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Modern hair coverings bear no resem-
blance to the eastern head covering

The Bible has been written that not
only scholars can understand sound
doctrine, but also the ordinary people.
With this in mind, let us look into I
Corinthians, chapter 11 and apply
scriptural principles to interpreting the
scriptures. One of the basic tenets in
understanding the Word of God is to build
precept upon precept with the scriptures.

Through misinterpretation of some
of the verses in this chapter of I
Corinthians, many feel they have found
their stronghold for the erroneous teaching
of a material head covering for women.
But doctrinal teachings must be built on
proper Bible hermeneutics, rather than on
an unsound tradition of a particular
movement or sect.

Let us first consider who it is that the
apostle Paul was writing to and why.
Corinth was a city that had various

cultures, being a major trading center of
the known world at that time. The
congregation at Corinth was composed of
Jews and Greeks; people of diverse cultural
practices. This particular congregation
was a troubled one with some problems,
as one can see when reading Paul’s first
epistle to them. In chapter 11, the apostle
is addressing a cultural question that arose
among the believers in this locality. There
was contention over a social custom
involving some of the women wearing a
head covering. Sad to say, some today are
still turning that social custom into a
Bible doctrine.

The scriptures clearly state that
“if a woman have long [or uncut]
hair, it is a glory to her: for her
hair is given her for a covering”
(I Cor. 11:15). When God sent
Eve out of the garden, she was
fully dressed by God (Genesis
3:21). She had the long hair
which God had given her,
but no material head
covering, and God told her,
“thy desire shall be to thy
husband, and he shall rule
over thee”
(Gen. 3: 16).
T h e
submission

of the wife to her own husband was here
ordained, yet no head covering was
commanded. The power on a woman’s
head  because of the angels (I Cor. 11:10)
is in the woman’s submission to the Word
of God. The power is not in a piece of
cloth or a cap worn on the hair that may
or may not fall off at any time. Some of
the women which wear a sect-ordained
covering on their hair, trim, cut, or style
their hair, thereby doing damage to the
natural covering that God has given them.
“Doth not even nature itself teach you,

The
Woman’s
Covering

Continued on Page 5
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“Then Jesus said unto them, Take heed and beware of the
leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees…Then understood
they how that he bade them not beware of the leaven of bread,
but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.”
Matt. 16:6, 12.

The warning must still go out today…beware of false
doctrines! More than ever, it seems that unwary souls are being
“carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of
men.” Denominations seem to keep multiplying and many are
marked by their “pet” doctrine. Just as some pagans of old wore
certain markings on their foreheads distinguishing their particular
god, so today sectarians bear the mark of their false doctrine.
Modern Pentecostals are concerned  that you speak in “tongues.”
Others believe that you receive salvation in the outward rite of
baptism. Some uphold that women must wear a material head
covering, or else she is not submissive. So firmly do some hold
to these errors, that many a soul who would not conform to their
traditions would be considered unsaved in their eyes.

The weight of concern ought to be, “Have your sins been
washed away by the blood of the Lamb? Are you living a holy
life?” not, “Do you speak in tongues?” or, “Do your women
wear head coverings?” Without holiness of heart and life, any
religious rite or practice is in vain. But when one has true, Bible
salvation it not only brings the “unity of the Spirit,” but God’s
children can then be led into “the unity of the faith,” for “if any
man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it
be of God…” John 7:17.

So tenaciously do some false prophets and their adherents
hold to their doctrinal “idol” that they would not be overly
alarmed if a woman were to have carnal fits of anger, but if a
woman, being enlightened and convicted by the Word of God
were to remove their sect’s prescribed head covering, the
gnashing of teeth would begin, though her life and character be
exemplary in holiness and purity. They would rather see a
carnal woman, stumbling in sin, with head covering in place,
than a holy woman without it.

Jesus said, “Take heed that no man deceive you.” Matt.
24:4. Precious souls, false prophets, like a plague of locusts, are
darkening the land and leading souls into false ways with their
false doctrines. Ask those you are following if they are living a
holy life and if they can teach you how to do likewise. If they are
not, and cannot, run for your lives! If they cannot understand the
basic elements of what salvation is, of a certainty, they cannot
teach you the will of God in all matters pertaining to life and
godliness. &

Gospel Trumpet Publishing has an opportunity to
purchase some used printing equipment. If any desire to
help in the furtherance of this effort, donations will be
gratefully received. Tax receipts for your offerings are
available upon request.

Contact us to obtain our bi-monthly children’s paper,
The Shining Light, or email: theshininglight@juno.com

Notice
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“O give thanks unto the God of
heaven: for his mercy endureth forever!”
Psa. 136:26.

My heart is overflowing with love
and gratitude to the Lord for all that He
has done for us. He is truly our Refuge
and Strength, a very present help in
trouble. Recently, the Lord allowed us
again to go through a time of testing. I
know in my heart that Jesus doeth all
things well and that He makes no mistakes.
Yes, it was hard and oh! my heart ached,yet
there was an assurance that He was in the
storm with me. My words fail to express

Praise the Most High God!!
I wanted to share how the Lord saved

my soul and brought me out of religious
confusion. Well it started at age 12, with
cigarettes, then beer to marijuana to LSD
and many more wicked things. At age 14
I started playing in a death metal band,
playing real morbid music at parties and
clubs. The devil had me deceived full
force into thinking that after death all the
problems of life would be over. By the age
of 18, I thought I had it all together living
for immorality, drugs and rock and roll;
living for the devil and not even realizing
it. By age twenty, I was an alcoholic, a
drug user and a smoker of anything I
could get my hands on.

The Lord was long suffering towards
me and had been dealing with me for a
while. I can remember only going to
church maybe four times, just at weddings
and funerals and at a catholic church for
tacos. Sometimes I would think about
death, because the music I listened to was
very dark and evil. The devilish words
would haunt me from time to time; talking
about hell and death.

I can remember one time Bro. Adam
gave me my first Bible and concordance
when I was messed up inside my mind.
But I forsook him and stayed in the world
for about a year after that

There were several things that planted
seeds in my heart. One time a lady gave
me a tract. One time a man gave me a
book on hell. Sometimes I would get
suicidal. But I remember that the fear of
hell and burning forever would plague me
now and then, so I would turn to the Word
of God. It was like every issue I faced, He
showed me how to deal with it–REPENT!
or go to hell. I sought God with everything
that was in me and He saved my soul. It
was very great. Praise God! Since then,
He has sanctified me. “He hath put a new
song in my mouth, even praise unto our
God: many shall see it, and fear, and shall
trust in the Lord!” Psa. 40:3.

Since then, the Lord has been leading
me on the narrow way which leads unto
life. I have sought a fervent people who
would not be ashamed of Jesus Christ; a
remnant that would have a universal
vision. I have been to so many different

denominations–Baptist, Apostolic,
Lutheran, liberal Mennonite, Amish,
conservative Mennonite, Beachy,
Pentecostal, Vineyard, Calvary Temple,
home groups, Catholic, so-called non-
denominational, Missionary, German
Baptist,  and my question is, where can an
honest soul go and not get all confused?

Well, the Word of God has that
answer: “But ye are come unto mount
Sion, and unto the city of the living God,
the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an
innumerable company of angels. To the
general assembly and church of the
firstborn, which are written in heaven,
and to God the Judge of all, and to the
spirits of just men made perfect.”
Heb.12:22-23. The Lord showed me that
when I got saved, I became a member of
the Church of God; those who are written
in heaven. I didn’t become a member of a
division. I became a member of the chaste
virgin, which is the bride of Christ. I don’t
want any part with the harlot (false
religion) any more, for it is devilish. Just
like drugs were fogging my view, so the
devil tried to get me through false religion,
but NO!! I belong where all of God’s
people belong, in Mt. Zion.

The Lord’s fire is in Zion and thank
God, He has led me to the Church of God.
It is His church, not any man’s ideas. His
will is going to be accomplished, so all
those who hunger and thirst for spiritual
meat, please leave the divisions and come
home to Zion.

With Jesus Christ’s love,
Bro. Jason Rangel

Indiana, USA

the feeling of the presence of Almighty
God, carrying me through this time. He
kept His promise...He will never leave us
nor forsake us, and I am so grateful.

When the grief got so heavy and I felt
that my heart was going to fail for the pain
that I felt, He was there. Somehow, He
never allowed me to be overtaken by what
the enemy thought was his feasting
ground....a time to wreck havoc in my
mind. Oh! Thank God, for He truly is a
loving Father, and I praise Him for what
He has done for my family and I.

I thank God for the body. The love
that God has given to us is truly heaven-
sent. There is not another people on the
face of the earth like the saints. I thank
God to be a part of this precious family.

I’m thankful for the truth. I never
want to take for granted this blessed place
the Lord has brought us to, for it is
because of the truth we are able, by the
grace of God, to go through our hardest
times. It is my desire, saints, to do the will
of the Lord. “I will press the battle on, till
the victory is won and I reach my crown
and mansion by and by... By the grace of
God I know, I shall conquer every foe;
I’ve enlisted in His service till I die.”
Please pray for me.      Pressing on,

Sis. Merlene Scott
Ohio, USA

Praise the Lord! My heart is over
flowing with joy. It is truly a blessing
being saved. I’m thankful for the Lord’s
mercy to my soul. If it had not been for
Jesus, I would be sinking deep in sin.

Today I was thinking of how willing
Jesus was to die JUST FOR ME!!! Oh!
His love and willingness that I might gain
a home in heaven someday.

The blessing did not stop there. He
brought me to the Church of God, where
I have a true pastor and many ministers
that care for my soul. They tell you the
truth and lead you in this holy way. The
blessings keep coming all the time. I have
many brothers and sisters in the Lord. It
is wonderful to have a family in Christ in
which we truly love each other.

Blessings upon blessings. Jesus gives
us the power to live DAILY SIN FREE!!
Oh what a HAPPY way to live. Blessings

Extremely Grateful

Out of Religious Confusion

Blessings Upon Blessings
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I am very thankful that I am saved
and sanctified. I am very thankful that I
don’t have to serve the Lord, but I really
enjoy serving the Lord. I am very thankful
that Jesus died for everybody.

I am very thankful that God can hear
us whenever we pray. I want to encourage
everyone to go to heaven.

Bro. Jacob Bergen (Age 11)
Ontario, Canada

Praise God, we’re home! We did not
know there was such a place. All we knew
was that there were things that did not
make sense, or seem right, but it seemed
it was that way wherever we looked.
Some things were hard to even talk about,
because they seemed unexplainable or
vague, you couldn’t really put a finger on
it, yet we were unsettled and longing for
something more.  Both my husband and I
thought that until a physical persecution
would come to the land to weed out the
lukewarmness, to try out those who
professed to be saved, “Christianity”
would continue to be a mixed-up religion.
So we continued to attend a Mennonite
group where we felt we would stay until
the Lord definitely showed us differently.

The beginning of this year, my
husband received a couple of preaching
tapes and after hearing them, inquired
where we might visit the place where they
came from.  I didn’t ask many questions.
I had heard a few things about the one
body and was very sceptical, but was not
afraid to visit elsewhere. I did not expect
it to be anything more than anywhere else
we had ever been or heard of.

I could, it was a blessing to also be
baptized as it is in the scriptures.

The prayer veiling is a very sticky
issue with those who know me, who believe
it is scriptural. I never had a conviction
from the Bible to wear what I wore. I
would read I Cor. 11 at times to try to
understand for myself what it meant. I
knew some people understood the hair to
be the covering. It didn’t make sense to me
that if the symbol of submission to man
was “let her be covered,” what we
practised was not covering our hair, plus
you could see right through the fabric that
was worn. I agreed to do as I was told. I
didn’t mind wearing it at all in the sense
of being different from the world and
counted it a privilege to talk about the
Lord when people questioned me. After
six months or so with the saints, as I was
realizing where we were and what God
was doing at this time, I was moved with
the burden to be an example to all men
everywhere that I am of God without an
extra covering on my head, believing my
hair is the covering.

Some believe I am lost because of this
decision, but they have not tried my spirit
or this place, to see if I am of God. They
only judge by the commandment of men.
I also desire to show that I am fully
persuaded of the end-time gathering of
the saints; the restoring of Jerusalem!

I enjoy my simple wardrobe, no longer
worrying about wearing just the right
thing to fit the occasion. No longer a
closet full of clothes hardly worn and
stacks of sweaters. I appreciate not looking
to the world for styles and fashions.
Shopping is much easier and takes less
time.

I am thrilled to be a Christian. I know
God has given me all I need to make it to
heaven. I will do all that He asks of me
and, no matter what comes my way, He is
enough to carry me through.

May God bless all of you who know
Him. Let us press on every moment of
every day, to grow in faith and that all we
do may be of the Father and nothing of
ourselves. I anticipate all that He has for
us now and forevermore. I am thankful to
God and grateful for all the prayers and
help of the saints. Sis. Beth Pamer

Indiana, USA

upon blessings!!
Praise the Lord for His love to my

soul. I love all you saints and appreciate
you each one. May we each stay faithful
to the end. Jesus is coming soon to receive
His bride. What a day that will be when
we shall be with our Saviour forever and
ever!! May the Lord bless you each one.
I’m determined to go ALL the way. There
is no greater joy than being in this HOLY
way.  Yours for the truth,

Sis. Carey Myers
Ohio, USA

January 12th, we attended the first
service in Winchester, Indiana; a two and
a half hour drive from our house. We
arrived a little late, so as we walked up the
stairs in that small building packed with
saints, the music from children’s meeting
enveloped us. My three year old said,
“They’re singing loud.” I was kind of in
shock. I had never seen a group of people
dressed this modestly, yet had no extra
covering on their heads. I wondered where
they had existed all my life and, this
seemingly established group, how was it
that we had never heard of them?

The service completely melted my
heart. I cried at some points. The
congregational singing was wonderful and
the special singing was heavenly. The
message preached was rich to my soul.
We were invited to the pastor’s house for
lunch. We had a wonderful conversation,
asking as many questions as we could fit
in before afternoon service.

Later, as we got in the car to go home,
we just looked at each other, knowing, yet
hardly daring to say, “We’re home.” How
little we knew, and yet, enough. We had to
find out more and continued to attend.
The Lord graciously opened our
understanding and blessed us abundantly!

Now I stand in awe and marvel at all
the Lord has given to me in this year and
all that He is doing before our eyes. Glory
be to Jesus! The most wonderful to me,
personally, is to have assurance of
salvation; to know I have now been set
free from sin. I struggled with doubt all
my life and couldn’t see how I could stand
before God or how He could be pleased
with me when I was sinning most of my
days. Now I have understanding of what
sin is and am learning to discern the voice
of the devil and the voice of God. Oh,
praise God for His great mercy and for
joy and peace and fellowship with those
who are experiencing the same.

I was able to attend the California
campmeeting where I recognized true
baptism. I thought about the fact that in
many places where sprinkling or pouring
is practised, they also believe Christians
sin–interesting that the symbol of being
cleansed is only partial. As I witnessed
others being baptised, I said in my heart,
“I want that, too.” After inquiring whether

I am Very Thankful

Praise God, We’re Home!
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that, if a man have long hair, it is a
shame unto him?  But if a woman have
long hair, it is a glory [power with
God] to her, for her hair is given her for
a covering!” I Cor. 11:14,15.

The Bible also states, “But if any
man seem to be contentious, we have
no such custom, neither the churches
of God” (vs. 16). Paul is clearly
meaning that the church had no custom
that the women had to wear a material
veil or head covering. The only reason
the question arose was because of the
secular custom among some cultures
at Corinth. It was becoming a source
of contention in the congregation, as
some questioned if the women should
be required to wear it. For the sole sake
of avoiding offence, Paul advises the
women to wear the veil while publicly
praying or preaching. This is done in
accordance with the principle that Paul
taught this congregation in chapter
ten, where he went to great lengths to
exhort them to seek not their own, and
to give no offence to the Jews, nor to
the Gentiles, nor to the church of God
(as long as it would not violate
scriptural principles), that many might
be saved (I Cor. 10:32-33).

Paul, who became all things to all
men that he might save some, felt it
best for the women of this locality to
wear a veil while publicly praying or
preaching, otherwise they would be
viewed as women of ill repute by the
local people who adhered to such a
custom, and being thus offended, would
be hindered from receiving the gospel.
It was for this reason only that the
wearing of the veil was here enjoined.

once defines a head covering as a
Bible doctrine. In fact, to the contrary,
Paul said, “we have no such custom.”

Many will call their head piece a
“veil” and some groups will sell a
“veiling pattern,” which is deceptive,
because it is not a true veil. The veils
in question at Corinth were, no doubt,
mostly analogous to the full wrappers
of different kinds in which some
Eastern women envelop themselves
when they leave their houses. These
are very voluminous, and among the
common people, of strong and coarse
texture, like that with which Ruth
carried home her six measures of barley
(Ruth 3:15). The women in Corinth
were dealing with this type of veil,
which today’s women need to wear, if
they believe this is a Bible doctrine.
Some would argue that the modern
day head covering is just symbolic,
but that  would be analogous to a
woman wearing abbreviated clothing
to symbolize the wearing of modest
women’s clothing. There is no
scriptural principle in that thinking.

Next, the teaching is inconsistent
on when to wear the covering. If a
woman is to
pray without
ceasing, it is
vital that she
wear a head
c o v e r i n g
w i t h o u t
ceasing. No
e x c e p t i o n .
Eventua l ly ,
though, we
realize that a
woman needs to wash her hair and
change the covering for purposes of
proper hygiene, and she cannot adhere
to this teaching consistently. If she is
to wear the head covering for public
prayer and prophesying only, then she
need not to wear the head covering for
any other purpose, private or public.
Some that adhere to this standard have
been noted to put a book, a sweater, a
shoe, or any other object nearby if
caught in spontaneous public prayer,

The Woman’s
Covering

Continued from Page 1

“But if a woman have long hair , it
is a glory to her: for her hair is
given her for a covering.”

It was by no means a
requirement of the
church, for they had no
such custom as wearing
a veil, but it was a matter
of social propriety in this
particular city.

The present teaching
by advocates of the
material head covering
has inconsistencies. I
Cor. 11:5 is not taken in
its entirety. If they allow

women to pray with a head covering, why
is it that they do not allow her to prophesy
or preach with her head covering, as they
were allowed at Corinth and elsewhere?
Paul does not censure the women for
prophesying here, but rather, instructs
them while doing so to wear this item of
dress, that they might be more effectual in
that community. Those advocating the
head covering today do censure women
along this line, even though Christ likens
His church as His bride, which is “a
woman,” and not only gives her authority,
but commissions her to preach the gospel
throughout the world. On the day of
Pentecost, every person in the upper room,
including Mary and the women, were
filled with the Holy Ghost and publicly
prophesied to all that were present in
fulfilment of Joel 2:28: “And it shall come
to pass afterward, that I will pour out my
spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and
daughters shall prophesy.”

The teaching is also inconsistent
because in most instances the hair piece is
not even covering the hair it is on. There
are many different styles of hair pieces–
stiff white hair nets, a piece of black lace,
a black or white scarf tied or clipped on
the hair, a hat, or mix and match scarves
to match the dress one is wearing that day.
Really, these are nothing but a superfluous
adornment or mark of the denomination
or group to which one belongs. It is
actually in direct opposition to scriptural
teaching regarding the plainness of hair
and dress, and even biblical unity, because
of the schisms caused over what type to
wear within the religious groups holding
to such a teaching. The Bible addresses
the hair (I Tim. 2:9, I Pet. 3:3), yet not Continued on Page 7

The apostle

Paul said,

“we have

no such

custom.”



The Gospel Trumpet *** Page 6

Concerning Women in the Ministry

Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy

Anna, a Prophetess Miriam, the Prophetess Junia

An Exegesis of I Corinthians 14:34-37 & I Timothy 2:12

Deborah, a ProphetessPhebe Huldah, the Prophetess

I Corinthians 14:34-37
“Let your women keep silence in the

churches: for it is not permitted unto
them to speak; but they are commanded
to be under obedience, as also saith the
law. And if they will learn any thing, let
them ask their husbands at home: for it is
a shame for women to speak in the
church.” I Cor. 14:34-35.

Language could scarcely be more
plain. It only remains for us to determine
if the command of silence for these women
at Corinth is intended for all women in all
the congregations.

A brief study of the original language
will show us that the word translated as
women can also be translated as wives.
We may also gain this understanding
from the context of the writing. “They are
commanded to be under obedience, as
also saith the law.”

Reference is given here to Genesis
3:16, when God gives the place of the
wife, saying that her husband would rule
over her, or be her head. “…Let them ask
their husbands at home…” This is
sufficient proof that these words are

directed to wives and not all women in
general.

“How is it then, brethren? when ye
come together, every one of you hath a
psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue,
hath a revelation, hath an interpretation.
Let all things be done unto edifying.” I
Cor. 14:26. The burden of the chapter
throughout is one of ensuring that the
congregation of saints is edified upon
their coming together. Thus is given the

proper method for speaking in tongues
(languages) and prophesying in verses
27-32. So strictly were these instructions
to be followed that silence was commanded
rather than to go outside of them. “But if
there be no interpreter, let him keep silence
in the church…(vs. 28).” “For God is not
the author of confusion, but of peace, as
in all churches of the saints (vs. 33).”

We infer from the reading that  many
of the wives at this location were not in
obedience. They were speaking out in the
public assembly in a domineering way
with neither regard for their husbands,
nor for the edifying of the church. Their
speaking was causing confusion and
disorder in the congregation, thus their
instruction was to not speak at all, not
because they were women, but because
they were out of order.

Again, this is consistent with the
previous instruction given to the man who
speaks in tongues. If he was unable to
speak in a foreign language in such a
manner that would be decent and orderly
and in which all the church may be edified,
then let him be silent. “But if there be no

interpreter, let him keep silence in the
church and let him speak to himself, and
to God (vs. 28).”

In chapter 11, verses 4 and 5 of the
same epistle, we are made aware that both
men and women speak in the congregation
of saints, for it says of both that they pray
and prophesy. We will now allow the
writer of the epistle to himself define what
he meant by the word prophesy: “But he
that prophesieth speaketh unto men to

edification, and exhortation, and comfort.”
I Corinthians 14:3.

According to chapter 11, women did
speak in a public assembly of the church,
for they, as well as the men, were permitted
to prophesy. God granted women the
privilege to speak unto men (mankind)
that they would be built up in the things of
God. Women were permitted to speak so
as to provoke to love and good works. By
their words, women in the congregation
openly comforted the hearts of God’s
children.

Both men and women, under the
direction of God, were able to bring forth
the Word of God in such a manner as to
convince and reveal God’s judgment to
sinners and reveal the innermost secrets
of their hearts. Women spoke as to cause
the penitent sinner to fall down and
worship God and acknowledge that He
was behind every word they spoke,
according to I Cor. 14:24 and 25. This,
according to Paul, is prophesying and this
is done by women as well as men in
Christian meetings.

With the foregoing understanding,
there is no
possibility
that the
a p o s t l e

Paul was demanding or imposing silence
upon all women in the churches. In fact,
in 1 Corinthians 14, his burden is not men
versus women, but rather order versus
disorder.

The burden of his heart as he wrote
this epistle is not only for the Corinthian
church, but it directly applies in all of the
present day congregations of the church
of God. Not for women only, but also for
men. If any speaking will cause confusion
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Philip had four daughters which did prophesy
and disorder, if no one is being built up in
the Lord, and it is no more than a show in
the flesh, then keep silence. “Be silent, O
all flesh, before the Lord: for he is raised
up out of his holy habitation.” Zech 2:13.

I Timothy 2:12
“But I suffer not a woman to teach,

nor to usurp authority over the man, but
to be in silence.” I Timothy 2:12.

Many, however, still feel that it is a
very unnatural thing to see a woman
preaching. Their primary thought is that
by so doing, she is out of her place and is
usurping authority over the man. Again,
Paul is addressing wives in the home
setting, for he speaks of one man and not
men in general. “I suffer not a woman to
teach, nor to usurp authority over the
man.” The Greek word here translated
man can also be translated as husband.
The very next verse strengthens his point
when once again, as in I Corinthians 14,
Paul refers to Genesis and is
unquestionably dealing with the husband
and wife relationship in the home life.
“For Adam was first formed, then Eve
(verse 13).”

The man (husband) is the head of the
home, not the head of the church. He, with
the help of God, sets things in order in his
own home. Christ is the head of the
church, He, being the Son of God, sets
things in order in His own church. To
usurp authority means to take the authority
of someone else as your own and to act
with that authority which was never
intended to be yours. The woman is not to
be forcing her opinions on her husband,
for it is not her place to do so. This is the
simple meaning of the apostle’s writing.

By the same principle, husbands or
men in general are not to teach or give
direction to Christ concerning matters of
His church, for it is not their place. Men
must keep silence concerning the gifting
and the callings of God. God sets the
members in the body as it pleases Him
and not as it pleases men (I Corinthians
12:18). A woman cannot be guilty of
usurping authority over the man by
delivering God’s Word if she is called to
preach, for delivering God’s Word is not

authority that belongs to man, therefore
she did not take it from him. If a man  were
to forbid a God-called woman to preach,
he would be guilty of usurping the
authority of God.

The world continues to be plagued
with the lifeless, formal traditions of men
preachers who are no more than elected
officials. In the spirit of bigotry they foam
out their bias opinion and attempt to

justify their position with a few scriptures
clearly taken out of context. While they
rant and rave that God would never call a
woman to preach, they do not consider
that God never called them to preach.
Being therefore not of the number of Holy
Ghost-called ministers, they can do naught
else but proclaim error and advance the
most deadly thing that has ever been,
which is false religion.& —S. Hargrave

which certainly brings no glory to her
head whatsoever! This is not
reasonable.

Much of the scrupulousness in
respect of the use of the veil may date
from the promulgation of the Koran,
which forbade women appearing
unveiled except in the presence of their
nearest relatives. The few instances of
a woman wearing a long veil in the Old
Testament were a reflection of some
traditions of that time in certain places,
such as a woman in betrothal, or a
loose woman in concealment. Some
proponents of a material covering today
would consider their “covering” vital
to a woman’s salvation; denying them
baptism or “church membership”
without it.

In the Complete Writings of
Menno Simons, not once is the
superficial head covering even
addressed.

Those who do not want to believe
that the hair is the God-ordained
covering or veil for women, as is plainly
stated in verse 15, would argue that
yes, the hair is a covering, but not the
covering referred to in verse 6,
believing that the covering of verse 6 is
something to be put on, while the
covering in verse 15 is something that

is on, as two different Greek words are
used in each verse. This they do,
obviously, to discredit the fact that the
apostle said the hair is the covering, or
the veiling.

Now, we do believe that in verse 6
the apostle is in fact referring to a veil.
As was stated above, he thought it best
they adapt this item of local clothing
while they exercised publicly in prayer
and preaching, to avoid the reproach
and offence it would bring if they did
not. He continues on in verse 15 to
clarify, though, that this is not a custom
of the church, for the only covering
God gave the woman is her hair.
Though two different Greek words are
used in verse 6 and 15, a search into
their original meanings quickly refutes
this erroneous theory, as they mean
the same thing.

Conclusively, the biblical head
covering is the long or uncut hair.
God’s church has no doctrine or even
a custom regarding a material head
covering. The current teaching
concerning the material head covering
is inconsistent in its actual practice.
The saints throughout the ages have
never taught the necessity of wearing
such a covering as a Bible doctrine. A
proper understanding of what the
apostle wrote in I Corinthians chapter
eleven should free honest souls who
will rest on the authority of the
scriptures, rather than the unbiblical
tradition of a sect. &   —S. O’Shea

The Woman’s Covering
Continued from Page 5
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Some people say that baptism, since
it is an ordinance, has been done
away with according to Colossians
2:13-14. Is this true?

No. The verses in Colossians are
plainly talking about the law of Moses,
“the handwriting” having reference to
Deuteronomy 31:9, 24. It is quite plain
that Quakers, and all who reject
baptism, do so against the plain
testimony of scripture. Jesus
commanded it, and the apostles taught
and practiced it. See Matt. 28:19;
Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38 & 41; 8:12 &
38; 9:18; 10:48; 16:15 & 33; 18:8;
19:5; 22:16.

What does the word baptism mean?
The word baptism is not an English

word, but a transliteration of the Greek
word baptisma. The verb form is
baptizo. Therefore, to understand the
definition, we must appeal to the Greek.
William G. Schell, in his book, The
Ordinances of the New Testament,
lists the testimony of some of the
foremost Greek lexicographers and
theologians on the definition of
baptism. We quote some of them here:

SCAPULA, a learned foreign
lexicographer of the sixteenth century
says, “Bapto and Baptizo–to dip, to
immerse; also to wash, to dye, because
these are done by immersion.”
SCHLEUSNER, a learned and
distinguished German lexicographer,
says, “These words, bapto and baptizo,
signify, 1. To immerse, to dip in water;
2. To wash or cleanse by water, because
for the most part, a thing must be
dipped into water that it may be
washed.”
PARKHURST says, “Baptizo first

and primarily means to dip, to immerse,
to plunge in water.”
DONNEGAN defines baptizo to mean
“to immerse, to submerge, to saturate.”
LUTHER. “The term baptism is a Greek
word. It may be rendered a dipping, as
when we dip something in water, that it
may be entirely covered” (as quoted by
Winebrenner).
“Luther acknowledging baptism to be
immersion, says, ‘So Paul explains it
(Rom. 6)...On this account, I could wish
that such as are baptized should be
completely immersed into water according
to the meaning of the word and
signification of the ordinance, as also
without doubt it was instituted by
Christ.’”–Bible Baptisma, by McDonald.
BEZA, Calvin’s successor. “Christ
commanded us to be baptized, by which
word, it is certain, immersion is signified.
To be baptized in water signifies no other
than to be immersed in water” (as quoted
by Winebrenner).
PROF. STUART, of Andover Theological
Seminary. “Bapto and baptizo mean to
dip, plunge, or immerse into any liquid.
All lexicographers and critics of any note
are agreed in this” (as quoted by
Winebrenner).
AUGUSTI, Vol. V, p. 5. “The word
baptism, according to etymology and
usage, signifies to immerse, submerge,
etc., and the choice of the expression
betrays an age in which the latter custom
of sprinkling had not been introduced.”
BRETSCHNEIDER, in his Theology of
1828, Vol. II, pp. 673, 681. “An entire
immersion belongs to the nature of
baptism.” “This is the meaning of the
word.”
SCHOLZ, on Matt. 3:6. “Baptism
consists of the immersion of the whole
body in water.”

DR. CHALMERS on the sixth chapter of
Romans. “The original meaning of the
word baptism is immersion.”
WILSON, Emphatic Diaglott–“Bapto
occurs three times [in the New Testament],
Luke 16:24; John 13:26; Rev. 19:13, and
is always translated dip in the common
version. Baptizo occurs seventy-nine
times. Of these, seventy-seven times it is
not translated at all, but transferred; and
twice, viz., Mark 7:4, Luke 11:38, it is
translated wash, without regard to the
manner in which it was done. All
lexicographers translate it by the word
immerse, dip, or plunge; not one by
sprinkle or pour. No translator has ever
ventured to render these words by sprinkle
or pour in any version.”

It can be plainly seen, then, that the
word baptism in all cases means
immersion. Therefore, to baptize is to
immerse.

What is the purpose of baptism?
Scriptural baptism serves as a figure

to show forth the work of regeneration in
the soul–“…the answer of a good
conscience toward God…” (I Pet. 3:21).
It is used as a symbol to testify to the
believer’s death to sin and resurrection to
righteousness. See Rom. 6:3-5 and Col.
2:12. In other places it represents a
washing away of sin (Acts 22:16) and a
putting on of Christ (Gal. 3:27).

But is not baptism a saving ordinance?
It is not. Some people have thought so

because of a mistaken interpretation of I
Pet. 3:21 and Acts 22:16. But Peter plainly
represents baptism as a figure, or symbol
of regeneration. And the command of
Ananias to Paul places emphasis on
“calling on the name of the Lord,” or
repentance. It is clear by reading Paul’s
epistles, that he did not believe baptism
effected salvation.

Jesus Himself, when commanding the
disciples to baptize, precluded this with
the condition of believing. “He that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved;
but he that believeth not shall be damned.”
Mark 16:16. Philip the evangelist
understood the necessity of saving faith
before administering baptism. “…And
the eunuch said, See, here is water; what

Questions on Baptism
Answered
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doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip
said, If thou believest with all thine heart,
thou mayest…” Acts 8: 36, 37. Peter also
laid down a stipulation before
administering baptism: “…Repent, and
be baptized…” Acts 2:38.

It is the work of faith in Christ that
saves the soul, not an outward ordinance.
See Rom. 10:9-11; Eph. 2:8, 9; II Tim.
3:15; Heb. 10:39; I John 5:1.

I thought sprinkling or pouring were
also valid forms of baptism. Is this not
the case?

It is not. The words sprinkle and pour
do not correctly define the Greek word
baptisma. Also, only immersion can
answer to both the circumstances in which
baptism was administered in the
scriptures, and the structure of the
grammar used to describe it. The scriptures
nowhere teach that the water was brought
to the one being baptized. Candidates for
baptism were always taken to the water.
If sprinkling or pouring was synonymous
with baptism, we could simply substitute
either word in place of the word baptism.
But doing so gives us awkward and silly
translations: “Therefore, we are buried
with him by sprinkling into death…”
(Rom. 6:4), etc.

Another case in point: Baptism is a
symbol of a burial. The dead are not
sprinkled nor poured over the head with
dirt. They are fully covered by it.
Sprinkling and pouring fail to apply to the
symbolical idea or purpose of baptism.

Is trine-immersion also unscriptural?
It is. In What the Bible Teaches, F. G.

Smith provides a concise view of this
subject:

“From the formula given by Jesus–
‘Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost’
(Matt. 28:19)–some have inferred that a
threefold action is necessary; one
immersion in the name of the Father, one
in the name of the Son, and one in the
name of the Holy Ghost. But in the Acts
of the apostles this threefold formula is
never employed. The people were simply
baptized ‘in the name of Jesus Christ,’ or
‘in the name of the Lord Jesus’ (Acts
2:38; 10:48; 8:16; 19:5), which shows

that the apostles did not believe that it was
necessary to perform a triple action. The
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are one;
therefore one action is sufficient.

Furthermore, the object and design of
baptism precludes the idea of repetition.
It is the outward sign of an inward work;
it represents our salvation from sin. Now,
this salvation is represented as the work
of God (II Tim. 1:8, 9), as the work of
Christ (Matt. 1:21), and as the work of
the Holy Spirit (John 3:5); yet, it is a
single act, and therefore can be
appropriately represented only by a single
immersion; and this single immersion is
in the threefold name just as truly as the
single conversion is the work of the one,
triune God. If we were converted three
times, once by each person of the Godhead,
then trine-immersion in three separate
names would properly represent it. So
also the symbolic reference baptism bears
to the burial and resurrection of Christ
necessitates the single action. Christ was
buried once and raised once; and we are
‘buried with him [once] in baptism,
wherein also ye are risen [once] with
him.’ Yea, we arise to ‘walk in newness of
life.’ ”

Let us also understand that to do
something in the name of the Lord, is not
meaning words that you say, but rather,
acting in the authority of God in what you
are doing.

What about infant baptism?
It is nowhere taught in the Bible, nor

can it be inferred from any scriptural
instance of baptism. In fact, given the
answers to the previous questions, it is
plain that baptism is reserved for believers
only. Infants who have not reached a
point of understanding and accountability,
and who consequently cannot truly repent
and believe, cannot be scripturally
baptized. Nor need they be, for in their
innocence they are not properly conscious
of sin.

Is my baptism scripturally valid?
“There is…one baptism.” Eph. 4:4-

5. A baptism is only valid if administered
according to the scriptures, to a candidate
that has been truly saved from sin. Since
sprinkling and pouring are not equivalent
to baptism, trine-immersion is not a proper

representation of the figure of baptism,
and infant baptism is not biblical, it
follows that they are all invalid modes
of baptism. Those who have received
such administrations are therefore not
scripturally baptized. Single im-
mersion alone represents true baptism.

I have received an unscriptural
baptism. Should I be rebaptized?

You should. Baptism, as noted
earlier, is a command of Jesus and also
a testimony to the world of your
salvation. But if one has not met the
conditions of baptism (repentance and
saving faith in Christ which delivers
from all sin), even though he has been
baptized by a single immersion, he
should also be rebaptized. Obviously,
if you have not met the conditions, you
cannot fulfill the symbol.

I was taught that rebaptism is
blaspheming the Holy Ghost or
committing the unpardonable sin.
Can you help me?

This teaching usually comes from
groups who teach that baptism admits
one into “the church.” When a child
comes of age, they can “join the
church,” and baptism is the symbol
they employ in so doing. In order to
dissuade their members from ever fully
renouncing their sect, they teach their
people that being rebaptized into
another faith constitutes the
unpardonable sin. Well, an invalid
baptism may admit you into the church
of men, but only salvation admits you
into God’s church. See Acts 2:47.

There is no indication that baptism
is connected with blaspheming the Holy
Spirit. Upholders of such a doctrine
cannot produce one scriptural evidence
to support it. It is therefore, like any
other extra-biblical teaching, to be
disregarded in favor of the Word of
God.

When a soul receives the light on
true baptism, he is obligated to walk in
that light, regardless of what sect
teachers say. Those who have received
scriptural baptism can attest to the
wonderful peace and joy they received
by obeying the Word of God in this
respect. &       —D. Eichelberger
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“And ye know that he was manifested
to take away our sins; and in him is no
sin. Whosoever abideth in him sinneth
not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen
him, neither known him.” I John 3:5-6.
This is the uniform gospel standard, as we
shall see.

1. Christ taught it. “Verily, verily, I
say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin
is the servant of sin...If the Son therefore
shall make you free, ye shall be free
indeed.” Jn. 8:34-36. Here is promised a
perfect freedom from the bondage of sin.

In the fifth chapter of John we read of
a certain impotent man lying at the pool of
Bethesda, whose infirmity was of thirty-
eight years’ duration. Jesus came along
and healed him. “Afterward Jesus findeth
him in the temple, and said unto him,
Behold, thou art made whole: SIN NO
MORE, lest a worse thing come unto
thee” (Verse 14). Now, it is preposterous
to suppose that Christ was unjust, giving
a commandment that could not be obeyed–
a commandment whose violation was to
bring upon the poor man a sorer
punishment than he had endured during
those thirty-eight long years. It could be
obeyed. This man received power from
the Lord to go and live without sin.

Again, in John 8:3-11 we read of a
certain woman who was brought to Christ
accused of great sin. After a short
conversation, during which time the
scribes and Pharisees, becoming
condemned by their consciences because
of their own sins, went away, Jesus turned
to the woman and said, “Where are those
thine accusers? hath no man condemned
thee? She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus
said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee:
GO AND SIN NO MORE.”

2. Peter taught it. “Repent ye
therefore, and be converted, that your
sins may be blotted out, when the times of
refreshing shall come from the presence
of the Lord.” Acts 3:19. “…Christ also
suffered for us, leaving us an example,
that ye should follow his steps: Who did

in this sinless state, for he says, “He that
sayeth he abideth in him ought himself
also so to walk, even as he walked.” I John
2:6. How did Christ walk? Peter affirms
he “did no sin, neither was guile found in
his mouth” (I Pet. 2:22). Hence we must
do no sin. This is the Christian standard.

So John writes again, “My little
children, these things write I unto you,
THAT YE SIN NOT.” I John 2:1. In the
same verse he goes on to show that “if any
man sin, we have an advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” This
shows that, even if men should by some
means depart from the Christian standard
by falling into sin, it is possible for them
to be recovered, because Christ would be
willing to forgive again. This, however,
does not in the least weaken the standard
here set forth that “he that sayeth he
abideth in him ought himself also so to
walk, even as he walked” (verse 6). But
the apostle goes a step further; he shows
not only that Christians “ought” to walk
this way, but that they really do.
“Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not:
whosoever sinneth hath not seen him,
neither known him.” I John 3:6. “We
know that whosoever is born of God
sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God
keepeth himself, and that wicked one
toucheth him not.” I John 5:18.

“Little children, let no man deceive
you: he that doeth righteousness is
righteous, even as he is righteous.
Whosoever is born of God doth not commit
sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he
cannot sin, because he is born of God.” I
John 3:7, 9.

Reader, mark this fact–John does not
say that God’s people confess their sins
every day or repent of them frequently,
but says that they “DO NOT COMMIT
SIN.” Professed Christians have asked
the question, “Who are those ‘just persons
which need no repentance,’ of which Christ
speaks” (Luke 15:7)? The answer is very
clear: They are the Christians; those who
have been born of God, for “Whosoever

Christians ARE SAVED From Sin

3. Paul taught it. “Awake to
righteousness, and sin not; for some have
not the knowledge of God: I speak this to
your shame.” I Cor. 15: 34. Almost the
whole of the sixth chapter of Romans is
devoted to the subject of the Christians’
deliverance from sin. I will notice just a
few verses wherein it is stated.

“What shall we say then? Shall we
continue in sin, that grace may abound?
God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to
sin, live any longer therein” (verses 1, 2)?
“Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be
dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Let not sin
therefore reign in your mortal body, that
ye should obey it in the lusts thereof”
(verses 11, 12). “…Sin shall not have
dominion over you: for ye are not under
the law, but under grace” (verse 14).
“…Ye were the servants of sin, but ye
have obeyed from the heart that form of
doctrine which was delivered you. Being
then made free from sin, ye became the
servants of righteousness” (verses 17,
18). “But now being made free from sin,
and become servants to God, ye have your
fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting
life” (verse 22).

Some people attempt to prove that
Paul himself was a sinner and a defender
of sin; but this chapter alone is sufficient
to forever settle his attitude as a Christian
toward the subject of sin...

4. John taught it. “But if we walk in
the light, as he is in the light, we have
fellowship one with another, and the blood
of Jesus Christ his son cleanseth us from
all sin. If we say that we have no sin [to be
cleansed from], we deceive ourselves, and
the truth is not in us. If we confess our
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness” I John 1:7-9. Here a
perfect cleansing from sin is taught, upon
condition that we do not cover our sins up
and deny them, but “walk in the light” and
“confess our sins.” And the same writer
also shows that we must live before Christ

John does not say that God’s people confess their sins every day or
repent of them frequently, but says that they “do not commit sin.”

no sin, neither was guile
found in his mouth.” I
Pet. 2:21, 22.

is born of God doth not
commit sin.”&

 —F. G. Smith
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Chihuahua, Mexico : We thank the
Lord that He allowed us to have a
wonderful campmeeting again. We thank
the Lord and all the saints that came to
support the meeting. We count it as a
great privilege to have the saints in our
homes during the meeting. It gives us a
chance to learn a lot from them. How
sweet it is to dwell together in unity.

We feel that Sis. Mely Estrada’s
effort in the Rancho with the Spanish
children had a good effect. The children
could hardly wait till Sis Mely arrived.
Please pray that the seed that was sown
could bring forth much fruit. We need
much wisdom and guidance of the Holy
Ghost to continue this mission work.

Many visitors came out during the
meeting to hear the powerful preaching of
the gospel. Some expressed the jealousy
that they felt when they saw how happy
the saints were. One said, “I wish I had the
happiness that I see in you all.” We told
him it is for everybody.

We feel there are a number of families
very close to coming out and taking their
stand for the truth. Please pray for those
families to make the right decision. We
also need your prayers to be the right help
to them.   Determined in His service,

Bro. Peter Hildebrandt

Durango, Mexico : We were very
thankful to have a meeting here in our
area, Durango, Mexico, August 12-17.
The Lord blessed us with being able to
have our meeting in our new chapel.

The Word of God was a real blessing
and came forth very clearly and directly.
Many of our visitors were deeply touched
in their souls.

Friday night, we hitched a trailer to
the back of a truck, seated it with good
strong singers, and slowly drove through
two villages, bringing them the gospel in
songs. Many people were attracted by the
singing and stood in their driveways, or
behind their houses to listen.

Two families had come from the
neighbouring state of Zacatecas for the
two services on Sunday. We also had
some new visitors out from this area. We
are very thankful that some of these new
visitors overcame man-fear, and came
out to listen to the gospel at least once. In
most of the services we had Spanish
speaking visitors.

Our spiritual eyes see the field ready
for harvest. Help us pray that we would
go about with much wisdom and
knowledge to bring these sheaves in.

Much encouraged in Durango,
Bro. Isaac Thiessen

Checks payable to Gospel Trumpet Publishing

Truth in Song
Truth in Song is a collection of spiritual songs
sung by the Hargrave brothers and Bro. Seby

Strizu, most of which they have written.

CD $10 US

The Fountain is Full

CD $10 US
Cassette $5 US

By The Gospel Trumpet Singers
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