rev. 13:11. We know satan is
associated with the symbols of the dragon
and the serpent, depicting false systems
of religion (Rev. 12:9).

Satan was also portrayed as a serpent
as he craftily beguiled Eve into committing
a single sin, having convinced her she
would not surely die (though God said she
would surely die), by committing one sin.
There are many of satan’s ministers today
posing as ministers of righteousness,
beguiling souls with the same devilish lie
that you will not surely die from
committing just one sin. These deceivers
are preaching another Jesus, not the Lamb
of God that taketh away the sin of the
world.  This false Christ they are
presenting to the people has the appearance
of a lamb but speaks like a dragon. He
seduces them by promising to “cover,”
with his blood, their fleshly and world-
loving indulgences, all the while allowing
them to bear the name “christian.” Be not
deceived! This is a different gospel,
promoted by a different spirit than the
Holy Spirit (II Cor. 11:3-4, 13-15).

“Beware of false prophets, which
come to you in sheep’s clothing, but
inwardly they are ravening wolves.”  Matt.
7:15.   The earthy lamb preached by these
wolves in wool vestments has been around
for centuries, with more heralds than the
Lamb of God. He knows religious
doctrines thoroughly and has a scheme
ready-tailored for any soul who would
rather content himself with the
convenience of holding to his longstanding
family religion or to a creed of his own
liking, than to earnestly seek God for
heavenly truth–searching the scriptures
in the fear of the Lord and yielding fully
to the good dealings of the Holy Spirit.

Underlying almost every one of this
false lamb’s countless conglomerations
of devilish doctrines, is an allowance for
sin. He has multiplied methods for
addressing the sin issue to appease the
conscience of every soul who would love
not the truth but believe a lie. Some who
are professing salvation will thus trust in
the impotent blood of this foreign speaking
lamb to cover their present and future
sins, while others are so persuaded that
contact with the soul cleansing blood is
made in water baptism, that they are blind
to the love of the world that is among their
fellow flock, whose condition, according
to the scriptures, is that the love of the
Father is not in them (I Jn. 2:15-16), and
are silently affected by this deadly leaven.

As wise as some among them may

appear to be in the scriptures, their flocks
are devoid of the Holy Spirit, and thus,
the holy living He produces. “By their
fruits ye shall know them.”  A people who
love God with all of their heart, soul, mind
and strength will not remain in such places.

Most professing Christians today are
following the imposter lamb in one of his
many flocks.  Sadly, some true Christians
are even stupefied by him, out of place
among them, needing to be awakened and
instructed by the voice of Him who
speaketh from heaven.

Followers of the Lamb of God
Few, by comparison, are following

the true Lamb of God in His fold. These
are the redeemed from among men (Rev.

Continued on Page 12
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Professed preachers today are not
telling the people the truth.  Consequently,
there are millions of souls who expect to
go to heaven when they die, who will reel
at the shock of eternity’s presence and
bewail an unspeakable horror of never-
ending torment in hell.

People have not been told the truth
about sin and the hell that sin will most
surely take them to.  Instead of warning
the people to flee from the wrath to come,
by departing from all iniquity, false
prophets are assuring them of safety,
though they yet continue to sin.  Thus they
“have made the heart of the righteous sad
. . . and strengthened the hands of the
wicked, that he should not return from his
wicked way, by promising him life” (Ezk.
13:22), and “. . . strengthen also the hands
of evildoers, that none doth return from
his wickedness . . .” Jer. 23:14.

If it is not necessary to separate from
all sin to escape hell, then why do we need
the salvation Jesus died to bring us?  And
why work out our salvation with fear and
trembling, if there is naught to be feared,
as though sin were some harmless, trivial
matter that God will wink and glance over
as heaven’s gates unfold to us?

The Word of God will be our judge on

the last day.  Oh, that people would search
its precious pages and find out the truth of
the matter now.

There is a place of everlasting
punishment.  The Bible calls it hell.

“Then shall he say also unto them on
the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed,
into EVERLASTING FIRE, prepared for
the devil and his angels . . . And these shall
go away into EVERLASTING
PUNISHMENT: but the righteous into
life eternal.”  Matt. 25:41 and 46.

“Fear him [God] which is able to
destroy both soul and body in hell.”  Matt.
10:28b.

Hell was made for the devil and his
angels, not for mankind.  Jesus Christ
gave His life to provide a salvation which
would deliver us from sin and from its
penalty.

Whosoever will may be saved to the
uttermost, being made holy through the
blood of the Lamb, thereby being saved
from going to an eternal hell.  By choosing
to refuse this great salvation, souls are
choosing hell for themselves in eternity.
This is not God’s will for anyone, for it is
His desire that all would come unto Him
and be saved.

Most people are going to hell.
“Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide

is the gate, and broad is the way, that
leadeth to destruction, and many there be
which go in thereat: Because strait is the
gate, and narrow is the way which leadeth
unto life, and few there be that find it.”
Matt. 7:13-14.

Jesus spoke these words and I believe
them.  He let us know that MOST
PEOPLE ARE GOING TO HELL.  The
attitude in the world is that almost
everybody is going to heaven, and hardly
anyone is going to hell.  People are highly
offended if you tell them otherwise.  When
do you ever hear a preacher warn the
people about hell at a funeral these days?
Even people who made no profession of
religion are being “preached into heaven.”
It seems anyone and everyone are going to
eternal bliss.  Say what they will, the
Word of God has already spoken.

Many religious people are going to hell.
Jesus also said, “NOT every one that

saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into
the kingdom of heaven: but he that doeth
the will of my Father which is in heaven.
MANY will say to me in that day, Lord,
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name?
and in thy name have cast out devils? and
in thy name done many wonderful works?
And then will I profess unto them, I never
knew you: DEPART FROM ME, ye that
work iniquity.”  Matt. 7:21-23.

This lets me know that there are some
religious people going to hell, much to
their great surprise, and MANY of them!
The blood of these people can be found on
the false prophets’ hands, who deceived
them.  Just going to “church” will not
keep you out of hell.  We must have a real
experience of salvation and be living a life
of holiness and obedience to the Word of
God, while we are in “this present world,”
or we will never enter into that eternal
world of bliss, for sin cannot enter there.

Things that will keep you out of heaven.
“Now the works of the flesh are

manifest, which are these; Adultery,
fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,
Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance,
emulations, wrath, strife, seditions,
heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness,
revellings, and such like: of the which I
tell you before, as I have also told you in
time past, that THEY WHICH DO SUCH

H E L L
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THINGS SHALL NOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD.”
Gal. 5:19-21.

“And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth,
neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but
they which are written in the Lamb’s book of life.”  Rev. 21:27.

False prophets today declare that one can still do these things
and go to heaven.  The fact is, they are going to die lost if they do
such things.  Neither are they in the Lamb’s book of life now, nor
in God’s holy church, even though they may “go to church.”

The prevailing thought is that only “very bad sinners,” such
as murderers, will go to hell.  Adultery and fornication (to name
but a few works of the flesh), are in the professed religious world.
The apostle Paul places those who do such under the same
judgment as the murderers.  It is not just a matter of getting a
lesser reward in heaven.  IT IS A MATTER OF GOING TO
HELL FOR ETERNITY.

A “little” lie is a big enough sin to sink a soul in hell, for “ALL
liars shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and
brimstone.”

The blood of Christ does NOT cover these things when they
are unrepented of and not FORSAKEN.  “Repent, and turn
yourselves from all your transgressions; so iniquity shall not be
your ruin . . . for why will ye die . . .?”  Ezk. 18:30 and 31.  “The
wages of SIN is death.”  Rom. 6:23a.  “The wicked shall be turned
into hell, and all the nations that forget God.”  Psa. 9:17.

Contrary to popular opinion, sinners do not go to heaven.
Sinners go to hell–even if they are religious sinners.

Heaven is for those who have been made holy through faith
in the blood of Jesus Christ.

YOUR SOUL IS PRECIOUS AND IT IS ETERNAL.  It will
always have a conscience existence, either in heaven or in hell.
Dear ones, be warned.  Do not die in your sin, but “flee from the
wrath to come.”  “. . . Serve God acceptably with reverence and
godly fear, for our God is a consuming fire.”  Heb. 12:28-29.

“And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was
cast into the lake of fire.”  Rev. 20:15.

J.C. Ryle wrote, “...Others hold their peace about hell . . . I
dare not do so.  I see it plainly in scripture and I must speak of it.
I fear that thousands are on the road that leads to it and I would
fain arouse them to a sense of the peril before them.  Call it bad
taste if you like, to speak of hell.  Call it charity to make things
pleasant and to speak smoothly and to smooth men with a
constant lullaby of peace.  From such notions of taste and charity
may I ever be delivered.  My notion of charity is to warn men
plainly of their danger.  My notion of taste is to declare all the
counsel of God.  If I never spoke of hell, I should think that I had
kept back something that was profitable, and should look on
myself as an accomplice of the devil.

Beware of new and strange doctrines about hell and eternal
punishment.  Beware of manufacturing a God of your own, all
love, but not holy–a God who has a heaven for everybody but a
hell for none–a God who can allow good and bad to be side by side
in time, but will make no distinction between good and bad in
eternity.  Such a god is an idol of your own . . . as true as an idol
was ever moulded out of brass or clay.  The hands of your own
sentimentality have made him.  He is not the God of the Bible.
Take heed lest you find it out too late!”  &    —S. Mutch

What is it worth to lose your soul,
To linger yet under vile sinful control,

And then in the end to miss heaven’s goal?
Oh sinner, what is it worth?

What is it worth to live day by day
Lost and undone, confused and astray,

Casting God’s wonderful mercies away?
Oh sinner, what is it worth?

Catch just a glimpse of eternity,
Open thy sin-darkened eyes, can’t you see?

Thy woe and thy fate–in hell it will be!
Then sinner, what is it worth?!

Weeping and wailing and gnashing, your lot,
For hearing the gospel and heeding it not,

For loving thy sin and evil dark blot,
Oh sinner!  Then what is it worth?!

What is it worth earthly friendships to love,
Rejecting the friendship of Jesus above,

With worldly companions to revel and shove?
Oh sinner, what is it worth?

What is it worth earthly ties to love more,
Knowing such awful destruction’s before,

Yet with thy loved ones to miss heaven’s shore?
Sinner, oh what is it worth?

Never a soul to torment has gone,
But with them took others and went not alone,
How many the seeds thy wicked life’s sown!

Then sinner, what is it worth?
See thy companions in eternal night,
Forever lost from heaven so bright,

All for thy example and sinful life’s blight!
Sinner, oh what is it worth?

What is it worth to follow your lust,
To gather sin’s trinkets which decay and rust,

And for thy eternity gather but dust?
Oh sinner, what is it worth?

What is it worth all this world to gain,
Chasing wild dreams and living in vain,

Only to meet such eternal pain?
Oh sinner, what is it worth?

Think of thy torment!  Think of thy end–
Eternal death in fire to spend!

Lost and forgotten, without fun or friend!
Then sinner, what is it worth?

Jesus is waiting, your lost soul to save,
To deliver from sin and sting of the grave.

Mercy or judgment, oh which will you have?
Think of it!  What is it worth?

    —Bro. Daniel Eichelberger

What is it Worth?
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Chihuahua, Mexico : We are very
thankful for how the Lord wonderfully
blessed the campmeeting here in
Chihuahua, which was held from Aug.
19-26.  We appreciated the large number
of saints from different parts of the U.S.A.
and Canada and the brethren from Belize,
coming to support the meeting.  It was the
largest campmeeting we ever had in this
area.  Throughout the whole week we
heard very encouraging and edifying
messages.  Many souls sought help at the
altar, and four were baptized.

For a long time, we as the local
congregation, had prayed to be able to
reach out more into the communities of
the Spanish speaking people.  For the first
time, we rented a building in downtown
Obregon, where the meeting was held.
This gave us an opportunity to sing outside
of the building before every evening
service and the children eagerly handed
out invitations.  We had more Spanish
speaking visitors than we ever had before.
We tried our best and the Lord helped us
during the whole meeting to use the three
different languages (English, low German
and Spanish) as they were needed for
each service.

MEETING REPORTS

We also had greater outreach into
another small, poor village of
Spanish speaking people.  Thank the Lord
for Sis. Mely Estrada and some
other saints who sacrificed five afternoons
during this week to go into this
village to gather children and teach them
precious lessons of the Bible.
The children really enjoyed this.  Some of
the adults from the village also attended
every day.   On the first day, approximately
26 children were gathered, and thank the
Lord, we ended up with approximately 90
children.  A van was sent also
into this village to pick up some of these
new friends to attend services of our
campmeeting.  May the Lord help us as
local saints, to keep up this good work
that was started here.

The last service of our campmeeting
was held outdoors in the park at Obregon.
Chairs were set up for the saints and
visitors to sit and listen.  The singers sang
most songs in Spanish, but some also in
German and English.  The message was
preached in English but translated into
Spanish.  This service seemed to be very
striking for this town and attracted many
people to stop and listen.   In this area, it

Sis. Mely Estrada teaching the children in a Spanish village in Mexico

is very uncommon for German speaking
people to reach out to the Spanish speaking
people in such a way, but we did it with
much joy and courage.  After the last
service, the saints had many good
conversations with the visitors.  May the
Lord water the seed that was sown this
week.

Durango, Mexico : After the meeting in
Chihuahua, a number of saints went down
to Durango (a state 9 hours south of
Chihuahua) to hold a meeting from the
28th to the 30th of August.  The Lord
really blessed.  Some souls, seeking for
real joy and truth, attended every service.
One service was preached in Spanish and
translated into low German, as a Spanish
minister, with his congregation from the
surrounding area, visited our service.

The saints in Durango and the seeking
souls there are looking forward to Bro.
Isaac Thiessen moving there, as he has a
burden to help the people that are in
religious bondage.

“…THE HARVEST TRULY IS
PLENTEOUS, BUT THE LABOURERS
ARE FEW; PRAY YE THEREFORE
THE LORD OF THE HARVEST, THAT
HE WILL SEND FORTH LABOURERS
INTO HIS HARVEST.”  Matt. 9:37-38.

In the Master’s service,
Bro. Peter Hildebrandt

Philippines : “The people that walked in
darkness have seen a great light.” Isa. 9:2.

We are grateful to the Lord for a good
meeting in the Philippines from the 12th of
September to the 19th, where nightly
services were held in San Jose City.  Strong
preaching against sin brought souls to the
mourner’s bench, where they wept and
sought the Lord to find peace with God.

Like in all other countries, religious
confusion abounds on every hand, and
though there are many denominations
and so-called church of God groups, there
is but very little Bible understanding and
almost no holiness.  Yet there was a real
hungering for the truth during the meeting.

Messages against the television and
other common sinful things were preached,
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Manitoba : “Behold, how good and how
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together
in unity!”  Psalm 133:1.

We are very thankful for the
wonderful meeting we were privileged
to have here in Steinbach, September 16-
23, with Bro. Peter Hildebrandt.  It is so
good, in the time that we are living in, to
still hear the pure Word of God.  It was a
very special time for the congregation, as
we were drawn closer to one another as
the meeting progressed.

We were also especially blessed to be
able to have the ordinances of the Lord’s
supper and feet washing.  Several
mentioned how thankful they are to be in
a place where they can look each one
freely in the eyes, knowing there’s nothing
between them and any of the brethren.

We had a number of visitors during
the course of the meeting and are
looking forward to seeing the Lord add to
the church such as should be saved.  Pray
for us that we may be vessels meet for the
Master’s use.  Bro. David Hildebrandt

Ontario : “Study to shew thyself
approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth.”  II Tim. 2:15.

We are exceptionally grateful to the
Lord for the blessings He bestowed to us
during the recent meeting in Aylmer,
Ontario, held from October 1-7.

These meetings focussed on clarifying
and studying the cherished doctrines of
the Bible.  An extensive study was
undertaken to allow the Lord to enlighten
us further on the Book of Revelation.

along with some doctrinal teaching.  There
were testimonies of appreciation for the
truth.

The saints there desire more meetings
and for more of the saints to come from
the USA.  They expressed their love for
all the saints.

Although there were some who tried
to cloud the truth and bring confusion,
thank God, the mist is clearing away and
there were some strong testimonies of
their stand with the saints in light.

Please pray for the Philippines, that
God may bless and increase His work
there.  The saints are trying to stand
strong for the truth and God is working to
raise to Himself a clean work in that
country.   Bro. Ray Tinsman

Holiness, sanctification, unity, and the
church of God were among other topics
that were studied.  These services were a
wonderful opportunity to expand one’s
knowledge of the Bible.

A special appreciation goes out to all
the saints who drove and flew in from
Manitoba, British Columbia, Ohio,
Indiana, Louisiana, Wisconsin, Texas and
California.  They were a wonderful
support throughout the meeting, which
was attended by about 300 saints.  Also,
numerous visitors regularly attended the
services.  Let us pray sincerely for all the
seeking souls in this area.

The meeting also served to
significantly strengthen and encourage
the local congregation in Aylmer.  The
saints here are confident that the Lord will
continue to protect us in His care and
guide us in His way.

Yours for the truth,
Bro. Henry Hildebrandt

Ukraine :  On September 1st, our gospel
group of ten (ministers, singers and
gospel workers) left Frankfurt to fly to the
Ukraine, where we were invited to meet
with a little congregation in the resort
town of Gurzuf, on the coast of the
Crimean Peninsula.

This coastal area is very pretty; quite
mountainous with a very rugged
shoreline, beautiful vegetation, including
vineyards.  Palm, fig and pomegranate
trees line the streets and are in the gardens.
The Crimea was the communist resort
area for the elite, and tourism still is the
main industry of this area, with all the sin
and immorality that accompanies it.  We
were able to witness a stark contrast
between the relatively poor local
population and the well-to-do tourists
who were still there at this time of the
year.  Although it is ten years since the
Ukraine has become independent from
the former Soviet Union, the marks of
that era are still very widely noticeable,
and recovery is very slow.  For instance,
although we lived in two relatively
comfortable apartments of a high-rise
building, having a few western
conveniences, we had running water only
from 6 to 9 in the mornings and from 6 to
9 in the evenings.

The people of the local congregation
are very poor.

The group that we were invited to

visit, had come out of a local Baptist
group about eight years ago.  It didn’t
take long to find out, however, that they
had developed some peculiar views and
interpretations of their own, as
spiritually isolated as they are.  We were
surprised to find that, among other
things, they did not consider the whole
Bible as God’s Word.  The Lord
encouraged us to use the opportunities
offered to us, as best we could, and to
let the Spirit and the Word do their work.

We had services every evening, with
a maximum attendance of 29.   God
blessed in different ways and melted
hearts.  Our congregational and special
singing was so well loved, that they didn’t
want to sing their own songs.  God’s
Word can defend itself and our songs
have a way of reaching hearts and
removing opposition.

 Walking through the streets of
Gurzuf as a group, from our apartment to
the meeting place, past the people of the
town and the tourists, caused quite a stir.
Often on the streets and in the shops, we
were stopped and asked who or what we
were.  Everyone immediately recognized
that we must be a religious group.

The Lord helped us to sow some good
seed in that area.  He opened Sis. Irina’s
heart “that she attended to the things that
were spoken” and joyfully took her
stand with the saints before the week was
over.  She is one of their ministers and is
determined to go this way, along with two
or three others, that are standing with her.
She has written several very encouraging
letters since then, and feels that it may not
be long before she will have to come out
of that group.

There is another little group in the
Ukraine, approximately 1,000 km. north
of Gurzuf, that had hoped that we would
visit them on this trip, as well.  Two
sisters and their families live there, that
we have met on our previous trips to
Russia.  They had already arranged a
meeting place and had invited many to
come, but we weren’t able to go there.
Perhaps next time we will have to travel
by car, so that we can visit the different
places in the Ukraine.

Please pray for the Ukraine and for
our next trip to Russia.  Sis. Irina and
several other dear ones from the Ukraine
hope to come to our next meeting in
Russia. Bro. Siegfried Tovstiga
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14:4). They are the bride, the Lamb’s
wife, that great city, the holy Jerusalem
which has descended out of heaven from
God, having the glory of God.  The Lamb
is the light of this city

His followers are clean, free from all
sin. Nothing that defiles or works
abomination or makes a lie can enter this
holy city–only they who are written in the
Lamb’s book of life, they who have been
washed in the blood of the Lamb (Rev.
21:9-27).

“And I looked, and lo, a Lamb stood
on the mount Sion, and with Him an
hundred forty and four thousand, having
his Father’s name written in their
foreheads . . .  And they  . . . were
redeemed from the earth. And in their
mouth was found no guile: for they are

The Lamb of God
Continued from Page 7

without fault before the throne of God.
These are they which were not defiled
with women: for they are virgins. These
are they which follow the Lamb
whithersoever He goeth. These were
redeemed from among men, being the
firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb.”
Rev. 14:1-5.

Let all behold Him! He is the Lamb
of God which taketh away the sin of the
world!

“And every creature which is in
heaven, and on the earth, and under the
earth, and such as are in the sea, and all
that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing,
and honour, and glory, and power be
unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and
unto the Lamb for ever and ever.” Rev.
5:13.  Amen and Amen!  &


